Each Advent season, we prepare
to welcome Jesus into the inns
and stables of our hearts. But
Jesus’ coming wasn’t welcomed
by everyone with choirs of angels.
For St. Joseph, the first coming of
Jesus
was
a
bit
more
complicated. “When his mother
Mary was betrothed to Joseph,
but before they lived together,
she was found with child through
the Holy Spirit.” For Joseph,
opening his heart (and home) to Jesus meant, at best,
appearing to all the world like a man who had
impregnated his wife out of wedlock. At worst, he
appeared a cuckold, raising the child of another man. God
doesn’t always appear the way we expect.
For some of us, the birth of Christ is a bit relationally
complicated. Perhaps over the past few months, a loved
one has died. This Christmas, you’re taking it upon
yourself to keep up the traditions and hold the family
together. Welcoming Jesus means welcoming grief.
Perhaps it’s a difficult relative (or two or three) and it’s all
you can do to bite your tongue and swallow your pride
while they’re under your roof. Welcoming Jesus means
welcoming strife, discord, and tension.
Yet “do not be afraid,” the angel says. Do not be afraid.
Why? Because we celebrate the birth of “Emmanuel,
which means ‘God is with us.’” Before Jesus’ earthly
ministry would begin, Jesus would lose his father, Joseph.
God is with us in our grief. Wherever Jesus went, he
stirred up controversy and faced down challenging
personalities. God is with us in our stress. The trick is, like
Joseph, to allow supernatural grace to prevail. Joseph
was a good man, filled with natural virtue in that he didn’t
want to “expose [Mary] to shame.” Yet he was prepared to
“divorce her quietly” all the same. Our natural abilities only
take us so far. Where is receiving Jesus complicated this
Christmas season? Are you relying on your own strength
to get you through, or are you truly ready to accept the
grace of Emmanuel, God with us?

Readings for Week of December 22, 2019
Sunday: Is 7:10-14/ Ps 24:1-2, 3-4, 5-6 [7c, 10b]/Rom 1:1-7/
Mt 1:18-24
Monday: Mal 3:1-4, 23-24/Ps 25:4-5ab, 8-9, 10 and 14/Lk
1:57-66
Tuesday: 2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16/Ps 89:2-3, 4-5, 27 and
29 [2]/Lk 1:67-79
Wednesday: Vigil: Is 62:1-5/Ps 89:4-5, 16-17, 27, 29 [2a]/Acts
13:16-17, 22-25/Mt 1:1-25 or 1:18-25
Midnight: Is 9:1-6/Ps 96:1-2, 2-3, 11-12, 13 [Lk 2:11]/Ti 2:1114/Lk 2:1-14
Dawn: Is 62:11-12/Ps 97:1, 6, 11-12/Ti 3:4-7/Lk 2:15-20
Day: Is 52:7-10/Ps 98:1, 2-3, 3-4, 5-6 [3c]/Heb 1:1-6/Jn 1:118 or Jn 1:1-5, 9-14
Thursday: Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59/Ps 31:3cd-4, 6 and 8ab, 16bc
and 17 [6]/Mt 10:17-22
Friday: 1 Jn 1:1-4/Ps 97:1-2, 5-6, 11-12 [12]/Jn 20:1a, 2-8
Saturday: 1 Jn 1:5—2:2/Ps 124:2-3, 4-5, 7b-8 [7]/Mt 2:13-18
Next Sunday: Sir 3:2-6, 12-14/ Ps 128:1-2, 3, 4-5 [cf. 1]/Col
3:12-21 or 3:12-17/Mt 2:13-15, 19-23

Mass Intentions for the Week
MONDAY - December 23 ~ Advent Weekday
7:00 PM Bob Corcoran, Pat & Bill Homan
7:30 PM Rosary & Novena
TUESDAY - December 24 ~ Christmas Eve
4:00 PM Lambur Hall
4:00 PM Church
10:00 PM Church
WEDNESDAY– December 25 ~ Christmas Day
7:30 AM Mass for Parishioners
9:30 AM Mass for Parishioners
11:30 AM Mass for Parishioners
THURSDAY - December 26 ~ St. Stephen, 1st Martyr
7:00 PM All Souls Remembrance
FRIDAY– December 27 ~ St. John, apostle
8:30 AM Theresa Safigan, Peggy Liebhardt,
Maureen & Richard Heil
SATURDAY - December 28 ~ Holy Innocents
5:00 PM Bill Spangenberg, Son
SUNDAY– December 29 ~ Feast of The Holy Family
7:30 AM Mass for Parishioners
9:30 AM Leonard Janka, Cubick Family
11:30 AM Lawrence Komorowski, Antoinette Komorowski
5:00 PM Philip Jurick, Family

