Third Sunday
of Advent
Who did you come to
see? A version of this
question is posed by
Jesus many times in the
Gospels. He asks it of
Andrew and John when
they begin to follow him.
He asks it of Mary Magdalene in the garden of the
resurrection. He asks it in today’s Gospel. “What did
you go out to the desert to see?” There is something
innately human about “seeing.” Animals have eyes
— some with much more powerful vision than our
own — but that’s not the kind of seeing Jesus is
talking about. We could phrase the question several
other ways. “What are you looking for?” “What are
you longing for?” “Whom do you seek?”
It is in seeing for ourselves that our suspicions or
hypotheses are confirmed, that our desires discover
their fulfillment, and that we can rest for a moment in
certainty. John the Baptist sought certainty of Jesus’
identity. “Are you the one who is to come, or should
we look for another?” Jesus sends word to him
based on the testimony of sight, observations of the
mighty deeds Jesus has begun to work. “Go and tell
John what you hear and see.”
God recognizes our desire to see. In the Incarnation,
the Word is made flesh. The invisible is made visible.
The supernatural is made manifest in an infant who
can do little more than the most natural of
movements as he feeds, cries, sleeps. We don’t
need to wait for Christmas to see God. The work of
God is all around us. Those blinded by sin “regain
their sight.” People overcome backgrounds of
poverty and violence to make world-changing
contributions. Addicts grow and heal. Truth is
spoken, and people listen. Let’s pray for the grace to
see God’s movement in our lives this week. How
have you seen the work of God?
Readings for Week of December 15, 2019
Sunday: Is 35:1-6a, 10/ Ps 146:6-7, 8-9, 9-10 [Is
35:4]/Jas5:7-10/Mt 11:2-11
Monday: Nm 24:2-7, 15-17a/Ps 25:4-5ab, 6 and 7bc, 8-9
[4]/Mt 21:23-27
Tuesday: Gn 49:2, 8-10/Ps 72:1-2, 3-4ab, 7-8, 17 [cf.
7]/Mt1 :1-17
Wednesday: Jer 23:5-8/Ps 72:1-2, 12-13, 18-19 [cf. 7]
/Mt 1:18-25
Thursday:Jgs 13:2-7, 24-25a/Ps 71:3-4a, 5-6ab, 16-17
[cf.8]/Lk 1:5-25
Friday: Is 7:10-14/Ps 24:1-2, 3-4ab, 5-6 [cf. 7c, 10b]/Lk
1:26-38
Saturday: Sg 2:8-14 or Zep 3:14-18a/Ps 33:2-3, 11-12, 2021 [1a; 3a]/Lk 1:39-45
Next Sunday: Is 7:10-14/ Ps 24:1-2, 3-4, 5-6 7c,10b]/Rom
1:1-7/Mt 1:18-2

Mass Intentions for the Week
MONDAY - December 16 ~ Advent Weekday
7:00 PM Pat Walton, Theresa Davison
7:30 PM Rosary & Novena
TUESDAY - December 17 ~ Advent Weekday
8:30 AM Father’s Day Remembrance
WEDNESDAY– December 18 ~ Advent Weekday
8:30 AM Alice Hrehocik, Loretta Maestle
THURSDAY - December 19 ~ Advent Weekday
7:00 PM Henry W. Wilson, Wilson Family
FRIDAY– December 20 ~ Advent Weekday
8:30 AM Mary Cefaratti, Michaele Kelly
SATURDAY - December 21 ~ Advent Weekday
5:00 PM Carilynn Horwath/
Angela & Charles Lardomita, Maria Horwath
SUNDAY– December 22 ~ Fourth Sunday of Advent
7:30 AM Coan-Kokish, Kokish Family
9:30 AM Eileen Simpson, Leslie Simpson
11:30 AM Irene Liebhardt, Family
5:00 PM Mass for Parishioners

Weekly Schedule
Monday, December 16
7:00 PM PSR
8:45 PM (LH) Mens BB
Tuesday, December 17
1:00 PM (ATR) Adult Education Class: Forgiven
7:00 PM (LHMR) Boy Scouts
7:30-8:30 PM (C) Confessions
Wednesday, December 18
7:00 PM (Church) Cont. Musicians
8:00 PM (LH) Men’s VB
Thursday, December 19
3:00-4:00PM & 7:30-8:30PM (C) Confessions
6:00 PM (Church)aChildren’s Choir
7:00 PM (ATR) RCIA
Friday, December 20
3:00-4:00PM (C) Confessions
Saturday, December 21
3:00-4:30 PM (C)aConfessions

