On the cusp of
fame, power, or
influence, would
you turn it
down?
The Gospel once
again talks about
John the Baptist.
Controversial but
popular, John has gathered quite a group of followers.
He has disciples. People come from near and far to be
baptized by him. Pharisees and government leaders
are drawn to his preaching. If John was another man, a
lesser man, he would have claimed his own greatness.
Instead, John the Baptist is a witness to humility.
“The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him and
said, ‘Behold the Lamb of God … he is the one of
whom I said, “A man is coming after me who ranks
ahead of me.”… the reason why I came baptizing with
water was that he might be made known.’” Rather than
point to himself, John points to Christ. John could have
grasped at what he had accumulated. He could have
seen Jesus as a Messianic competitor. Instead, John
knows who he is. He knows his place as forerunner.
Because John knows who Jesus is. “I have seen and
testified that he is the Son of God.”
A life of humility, a life for others, can be challenging to
live. So much of our culture is built around achievement
and individualism. We can justify it, too, in pursuit of
“greater goods” and higher ideals. In the process,
however, we might miss our own participation in the
kingdom of God. John, for all of his humility, was not an
afterthought. In another Gospel passage, Jesus calls
him “the greatest prophet,” even the greatest of men.
Why? Because he fulfills the mission given to him by
God: to announce the coming of the Messiah. We too
are prophets and forerunners. Our witness to the
Gospel is meant to point people to Jesus. Consider
your own mission this week. To whom are you called to
announce the good news of the Son of God?

Readings for the week of January 19, 2020
Sunday:

Is 49:3, 5-6/Ps 40:2, 4, 7-8, 8-9, 10 [8a, 9a]/1
Cor 1:1-3/Jn 1:29-34

Monday:

1 Sm 15:16-23/Ps 50:8-9, 16bc-17, 21 and
23 [23b]/Mk 2:18-22

Tuesday:

1 Sm 16:1-13/Ps 89:20, 21-22, 27-28 [21a]/
Mk 2:23-28

Mass Intentions for the Week
MONDAY - January 20 ~ Weekday
7:00 PM Charlie DeBaltzo, Toni & Jeff Petti
7:30 PM Rosary & Novena
TUESDAY - January 21 ~ St. Agnes
8:30 AM Don & Laverne King, Crock Family
WEDNESDAY - January 22 ~ Day of Prayer for Unborn
8:30 AM Marian Perusek, Bill Perusek
THURSDAY - January 23 ~ Weekday
7:00 PM Dennis Strnad, Family
FRIDAY - January 24 ~ St. Frances deSales
8:30 AM Rev. James Beatty
SATURDAY - January 25 ~ Conversion of St. Paul
5:00 PM Dennis Strnad, Elaine Minger
SUNDAY– Jan. 26 ~ 3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time
7:30 AM Diane Fink, Gary Fink
9:30 AM Ed & Jim Daull,
Roz, Diane, Sue, Janet, Kathy, Connie
11:30 AM Mass for Parishioners
5:00 PM NO MASS

Weekly Schedule
MONDAY, January 20
NO PSR
OFFICE CLOSED
8:45 PM (LH) Mens BB
TUESDAY, January 21
6:30 PM (CMR) Parish Council
7:00 PM (LHMR) Boy Scouts

1 Sm 18:6-9; 19:1-7/Ps 56:2-3, 9-10a, 10b11, 12-13 [5b]/Mk 3:7-12

Friday:

1 Sm 24:3-21/Ps 57:2, 3-4, 6 and 11 [2a]/
Mk 3:13-19

Saturday:

Acts 22:3-16 or Acts 9:1-22/Ps 117:1bc, 2
[Mk 16:15]/Mk 16:15-18

Next Sunday:

Is 8:23—9:3/Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14 [1a]/1 Cor
1:10-13, 17/Mt 4:12-23 or 4:12-17

NO SUNDAY 5:00 PM
MASS ON JANUARY
26 AND FEBRUARY 2!