Weekly Schedule
MONDAY, December 23
3:00-4:00 PM & 7:30-8:30 PM (C) Confessions
NO PSR
8:45 PM (LH) Mens BB
TUESDAY, December 24
CHRISTMAS EVE VIGIL MASSES
4:00 PM Lambur Hall
4:00 PM Church
10:00 PM Church
WEDNESDAY, December 25
CHRISTMAS DAY MASSES
7:30, 9:30 & 11:30 AM Church
THURSDAY, December 26
NO RCIA
SATURDAY, December 28
5:00 PM (C)aConfessions

We have a wonderful
generous parish!
 We collected over 450 purses for WomanSafe at the
Advent Tea
 Helping Hands delivered 36 Christmas food baskets and
gifts for 61 children, as well as donations of food and
monetary donations which will help throughout the year.
 Stewardship wrote 2,230 Christmas cards to be delivered
to the homebound, incarcarated, hot meal programs and
Deepwood.
 Prayers are continuously needed and appreciated!

Please

Dear Parishioners,
Have you taught someone a new skill? Helped a friend
find a job? Encouraged someone to change their life for
the better? Reconciled with a loved one after some
injury? Call to mind the joy, the fulfillment and the peace
of that moment. A new way has been cleared. A light
shines where once there was only darkness. These are
the times when we experience what Advent and
Christmas are all about.
The Gospel tells us that Joseph was a righteous man,
someone who lived in communion with God and sought to
do God’s will in his life. Mary’s pregnancy posed a difficult
dilemma – what should he do? His trust in God and his
love for Mary helped him welcome Jesus as his son and
the Son of God. Where we find obstacles, God finds a
way. When we welcome the Lord, He shows us the way.
Let us make ready a way for the Lord to enter our world
today. Let us welcome the Lord into our hearts. Let us
welcome the Lord in those who need us. May the light of
faith shine in our words and actions. May we pray:
Come, Lord Jesus, do not delay:
give new courage to your people
and by your coming
raise us to the joy of your kingdom.
Please enjoy an early Christmas gift to
all our parish households, the book
Rediscover the Saints by Matthew
Kelly. The book is available in the
Gallery. One per family, please.
Peace, Fr Kevin

Pray… Please pray for all of our
parishioners who are sick or hospitalized: Klara
ACS, June Barr, Sue Beam, Kathy Boey, George
Borowski, Agnes Brown, Frank Brown, John Brown,
Iris Clarke, Patrick Costello, Bob Cozza, Jackie
D’Astolfo,
Genevieve
Deleandro,
Elizabeth
Dravecky, Connie Ehrke, John Finegan, Ronald
Furlong, Rob Gorgon, Judith Greger, Zoe Haas,
Barbara Hangman, Mike Hanlon, Jason Hahn, Ed
Hurayt, Ava Jusko, Keith Karel, Kathy Kirsch, Dick &
Irene Kornblum, Jan Kulas, Chuck Lewis, Colleen
Lloyd, Charles McHugh, Anthony Melaragno,
Isabelle Meyers, Henry Oschip, Anson Papa, Billy
Paolucci, Cindy Pike, Kate Pilotti, Nancy Preble, Kris
Ruhe, Rose & Joseph Rusiecki, Martin Sintic, Bill
Sprenger, Marsha Szymanski, Susan Templin,
JoAnn Topoly, Joanne Touhalisky, Greg Usko,
Courtney Whitman, Cheryl Wilson, Phil Wolfson,
Tom Zelazney, Audrey Zupan, the shut-ins, those
in nursing homes, those needing prayers, and all of
the intentions written in our Book of Prayers located
in the gallery. Many prayers help.
To add a name for prayers, please call the parish
office, 946-1177 or louise@stjustin.net.