Thank you to everyone who participated in the 2019
Fall Campaign of 40 Days for Life.
God blessed the campaign and we know 738 babies,
mothers and families were spared from abortion, including 4
babies in our communities, and 5 more abortion workers
converted. Praise God! Cumulatively over the 12 years of 40
Days for Life, there have been 16,742 babies spared from
abortion, 196 converted abortion workers, and 104 abortion
facility closures. Praise God! We look forward to praying with
you from February 26 – April 5 in the 2020 spring campaign.
God bless you and thank you.

Please
Dear Parishioners,
“Strengthen the hands that are feeble, make firm the knees
that are weak, say to those whose hearts are frightened: be
strong, fear not! Here is your God!”
The prophet Isaiah describes the strong confidence and joy
of this third week of Advent. While we wait for Jesus’ final
coming in glory, we stay active in the prayer and works that
flow from His Life, Death, and Resurrection. Christ comes
to the world again and again through our sharing in His life.
This Sunday we light the rose, or pink, candle of the Advent
wreath as a sign of that hope and joy.
The Sacrament of Penance and Reconciliation is a
wonderful way to be strengthened. What could be more
hopeful than to celebrate Christmas with mind and heart
renewed by God’s forgiving grace? Confession times this
week are listed in the bulletin.
Thanks to the generosity of our parishioners, the Tree of
Sharing will brighten the Christmas for many families--both
for those who give and for those who will receive. Helping
Hands Food Bank continues to feed the hungry in our area.
Please enjoy an early Christmas gift to all our parish
households, the book Rediscover The Saints by Matthew
Kelly. The book will be distributed next weekend and on
Christmas.
Peace,

Fr. Kevin

Pray… Please pray for all of our
parishioners who are sick or hospitalized: Klara
ACS, June Barr, Sue Beam, Kathy Boey, George
Borowski, Agnes Brown, Frank Brown, John Brown,
Iris Clarke, Patrick Costello, Bob Cozza, Jackie
D’Astolfo,
Genevieve
Deleandro,
Elizabeth
Dravecky, John Finegan, Ronald Furlong, Rob
Gorgon, Judith Greger, Zoe Haas, Barbara
Hangman, Mike Hanlon, Jason Hahn, Ed Hurayt,
Ava Jusko, Keith Karel, Kathy Kirsch, Dick & Irene
Kornblum, Jan Kulas, Chuck Lewis, Colleen Lloyd,
Charles McHugh, Anthony Melaragno, Isabelle
Meyers, Henry Oschip, Anson Papa, Billy Paolucci,
Cindy Pike, Kate Pilotti, Nancy Preble, Kris Ruhe,
Rose & Joseph Rusiecki, Martin Sintic, Bill
Sprenger, Marsha Szymanski, Susan Templin,
JoAnn Topoly, Joanne Touhalisky, Greg Usko,
Courtney Whitman, Cheryl Wilson, Phil Wolfson,
Tom Zelazney, Audrey Zupan, the shut-ins, those
in nursing homes, those needing prayers, and all of
the intentions written in our Book of Prayers located
in the gallery. Many prayers help.
To add a name for prayers, please call the parish
office, 946-1177 or louise@stjustin.net.

Prayer Line

Please call Theresa Davison, 942-5761, to add your
request to the Prayer Chain. You can reach the
Sisters of Notre Dame prayer line at 440-279-1163.
There will be no Adoration
December 23-26
December 31 and January 1
Eucharistic Adoration Adorers needed:

Advent & Christmas Schedule
Sacrament of Penance
Tuesday, December 17 ~ 7:30-8:30PM
Thursday, December 19 ~ 3:00-4:00PM, 7:30-8:30PM
Friday, December 20 ~ 3:00-4:00PM
Saturday, December 21 ~ 3:00-4:00PM
Monday, December 23 ~ 3:00-4:00PM, 7:30-8:30PM
Celebration of the Holy Eucharist
Solemnity of the Nativity of Christ
Tuesday, December 24 – Christmas Eve
Vigil Mass of the Birth of Christ
4:00 PM (Church) with Contemporary Musicians
4:00 PM (Lambur Hall)
10:00 PM Evening Mass (Church)
Solemnity of Christmas
Wednesday, December 25 – Christmas Day
7:30 AM, 9:30 AM, 11:30 AM
Please note:
There is no 5:00PM Mass on Christmas Day
Solemnity of Mary, the Mother of God
(Holy Day of Obligation)
Tuesday, December 31
Vigil Mass: 5:00 PM
Wednesday, January 1, 2019
Mass: 9:30 AM, 11:30 AM

Monday: 6:00PM Marge, 942-8989
Tuesday: Carolyn, 622-4926
Wednesday: 11:00 PM: Margee, 951-6986
Thursday: 2:00, 8:00 PM: Sue, 488-1962
Friday: 10:00 AM, 6:00PM, Loretta, 942-7396
Questions? Call Marion, 975-8208

Church Support ~ December 8, 2019
Total Collection:
$11,255.25
Thank You and God Bless You!

Family Perspectives
Without the angel’s intervention, a confused and
hurt Joseph was planning to quietly divorce Mary.
Those people who come into our lives at times of
confusion and help us find our way are truly
angels to us, like Joseph, we need to listen to
them, frequently those angels are in our own
homes.

St. Justin Martyr Holy Name Society /
Paul Misch Scholarship
The St. Justin Martyr Holy Name Society is
again offering one partial scholarship to
those who will be attending a Catholic high
school in September of next year. This scholarship is for
their Freshman and Sophomore years in the amount of
$2,000.00 for each year. One student will be chosen on
the basis of financial need, academics and a required
essay. This scholarship is open to all eighth graders of
St. Justin Martyr Parish to assist in their Catholic high
school education. Applications are available in the
Parish Office or online, www.stjustin.net.

SJM Advent Adult Education Series

A 3-part video presentation on God’s Mercy
Third Program: Tuesday, December 17
1:00-2:30 pm in the school’s ATR
Contact Charlie Hunt to register
946-3287 or Charles@stjustin.net
You are welcome to attend one or all sessions
Lake County Right to Life will be hosting a caroling
hour in conjunction with the Pro-Life Action League's
annual "Peace in the Womb" Caroling Day. This beloved
activity brings the Christmas message of peace and joy to
the darkness of the abortion clinic. Join other pro-lifers at
abortion facilities across the country as we sing our
favorite carols reminding pro-choicers that the salvation of
the world came through an unplanned pregnancy!
Our local event will be held on Monday, December 16th
from Noon-1pm outside Family Planning Association of
North East Ohio. The event will be held on the corner of
S. State Street and E. Washington Street in Painesville,
Ohio. Public parking is available in the area on S. St.
Claire St. and E. Washington St. near the clinic. Limited,
timed parking is available on the surrounding streets as
well. The clinic location is 54 S. State St, Painesville,
OH. Please DO NOT park in their lot.

Children’s Christmas Choir
Children are invited to sing at our Christmas Eve Liturgy
on Tuesday, December 24 at 4:00 PM in Lambur Hall.
Practices will be held on Thursday, December 19 from
6:00 to 7:00 PM in the Church. Please pick up a
permission slip by the bulletin board in the gallery or print
one out online (under current events). You can either email
to
Music
Director,
Tom
Gulden,
at
guldentamas@msn.com or bring to practice; if you have
any questions call Tom at 440-897-0301. Thank you!

Please see the statement from the Diocese of Cleveland.
The Catholic Diocese of Cleveland was made aware last
week that law enforcement associated with the Ohio
Internet Crimes Against Children Task Force arrived at
St. Joseph Parish in Strongsville last week with a warrant
to search the living and office spaces of parish parochial
vicar Rev. Robert McWilliams for items related to possible
crimes committed in Geauga County.
Law enforcement conducted its search and seized various
electronic devices, including laptop computers, a cell
phone, and an iPad associated with or belonging to Fr.
McWilliams. As a result of search, Fr. McWilliams was
taken into custody. After being notified of the matter, the
diocese immediately placed Fr. McWilliams on
administrative leave pending the outcome of this matter.
St. Joseph Parish, Sts. Joseph and John School and the
Diocese of Cleveland are committed to protecting children
and stand ready to cooperate with law enforcement to
assist in the investigation.
Protecting God’s Children
The Diocese of Cleveland’s “Protecting God’s Children”
program is a continuing effort to instruct and inform
everyone about the protection of children from sexual
abuse. To report any past or present suspected
inappropriate behavior toward children by priests, deacons,
religious, lay ecclesial ministers or personnel associated
with the Church, please contact the Diocesan Response
Service Office at 216-334-2999 or response_services@
dioceseofcleveland.org. You are also asked to immediately
inform local authorities about inappropriate behavior

