24th Sunday in
Ordinary Time
“I forgave you your entire
debt because you begged
me to. Should you not
have had pity on your
fellow servant, as I had
pity on you?”
The parable Jesus tells today is the story of a king, but in
truth it is about Jesus himself. He is the “king” who has
forgiven our debts. We are the “servants” whose sins
have earned us chastisement. But when we repent and
ask for Christ’s mercy, he grants it to us without
hesitation.
The point of the parable, then, is that we too should
extend this mercy to others. We should not be like that
“wicked servant” who begged for mercy but would not
show it to others. Elsewhere, Jesus teaches us to pray,
“Forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors” (Mt.
6:12). We use different words, but a similar meaning
when we pray the Our Father asking God to “forgive us
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against
us.” But are we sure that we mean what we say?
It’s important to pause and evaluate how we are doing in
this regard. Are we harboring any grudges? Are there
people we refuse to forgive? Is there a situation where we
are seeking revenge instead of extending mercy? Jesus
asks us to do otherwise. He reminds us that we have
already been forgiven. We are right now enjoying the
benefits of his forgiveness. So we are called to bear in
mind our own sins, failings, weaknesses, and “debts”
when we deal with others instead of thinking that we are
perfectly innocent and acting as if we’ve never been the
beneficiary of mercy. So let us do our best to forgive as
we have been forgiven. This doesn’t mean approving of
wrong behavior; God doesn’t ask us to do that. But he
does ask us to let go of bitterness and foster mercy
instead.
Readings for the Week of September 17, 2017
Sunday: Sir 27:30—28:7/Ps 103:1-4, 9-12/Rom 14:7-9/Mt
18:21-35
Monday: 1 Tm 2:1-8/Ps 28:2, 7-9/Lk 7:1-10
Tuesday: 1 Tm 3:1-13/Ps 101:1b-3ab, 5-6/Lk 7:11-17
Wednesday: 1 Tm 3:14-16/Ps 111:1-6/Lk 7:31-35
Thursday: Eph 4:1-7, 11-13/Ps 19:2-5/Mt 9:9-13
Friday: 1 Tm 6:2c-12/Ps 49:6-10, 17-20/Lk 8:1-3
Saturday: 1 Tm 6:13-16/Ps 100:1b-5/Lk 8:4-15
Next Sunday: Is 55:6-9/Ps 145:2-3, 8-9, 17-18/Phil 1:20c24, 27a/Mt 20:1-16a

Mass Intentions for the Week
MONDAY - Sept. 18 ~ Weekday
7:00 PM Frances Shumar, Shumar Family
Rosary and Novena After Mass
TUESDAY - Sept. 19 ~ St. Januarius
8:30 AM Mother’s Day Remembrance
WEDNESDAY 8:30 AM Jack Philbin, Schulz Family
THURSDAY - Sept. 21 ~ St. Matthew
7:00 PM All Souls Remembrance
FRIDAY - Sept. 22 ~ Weekday
8:30 AM Michael Liner, Formica Family
SATURDAY - Sept. 23 ~ St. Pius of Pietrelcina
5:00 PM Valerie & Joseph Sternad, Carol Sternad
SUNDAY - Sept. 24 ~ 25th Sunday in Ordinary Time
7:30AM
Joseph E. Severino, Thomas Family
9:30AM
Michney Family, Leslie Simpson
11:30AM Mass for Parishioners
Confirmation Mass
(NO 5:00PM MASS SUNDAY)

Weekly Schedule
Sunday - September 17

Catechetical Sunday
2:00 PM (LH) Confirmation Practice
Monday - September 18
7:00 PM PSR
Tuesday - September 19
6:30 PM (CMR) Parish Council
7:00 PM (LHMR) Boy Scouts
Wednesday - September 20
6:30 PM (CMR) Bible Study
7:30 PM (C) Contemporary Musicians
NCYC Fundraiser at Trader Jack’s
Thursday - September 21
10:30 AM (C) Practice Oboe & Violin
7:00 PM (ATR) RCIA
7:30 PM (CMR) Finance Council
Sunday - September 24
11:30 AM (C) Confirmation at Mass
Reception to follow in Lambur Hall

Church Support ~ September 10, 2017
Total Collection: $7,865.00
Loose Money: $305.00
Envelopes: $7,560.00
Envelopes used: 274
Average per envelope: $27.59
Student envelopes: 5
Total Contributing Households: 709

Thank You & God Bless You!!

New Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion
class will be held October 15 at Divine Word in Kirtland
from 2:00-4:30pm. Check-in is at 1:30pm. Call Father
Kevin by October 1 to register. Eucharistic Ministers are
needed; please prayerfully consider becoming a part of
this ministry.

Please Pray...

Dear Parishioners,
Today’s Gospel speaks to us of God’s mercy, our need
for mercy and the need we have to be merciful towards
others. God reconciles us to Him through Jesus’ death
and Resurrection, giving us new life. The Holy Spirit is
bestowed on us so that we may grow in this new life.
Next weekend we will welcome the Most Reverend
Bishop Nelson J. Perez to our parish for the celebration
of Confirmation. Please pray for our young men and
women candidates and their sponsors. May God’s gift of
the Holy Spirit enrich their lives and, through them, our
whole world.
The Holy Spirit is our Companion and Guide, our Helper
on the way. Let us pray for the gift of the Spirit on us all.
All powerful God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
by water and the Holy Spirit
You freed your sons and daughters from sin
and gave them new life.
Send your Spirit upon them
to be their Helper and Guide.
Give them the spirit of wisdom and understanding,
the spirit of right judgment and courage,
the spirit of knowledge and reverence.
Fill them with the spirit of wonder and awe
in your presence. Amen. (Confirmation Rite)

Please pray for all of our parishioners who are sick or
hospitalized: Mason Adkinson, Hilda Aucelli, Sue Beam,
Agnes Brown, Frank Brown, Tom Bukovec, Clifford
Coffey, Rob DelSesto, Elizabeth Dravecky, Karen
Dudash, Judith Greger, Zoe Haas, Mike Hanlon, Carrilynn
Horwath, Ava Jusko, Kathy Kurchak, William Koshar, Jan
Kulas, Charles McHugh, Anthony Melaragno, Debbie
Orlando, Henry Oschip, Sandi Pandy, Billy Paolucci,
Cindy Pike, Marie Rieck, Kris Ruhe, Bill Sprenger,
Clarence Svoboda, Taylor Thorne, Greg Usko, Phil
Wolfson, Mary Lou & Tom Zelazney, the shut-ins, those in
nursing homes, those needing prayers, and all of the
intentions written in our Book of Prayers located in the
gallery. Many prayers help.
To add a name for prayers, please call the parish office,
946-1177 or louise@stjustin.net.

Prayer Line

 Please call Theresa Davison, 942-5761, to add your
request to the Prayer Chain.

 You can reach the Sisters of Notre Dame prayer line at
440-279-1163.

Eucharistic Adoration
Adorers needed:

Monday: 1:00 & 3:00 PM Marge, 942-8989
Tuesday: 1:00 & 7:00 PM: Carolyn, 951-4686
Wednesday: 11:00 PM: Carole, 951-0280
Thursday: 6:00PM: Sue, 488-1962
 Friday: 9:00 AM, 6:00PM, Loretta, 942-7396
Questions? Call Marion, 975-8208

Peace, Fr. Kevin

Catechetical Sunday
The service of parish catechists is highlighted this
weekend by recognizing their efforts in educating
parish youth and adults in the Catholic Faith. We are
all called to be evangelists by sharing our faith with
others, while catechists do more than that! Men and
women of our parish offer in-depth instruction to PSR,
Confirmation and RCIA participants. This year’s
theme is "Living as Missionary Disciples."
Please pray for all catechists in their teaching
ministry, especially at each Mass this weekend.