WEDNESDAY, January 22
4:30 PM (ATR) Prayer Shawl
7:30 PM (C) Contemporary Musicians
8:30 PM (LH) Men’s Volleyball
THURSDAY, January 23
7:00 PM (ATR) RCIA
SUNDAY, January 26
8:00 AM -1:00 PM (LH) Blood Drive

Wednesday: 1 Sm 17:32-33, 37, 40-51/Ps 144:1b, 2, 9-10
[1]/Mk 3:1-6
Thursday:

REMINDER

MONDAY
JANUARY 20
No PSR
OFFICE CLOSED
(Mass at 7pm)
No Eucharistic Adoration

Please

Dear Parishioners,
The Christmas season celebrates the Incarnation of the
Lord. Jesus really shares our life and redeems our whole
existence by His life, death and resurrection. We now
enter into Ordinary Time in the liturgical year. Like the
disciples in the Gospel, we spend time with the Lord so
that we might learn His way of life.
How has God’s Spirit, given to us by Jesus, changed us
and our world? How does the Spirit still work to defeat the
powers of sin and death which so afflict us? What is our
response to the gift of the Spirit? The way we answer
these questions form the basis for our more practical
moral and ethical decisions in daily life. They influence
our respect for one another, our concern for the natural
world and for our human society. They give us hope and
courage to meet the day-to-day challenges. They offer us
a way back to life when we have chosen sin or death. And
these answers are really only found when we “stay with
the Lord.”
The gift of the Holy Spirit helps us to stay with the Lord
and with each other. In the second reading St. Paul
addresses the Corinthians and us as “you who have been
consecrated in Christ Jesus and called to be a holy
people.” We are more than an accidental conglomeration
of individual believers. We are a Church, an assembly of
those incorporated by their faith in Jesus. We form the
Body of Christ for our time and place.
Stewardship reminds us that the gifts God has given to
each of us are unique in themselves. No assembly of
believers, no church can rest on the gifts of a few people
alone. When we all come together in giving back to God
from the gifts and talents He has given us, we grow in our
life with Christ and with each other. We become vibrant
and strong as the Body of Christ. Our calling is to cultivate
the life and gifts of each member.
Next weekend we will welcome
Fr. Bob McAleer who will be with
us to celebrate Masses and tell
us about the work of Unbound, a
lay Catholic sponsorship ministry
that helps children and the
elderly
in
18
developing
countries.
I will be away on vacation from Jan. 25 to Feb. 8. There
will be no 5pm Mass on the two Sundays I am away,
January 26 and February 2. Frs. Lou Pizmoht and Dennis
McNeil from Immaculate Conception will be here for daily
Masses. Pray for me as I will for you.
Peace, Father Kevin
To learn more about how to
experience the richness of being
a sponsor, building a relationship
and finding Christ embodies in others, call 800-875-6564 or
visit Unbound online at www.unbound.org

Pray… Please pray for all of our
parishioners who are sick or hospitalized: Klara ACS,
June Barr, Sue Beam, Kathy Boey, Agnes Brown,
Frank Brown, John Brown, Iris Clarke, Patrick
Costello, Bob Cozza, Jackie D’Astolfo, Genevieve
Deleandro, Elizabeth Dravecky, Connie Ehrke, John
Finegan, Rob Gorgon, Judith Greger, Zoe Haas,
Barbara Hangman, Mike Hanlon, Jason Hahn, Ed
Hurayt, Ava Jusko, Keith Karel, Kathy Kirsch, Dick &
Irene Kornblum, Jan Kulas, Chuck Lewis, Colleen
Lloyd, Charles McHugh, Anthony Melaragno, Isabelle
Meyers, Henry Oschip, Anson Papa, Billy Paolucci,
Cindy Pike, Kate Pilotti, Nancy Preble, Kris Ruhe,
Martin Sintic, Bill Sprenger, Marsha Szymanski, Susan
Templin, JoAnn Topoly, Joanne Touhalisky, Greg
Usko, Cheryl Wilson, Rose Wolf, Phil Wolfson, Tom
Zelazney, Audrey Zupan,
the shut-ins, those in
nursing homes, those needing prayers, and all of the
intentions written in our Book of Prayers located in the
gallery. Many prayers help.
To add a name for prayers, please call the parish
office, 946-1177 or louise@stjustin.net.

Prayer Line

Please call Theresa Davison, 942-5761, to add your
request to the Prayer Chain. You can reach the
Sisters of Notre Dame prayer line at 440-279-1163.

Eucharistic Adoration Adorers needed:
Monday: 6:00PM Marge, 942-8989
Tuesday: Carolyn, 622-4926
Wednesday: 11:00 PM: Margee, 951-6986
Thursday: 8:00 PM: Sue, 488-1962
Friday: 10:00 AM, Loretta, 942-7396
Questions? Call Marion, 975-8208

Family Perspectives
Even though they were cousins and grew up
together, in today’s Gospel, John the Baptist
admits, “I don’t know him” until the Spirit
opened his eyes. Pray that the Spirit will
open your eyes so that you can see and
appreciate each other beyond the surface of
daily routines.