Mater Dei Academy
The annual Knight to Remember Gala is
March 7, 7-11pm.
This adults-only
evening features side boards, Chinese
Auction, 50/50 and other games! Tickets
are on sale now and make great
Christmas gifts. Call the school office at
440-585-0800 to reserve your tickets or
they can be ordered online at Tickets are just $20 and can
be ordered online at https:materdeiacademy

Society of St. Vincent DePaul
The Cleveland CAVS have teamed up with the SVP
Society’s Hunger Centers to help feed the hungry this
Christmas season. The CAVS are offering discounted
tickets to the Friday, December 20th home game at 7PM
against the Memphis Grizzles. In addition to your tickets
purchase benefitting our hunger centers, all attendees will
receive a Whammer Bobblehead. The funfilled evening
includes a free throw on the court after the game-a great
photo op for all!
Order tickets at svdpcle.org or
https://go.rallyup.com/svdp-cavs. Ticket sales end 12/19 at
5pm.
Our Town and All Around
Books are in!
Lake County Right to Life is once
again selling these books for $28.
Make checks to: LCRTL

Director of Religious Education
Charles Hunt
946-3287
charles@stjustin.net

Pastoral Associate,
Beth Rossetti
946-1177 beth@stjustin.net

@SJM_Teen

Advent Calendars for Children
A wonderful way for our children to take spiritual steps
closer to the celebration of Christmas is by using an Advent
Calendar. The daily prayers and advice will help your child
find the true meaning in Christmas. Advent Calendars are
available in the church office for only $1.00.
PSR
Parish School of Religion
Children who attend public schools are required to attend
PSR classes. The goal of PSR is to form children as
disciples of Jesus. SJM PSR is at the service of parents,
assisting them in the important task of handing on the
Catholic Faith to their children. If you have questions about
registering or fees please call Charles Hunt at 946-3287.
Becoming Catholic—RCIA
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults
RCIA is the process in which men and women are gradually
introduced to the Catholic way of life and become fully
initiated. If you or someone you know are interested in
joining the Catholic Church at St. Justin Martyr, please
speak with Fr. Kevin, a team member or the RCIA
coordinator,
Charles
Hunt
at
440-946-3287
& Charles@stjustin.net.
Catholic Humor
One morning a man came into the church on crutches. He
stopped in front of the holy water font, splashed some holy
water on both legs, and then threw away his crutches. An
altar boy witnessed the scene and then ran into the rectory
to tell the priest what he'd just seen. "Son, you've just
witnessed a miracle!" the priest said. "Tell me, where is the
man now?" "Flat on his back over by the font," the boy
replied.

“Thank You hardly seems adequate to convey what it
means to us,” says a Catholic sister of the financial
assistance her community received from the Retirement
Fund for Religious. Prayer-filled thanks for your donation to
last week’s second collection.

Available in the
Parish Office.