Wedding Banns
I Lisa Piacquadio & Joseph Likovic
I Kelly Dunegan & Christopher Giegerich

St. Justin Martyr is seeking a full time maintenance
person. Duties include maintenance of the buildings
and property of the parish, making sure all facilities
are in working order. Handles all janitorial
responsibilities as well as needed upkeep in
designated areas. Hours are 7:00am-3:00pm Monday
-Friday, responsible for 24/7 emergency situations.
To Apply: Applicant must pass BCI and FBI
background checks and Virtus training. Interested
parties may email resume to sjmoffice@stjustin.net or
complete an application at the parish office. For more
information and complete responsibilities and
qualifications, contact the parish office at (440)9461177 or check out the website, www.stjustin.net.
Catholic Communications Campaign
The weekend of September 23-24, our parish will take up
the collection for the Catholic Communications Campaign.
This collection communicates the Gospel through Catholic
social media activities and enriches our faith through
podcasts, television, radio, and print media. Half of all
proceeds remain in our diocese and support local needs, so
please be generous in this collection.

Stewardship
Living life as a steward isn’t always easy.
The life of a steward models the life of Jesus. It is
challenging and even difficult in many respects, yet joy
comes to those who take the risk to live as stewards.
When the word “steward” is used in the Bible it refers to
one who cares for vineyards, livestock, and property of
others. Jesus said “Whoever believes in me will do the
work that I do, and will do greater ones than these.”
John 14:12
Jesus is telling us to be kind to one another and to help
each other. There are many examples of this through
the work of our ministries at St. Justin Martyr.
Preschool Registration Now Open
St. Justin Martyr Preschool is now accepting registration
for the 2017-2018 school year. Our 4 year old program
is Monday-Wednesday-Friday, 8:00-10:45am. Please
pick up a registration packet at the St. Justin Martyr
Parish Office during regular hours.
If you have any questions, please call 946-1177 and we
would be happy to answer them for you.

Bakers Needed
for the Confirmation Liturgy reception after the 11:30 AM
Mass on September 24. Please contact the Parish
Office if you are baking and drop off your bake goods
anytime on Saturday, September 23 or before the 11:30
Mass on Sunday.

Helping Hands Needs:
Boxed Potatoes & Jello
Please drop these off in the baskets in the
Church Gallery.

There is Hope
Homeward Bound has planted a seed inviting Catholics to
come home. Some have responded and this is one we
would like to share. Judy e-mailed this: ‘I am praying mine
and others return to the practice of the Catholic faith.
I asked my grandson if his new girl friend is Catholic like me.
He was never baptized and he responded: "yes she is
Catholic like us". There is Hope. There are others out there
who might want to share their stories. Please e-mail Ron at
rrmona@ yahoo.com or call, 440-942-2887. Thank you.

Women’s Fellowship Group
Meet in Room 103 at 5:00pm for rosary; meeting begins
at 5:15pm at St. Mary Magdalene. Bible Study of Psalm
18, A King’s Thanksgiving for Victory with Cathy Stirling.
Don’t forget to bring your Bible, your beverage and a
buddy to share with us in our prayer and fellowship.
Questions or more information? Call Cathy Stirling 4634147 or Sandi Shell, 516-0338 for more information

Celebration of the
Sacrament of Confirmation

Protecting God’s Children

Sunday, September 24, 2017

The Diocese of Cleveland’s “Protecting God’s Children”
program is a continuing effort to instruct and inform
everyone about the protection of children from sexual
abuse. To report any past or present suspected
inappropriate behavior toward children by priests,
deacons, religious lay ecclesial ministers, or personnel
associated with the Church, please contact the
Diocesan Response Service office at 216-334-2999
or e-mail response_services@dioceseofcleveland.org.
You are also asked to immediately inform local
authorities about inappropriate behavior.

Family Perspectives
When we forgive someone, we unilaterally choose not
to hold a grudge against him or her. When we
reconcile, we move to a new plateau in our relationship
where the needs of all parties are heard and respected.
In families we can sometimes forgive someone without
even speaking. Reconciling is more difficult, for we
must involve the one who has hurt us and rebuild trust.
It is not always safe or possible to reconcile, but
forgiveness is an essential ingredient of the Kingdom of
Heaven.

Your presence is requested
for the

at 11:30 in the morning.
St. Justin Martyr Church

The main celebrant will be
The Most Reverend Nelson J. Perez
Bishop of the
Diocese
of Cleveland
who will be conferring the Sacrament.
A social
will immediately follow
All
are
welcome.