Church Support

Christmas, January 12
Total Collection: $17,188.00*
Loose Money: $578.00 Envelopes: $16,610.00
Number of Envelopes Used: 259
Average per envelope: $34.88
Student Envelopes: 6
Total Contributing Households: 340
*EFT $7575.50

Thank You and God Bless You!

St. Justin Martyr Holy Name
Society / Paul Misch Scholarship

The St. Justin Martyr Holy Name Society is
again offering one partial scholarship to those
who will be attending a Catholic high school
in September of next year. This scholarship is
for their Freshman and Sophomore years in the amount of
$2,000.00 for each year. One student will be chosen on the
basis of financial need, academics and a required essay.
This scholarship is open to all eighth graders of St. Justin
Martyr Parish to assist in their Catholic high school
education. Applications are available in the Parish Office
or online, www.stjustin.net.
Our Ministry provides Prayer Shawls
for anyone in your life who is in need
of spiritual healing of mind, body, or
spirit. There is no cost for these
items.
We are in desperate need of more
people to participate in this ministry. It isn’t very hard and
is a great hobby while watching TV, etc.
Although there are no meetings during the year, we are
going to have a quick meeting on Wednesday, January 22
at 4:30PM in the ATR.
Call Louise, 946-1177 or
louise@stjustin.net for more information.

Cleveland Retrouvaille Weekend
The next Cleveland Retrouvaille Weekend is scheduled for
January 24-26 2020. This is a Lifeline for Troubled
Marriages
Has your marriage become unloving or uncaring – your
relationship cold, distant – thinking about a separation or
divorce? Are you already separated/divorced but both of
you want to try again? Then the Retrouvaille program may
help.
RETROUVAILLE, which means rediscovery is open to
couples of all faiths. This program consists of a weekend
experience for couples and six follow up sessions. A
registration fee of $150 is required to confirm your
reservation. For more information or to register, please call
Marce or Liz Gliha at 440.357.6580 or 1.800.470.2230, or
go online to www.helpourmarriage.org.

St. Mary Seminary Winter Festival 2020
The fundraiser is held at the Center for Pastoral
Leadership and features great food of Eastern
Europe, raffle opportunities and an overall good time!
This fundraiser provides monetary resources for use
for various activities throughout the year for the
seminarians.
Friday, February 21 5:00-8:00pm
Adults—$10 Kids under 12—$5
Call 943-7600 for more information

Youth Rally & March For Life Bus Trip
Deacon Tim, in partnership with the First Catholic Slovak
Ladies Association (FCSLA), will be leading a bus trip to
Washington, D.C. for the annual Pro-life March and Rally
in January. The bus will leave Thursday, January 23 at
10:30 PM. We will arrive in Washington D.C. the following morning at 7:30 AM. We will attend the Youth Rally
and Mass at Capital One Arena. Following Mass, the
group will proceed to the March for Life on the National
Mall. We will begin our return trip at 4:00 PM and arrive
home around 12:00 AM.
There is no cost for the trip. All transportation expenses are paid for by FCSLA. You will need to provide
your own breakfast and lunch on Friday. If you are interested in attending or chaperoning the event, please contact Deacon Tim at 440-364-8088 or tim@stjustin.net.
We need to provide a count to FCSLA. Please RSVP

as soon as possible!

Director of Religious Education
Charles Hunt
946-3287
charles@stjustin.net
PSR
Parish School of Religion
Children who attend public schools are required to
attend PSR classes. The goal of PSR is to form children
as disciples of Jesus. SJM PSR is at the service of
parents, assisting them in the important task of handing
on the Catholic Faith to their children. If you have
question about registering or fees please call Charles
Hunt at 946-3287.
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults—RCIA
Becoming Catholic
The RCIA not only forms those desiring to become
Catholics by instructing them in the faith, worship and
practices of the Church, it uses various rites, or rituals,
to mark the stages towards full union with Christ and the
Church. In the coming weeks and months, candidates
seeking to join our parish family will be participating in
these special rituals during various Masses. Through the
Rites of Acceptance (for the un-baptized) and
Welcoming (for the baptized) candidates and
catechumens express publicly their intent to enter into a
formal relationship with the Church. These rites, and
others, take place during the Mass allowing us as
parishioners to recognize, welcome, pray for and
support those wanting to join our family of faith..
Catholic Humor
Last Monday, Mr. Chabail’s sixth-grade PSR class was
reviewing some Old Testament stories. In recounting the
story of Joshua’s victory at the battle of Jericho, one lad
got his tales mixed up. He said, “The Israelites
surrounded the town of Jericho. Then they huffed and
they puffed, and they blew the walls down!”
We are happy to report that as of the end
of December, 181 households have
increased their weekly contributions in
response to our Grateful Giving Program.
Their combined increase totals $1,949
per week. Thus far, the average increase
in weekly offering is $10.77. Another 71
households indicated that they will continue at their current
amount. Thank you for your stewardship and generosity!