Thanks to all those who donated and wrote Christmas
cards for shut-ins and those incarcerated this year!
Between the collaborative efforts of Lake/Geauga District
we did 3,978 total cards! Our group on Wednesday signed
1,912. We had our parishioners and parishioners from 3
other parishes. Our recipients will include at more than 20
nursing homes, 2 hospice programs, the Lake and
Geauga county jails, the youth detention center, Project
Hope for the Homeless, 2 hot meal programs, Deepwood
participants, Catholic Charities program recipients, the
Lake and Geauga county women’s shelters participants
and homebound parishioners. THANK YOU FOR GIVING
OTHERS A MERRY CHRISTMAS!
Calling ALL teens in 7-12th grade.
We received an invitation to join the
teens for the Lake/Geauga District
Youth Lock In at St. Francis of
Assisi on Jan 4-5, 2020. Different
events will happen all through the
night, laser tag, painting, video
game tournament, spa time,
movies, basketball, volleyball and
dodge ball, food, adoration and
more. The climax of the event will
be a Midnight Mass and Eucharistic
Procession back to the school where we will have Jesus in
the chapel for the night for teens to take time to
pray.
Contact Mrs. R. in the parish office if you are
interested.
Funeral Ministry
We are in need of Funeral Minister Volunteers.
Greeters are needed to pass out booklets to those who
enter the Church, Extra-Ordinary Ministers of Holy
Communion to administer Communion during the funeral
Mass and adult servers for funerals only, you do not have to
serve at Sunday Mass. A training takes place before you
begin at your convenience. If you are interested contact
Beth Rossetti in the parish office. Our funeral ministry helps
out at funerals that take place in our church, whenever
needed. You are on a rotating basis, your commitment is
just occasionally.

So far 342 parishioners have
responded to the Catholic Charities
campaign. We are at 91.16% or only
$4945 from our goal. Thank you and
God bless you! If you still have not
replied and would like to contribute, your donations are still
welcome https://ccdocle.org/donate. We invite you to view the
stories
of
inspiration
and
more
information
at
www.catholiccommunity.org
/ 2019Appeal .

Holiday Helps for the
Divorced and Separated
Wondering what the New Year will
bring? Join us for this special
program intended to focus on opening opportunities for
growth and new beginnings. We will meet Tuesday
evenings from 7:00-9:00pm on December 17, 2019 and
January 7, 2020 at St. Noel Church, 35200 Chardon Rd.,
Willoughby Hills. To register or for more info, call Karen at
440-352-8282 or email at kjubeck@st-gabriel.org.

The Jesuit Retreat Center ~ 5629 State Rd., Parma.
December Morning Prayer for Women will be Monday,
December 16 from 9:30am - 11:00am. Women from all
walks of life are invited to pray together and learn more about
the beauty of prayer. Led by Sr. Mary Ann Flannery, S.C.,
this prayer group will refresh your spirit and help you find
strength in regular prayer habits. Bring your Bible and come
as you are! Cost: $8.
Calix AA Men’s Retreat: God’s Grace. Friday, December
20, 6:00pm - Sunday, December 22, 11:00am. Presented
by George B and Team. It is from God’s grace that we were
all spared from this disease, and it is his grace that we are all
thankful. Included are daily conferences, time for prayer and
reflection, a healing service, and Mass. A Recovery Retreat
is a time to nurture your serenity and find the strength to work
the steps of recovery. The weekend includes presentations
and 5 meals. Limited scholarship assistance is available.
Cost $170. To register for either retreats, contact 884-9300
or visit www.jesuitretreatcenter.org

It has been the custom at
St. Justin to take up a special
collection of baby items on
Christmas Eve. These items
are donated to Birthright of
Lake County.
If you would like to join in this
celebration of life, we invite you
to place your gift in one of the receptacles located at both
entrances of Lambur Hall as well as in the gallery area of the
Church. Gift suggestions include diapers (all sizes), receiving
blankets, bedding (crib sheets and/or comforters) clothing,
socks, undershirts and sleepers (birth to 18 months).
We recommend you wrap the gifts.
On behalf of the Respect Life Committee,
thank you for being part of this special
ministry. May God continue to bless and
protect your Holy Family.

Thank You!
Helping Hands thanks you for your generosity,
for your gifts and for your donations!
So many children and families will be smiling on
Christmas, thanks to your generosity!

Shopping on Amazon? Read Below!
We would encourage you to use AmazonSmile the next time you buy from Amazon in order to help our parish in its mission to
assist the religious, educational and charitable ministries within our parish community.
Setting up an account is easy:
1. Visit smile.amazon.com
2. Sign in as usual
3. Under “Accounts and Lists” find Your Amazon Smile.
4. Select St. Justin Martyr Parish (Eastlake) as your charity
5. Start shopping!
Once you select St. Justin Martyr as your charity, the only thing you need to remember is to make your future purchases
through smile.amazon.com, not Amazon.com. AmazonSmile is a website operated by Amazon. The Foundation donates
0.5% of the price of eligible purchases to the parish.