Confirmation 2017
Joyfully Living:
Gifted Forever

Director of Religious Education, Charles Hunt
946-3287 charles@stjustin.net
What’s Francis Saying Now?
Short Messages (Tweets) from Pope Francis
+ To “take the first step” is, above all, to go out and
meet others with Christ the Lord.
+ Charity helps us to know the truth and truth calls for
acts of kindness.
+ Our contagious joy must be our first testimony to the
closeness and love of God.
+ Today there are many who hunger for God, who
hunger for dignity. As Christians, we must help them to
be satiated by God.
Forming Children in Faith—PSR
~ Parish School of Religion
It is not too late to sign up for PSR. The deadline for
registration was September 3rd and classes began
Monday, September 11. Children whose registration
forms are received hereafter will need to start later.
Registration forms are in the church gallery and office.
Children who attend public schools are required to
attend PSR classes. The goal of PSR is to form children
as disciples of Jesus by developing their understanding
of Christian doctrine, encouraging a Christian moral life,
inviting them to worship and prayer in Catholic liturgy,
and orienting them toward service. St. Justin Martyr
Parish School of Religion is at the service of parents,
assisting them in the important task of handing on the
Catholic Faith to their children.
Becoming Catholic - RCIA
~ Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults
RCIA started Thursday, September 7 and it is not too
late to jump in. RCIA is the gradual formation process
for men and women to come to know Jesus Christ and
to be initiated into the Catholic Church. If you or
someone you know are interested in joining the Catholic
Church, please speak with Fr. Kevin, a team member, or
the RCIA coordinator Charles Hunt at 440-946-3287 &
Charles@stjustin.net. The RCIA Team invites you to
offer a weekly Rosary for the intention of increasing the
membership of St. Justin Martyr Church.

Catholic Humor
A newly ordained associate pastor was really nervous
about hearing confessions at his new parish. So, he
asked the older priest to listen in. After several
parishioners finished with their confessions, the older
priest offered him a little advice, “Just cross your arms
over your chest, rub your chin and try saying things like,
‘I see, yes, go on. I understand.’ How did you feel about
that?” The new priest tried out the gestures and
words. Then the older priest asked, “Good, now don’t
you think that sounds a lot better than slapping your
knee and saying, ‘No way! You did what?’”

Pastoral Associate ~ Beth Rossetti
946-1177
beth@stjustin.net
@SJM_Teen

@SJM_Teen

Confirmation 2017
Confirmation 2017 practice is Sunday, September
17 for sponsors and candidates at 2:00pm in
Lambur Hall. If sponsors cannot make it send an
adult in their place.
Prayer partners please remember your candidate
on Confirmation Day, September 24 at 11:30 AM
Mass. You might want to buy a small gift or card to
give to your prayer partner on Confirmation Day.
Please drop it off at the parish office.

2017-18 Confirmation and Fresh Faith
All applications for 2017-18 Fresh Faith and
Confirmation are past due. Don’t forget Fresh Faith
is a prerequisite for our Confirmation Program.

NCYC Fundraiser
Support our high school teens and chaperones
going to the National Catholic Youth Conference.
Attend our Fundraiser Day on September 20 at
Trader Jacks. Dine In or Take Out! We receive 15%
of your total bill, including all types of drinks. All you
have to do is give your server the tear off below
and we’ll get your profits. Thank you, Anne, Alexis,
Annalisa, Andi, Ashley, Blaise, Josh, Mike, Kim,
Diane and Beth.

Save the Date!
for the Halloween Party, October 28 from
6-8:30pm in Lambur Hall…
more information to follow.

Present this with your bill at
Trader Jack’s on September 20
Thanks for a wonderful dinner!
Please give 15% of my bill to
St. Justin Martyr Church for the high
school teens and
chaperones going to the
National Catholic Youth Conference
NCYC!

6th Annual
“Just in the Mood for Fashion Show”
You are cordially invited to our annual fashion show
featuring the latest fall fashions by Dress Barn and a
delicious lunch by Mario Fazio Restaurant on October 8,
2017 in St. Justin Martyr Lambur Hall. To make our event
even more enjoyable there will be a Chinese Auction, our
“Frenzy” table, plus door prizes. This year we will be adding
a unique twist to the event. Modeling Dress Barn’s
attractive line of fall and holiday fashions will be a beautiful
group of both mothers and daughters, and grandmothers
and granddaughters. This event will be appealing to all
ages and tickets for this year‘s event will only be $15 per
person. Signup sheets are located in the church lobby and
on our website www.stjustin.net. If you have questions or
would like to reserve a table for your family and friends,
contact Cheryl at 440-942-3391. We are looking forward to
sharing an afternoon of fun with you.