Blood Drive
St. Justin Martyr ~ Lambur Hall
Sunday, January 26, 2020
8:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
Rest in Peace
Fr. James Beatty
Charlie DeBaltzo, brother of Toni Petti

Pastoral Associate, Beth Rossetti
946-1177

beth@stjustin.net
@SJM_Teen

Living Stations of the Cross
Believe or not Lent is only 5 weeks away. We are starting
to plan our annual Living Stations of the Cross Prayer
Service. Due to our small Confirmation Class we do not
have enough students to do the performance. We are
looking for teens from 7th grade – high school to play
key parts in this prayer service. We are also looking
for someone to portray Jesus. If you have a child that is
interested please contact the Beth at the parish office 9461177 or email me at beth@stjustin.net. Sadly if we don’t
get enough participants, this wonderful prayer service will
not happen this year.
Funeral Ministry
We are in need of Funeral Minister Volunteers.
Greeters are needed to pass out booklets to those who
enter the Church, Extra-Ordinary Ministers to administer
Communion during the funeral Mass, sending cards to
acknowledge special times in the first year of death (this is
done at home) and adult servers for funerals only; you do
not have to serve at Sunday Mass. A training takes place
before you begin at your convenience. If you are
interested, contact Beth Rossetti in the parish office. Our
funeral ministry helps out at funerals that take place in our
church, whenever needed. You are on a rotating basis,
your commitment is just occasionally.

Stewardship Commission
is looking to grow!
Our next meeting is on Tuesday, January 28 at 7:00PM in
the Church Meeting Room. The mission of our committee
is to do parish activities involving parishioners of the parish
and the community. Our next function will be our Parish
Service Night on Monday, March 2 in Lambur Hall. We will
once again be collecting items and filling boxes to send to
our troops. Planning help is needed. Would you like to join
us? Other events are the annual Halloween Party and
Easter Egg Hunt. Do you have more ideas? Contact Beth
in the Parish Office to join our Stewardship Committee.

Pre-Baptism Class
Wednesday, March 4
The next Pre-Baptism class will
be held on the first Wednesday of
March for parents whose first
child is to be baptized. This class
is required.
Please call 946-1177
to
upcoming class by March 1.

register

for

the

Holy Redeemer Homemade Super Bowl Pizza Sale
Name: ________________________________________________
Contact e-mail or phone number: ___________________________
______________________________________________________
_______ full sheet pizza @ $10.00 = ___________________
_______ half sheet pizza @ $5.00 = ___________________
_______lbs. hot Italian sausage @$3.00 = _______________

_______lbs. mild Italian sausage@$3.00 = ______________
Total enclosed = _____________
Orders must be received with payment into the Parish Office
by Monday, January 27.
You can also e-mail orders to louise@stjustin.net.
Make checks out to: Holy Redeemer or pay cash.
Pick up Saturday, February 1 at 5:00pm
in the Parish Office.
(A special thank you to Larry Farrier for once
again taking charge of this special sale!)

Recycling
Available
Just a reminder:
we have recycling
bins at the back
corner of the school building.
Please help us save our
environment and recycle!

2019 Contribution Statement Requests
If you want a statement of your 2019 contributions, simply fill
out this form and return it to the Parish Office or drop it in the
collection basket. You may then pick up your statement on the
table outside the office the following week. You may also call,
440-946-1177 or e-mail maryann@stjustin.net.
Name: __________________________________________
Address: ________________________________________
City/Zip: ________________Envelope No. ____________
Date needed: ____________________________________
 I’ll pick up next week at church

In an effort to better
Serve parishes and
Parishioners the Office
for
Worship
will
be
Offering monthly formation
sessions for extraordinary ministers of Holy
Communion.
We are in need of ministers to help at the
Masses. Please call Father Kevin as soon as
possible if you are interested in helping with this
Ministry. Deadline is January 14, 2020.
January 22, 2020
Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish
29850 Euclid Ave.

 Please mail to above address

Wickliffe, OH 44092

 Please e-mail to:

7:00 p.m.- 9:30 p.m. (check-in at 6:30 p.m.)

________________________________________________
Please prayerfully consider helping our church
in this most important way.