Holy Land & Jordan Trip with Father Kevin
October 1-12, 2018
Father Kevin is very excited to be making this trip. Father
Wiatrowski, his classmate, has travelled with this company
a number of times and it has always been a great
experience. It will be wonderful to experience the Holy
Land. At many of the sites there will be time for Mass and
prayer. The brochure with all the details and info for the trip
is available on the Parish website, www.stjustin.net or use
the link www.cvent.com/d/85q5m1.
Space is limited. Tour size is only 30 people. There is
an informational meeting on Wednesday, October 11, 2017
at 7:00pm at St. Barnabas in Northfield. All are welcome to
attend and find out more about the trip.

From the director of Compassion, along with some of the
performers, the hard-hitting music of THE ANSWER helps
audiences get in touch with the relevance of the messages
of the past in dealing with serious issues of modern day.
Sunday, September 24 at 7:00pm at the Music Box Supper
Club Concert Hall. See the flyer in the Gallery for more
information.
Chaplain Services at the Prisons and Jails
located in the Diocese of Cleveland
If you have a loved one incarcerated in one of the eight
counties of the Diocese and would like to have a priest,
deacon or one of our lay volunteer ministers visit with
them, please call the Parish Life Office at 800-869-6525 or
216-696-6525 x 3500. The Diocesan Ministry to the
Incarcerated has a presence in the three state prisons, the
county jails and the juvenile facilities located within our
diocese. We would be glad to have someone visit with
them.

“Gather Together” for the
Notre Dame Sisters
55th Annual BBQ & Boutique
An annual fall tradition and outreach ministry that
combines famous BBQ, delicious apple pies and the
yearly opportunity for friends, family, former students
and volunteers to support the ongoing mission of the
Sisters of Notre Dame.
Come on Sunday, September 17 or 24 from noon to
5pm. Tickets are available at the door. BBQ chicken
or ribs, coleslaw or applesauce, chips, roll, butter,
beverage and apple pie. Chicken, $13, Ribs, $16.
Take out available. Event is held at Notre DameCathedral Latin Gymnasium, 13000 Auburn Rd.,
Chardon.
St. Ignatius High School
The Grade School Latin and French program for 6, 7 and
8 grades will be held on Saturdays. The course is
FREE! Both classes begin October 7. You can register
online www.ignatius.edu/grade_school. or call 216-6510222 ext. 253.

From September 27 to November 5, you’re invited to
join other Christians for 40 Days for Life —40 days of
prayer and fasting for an end to abortion. You’re also
invited to stand and peacefully pray anytime between
7 am to 7 pm during the 40-day vigil in the public
right-of-way outside Preterm, 12000 Shaker Blvd.,
Cleveland, or Planned Parenthood, 25350 Rockside
Rd., Bedford Hts., or Family Planning, 54 South State
St., Painesville. Please help spread the word about
this important community outreach. Contact John
Noall at clevelandpraysforlife@gmail.com or 216-2459744 for more information.
Websites:
www.40daysforlife.com/cleveland
www.40daysforlife.com/painesville
www.40daysforlife.com/bedfordheights
Welcome Home to Inactive Catholics
Divine Word Parish will again be hosting this program
beginning October 3 at 7:00pm in the parish rectory for
five weeks. The program is non-challenging, nonconfrontational and very welcoming. For more information
contact Deacon Carl Varga or Marti Smith, 256-1412.
Catholic Family Day
Join the Cleveland Indians for Mass and a ballgame at
Progressive Field on October 1st. Pre-game Mass at
10:15 am. Tickets starting at $14. Purchase online
http://m.mlb.com/indians/tickets/group/catholicfamilyday
Enter the special passcode “baseball”. Additional
questions call 216-420-4162 or email jplys@indians.com.