Prayer Line

Please call Theresa Davison, 942-5761, to add your
request to the Prayer Chain. You can reach the
Sisters of Notre Dame prayer line at 440-279-1163.
NO EUCHARISTIC ADORATION
Christmas Week
December 23-26, December 31/January 1
Eucharistic Adoration Adorers needed:
Monday: 6:00PM Marge, 942-8989
Tuesday: Carolyn, 622-4926
Wednesday: 11:00 PM: Margee, 951-6986
Thursday: 8:00 PM: Sue, 488-1962
Friday: 10:00 AM, Loretta, 942-7396
Questions? Call Marion, 975-8208
PARISH OFFICE WILL BE CLOSED
December 25 and December 26.

Welcome to
our Church

Church Support ~ December 15, 2019

We welcome all
who are visiting our parish.
Thank you for spending time with us.
Our celebration
is more meaningful today
because you are here.

Total Collection: $15,719.75* Loose Money: $440.25
Envelopes: $15,279.50 Envelopes used: 251
Average per envelope: $31.79
Student Envelopes: 5
Total contributing households: 666
Electronic Funds added: *$7,301.00

All of us in the St. Justin Martyr community
look forward to your return
as often as possible.

We continue the Grateful Giving campaign and
happily as of mid-December, 168 households have
increased their contributions to $1,853 per week.
The far, the average increase is $11.03. Another
61 households indicated that they will continue at
their current amount. Thank you for your
stewardship and generosity.

If you would like to register
for our parish, call the Parish Office,
946-1177 or check our website,
www.stjustin.net

St. Justin Martyr Holy Name Society /
Paul Misch Scholarship

The St. Justin Martyr Holy Name Society is
again offering one partial scholarship to
those who will be attending a Catholic high
school in September of next year. This scholarship is for
their Freshman and Sophomore years in the amount of
$2,000.00 for each year. One student will be chosen on
the basis of financial need, academics and a required
essay. This scholarship is open to all eighth graders of
St. Justin Martyr Parish to assist in their Catholic high
school education. Applications are available in the
Parish Office or online, www.stjustin.net.

O Come All Ye Faithful

Homeward Bound is a ministry of St. Justin Martyr, calling
the inactive Catholics back to Church. ‘Tis the season’ of
gift giving and gifting love inviting them home.
Follow the Prodigal Son and come home and celebrate
Mass together!
In the Church gallery there are contact cards on the
Homeward Bound table. Please feel free to fill out one or
more cards and drop them in the red mailbox.
Cards will be in the prayer basket in the chapel!
Questions? Contact rmona@yahoo.com
or 942-2887

St. Justin Martyr Nativity Set
Glass enclosed and illuminated there are 16 Dolfi Nativity
Statues in this 16’ x 8’ x 7’ stable. Make plans to take a look
at this beautiful addition to Christmas.
If you see a member of the Holy Name, please tell them
thank you for sharing their time and this tradition with us!

Our Town and All Around
Books are in!
Lake County Right to Life is once
again selling these books for $28.
Make checks to: LCRTL

Men are always needed to help with the many important
things the Holy Name does for our parish. If interested
in joining, please call the Parish Office, 946-1177.

It has been the custom at St. Justin to take up a special
collection of baby items on Christmas Eve. These items are
donated to Birthright of Lake County.
If you would like to join in this celebration of life, we invite
you to place your gift in one of the receptacles located at
both entrances of Lambur Hall as well as in the gallery area
of the Church. Gift suggestions include diapers (all sizes),
receiving blankets, bedding (crib sheets and/or comforters)
clothing, socks, undershirts and sleepers (birth to 18
months). We recommend you wrap the gifts.

Advent & Christmas Schedule
Sacrament of Penance
Monday, December 23 ~ 3:00-4:00PM, 7:30-8:30PM
Celebration of the Holy Eucharist
Solemnity of the Nativity of Christ
Tuesday, December 24 – Christmas Eve
Vigil Mass of the Birth of Christ
4:00 PM (Church) with Contemporary Musicians
4:00 PM (Lambur Hall)
10:00 PM Evening Mass (Church)
Solemnity of Christmas
Wednesday, December 25 – Christmas Day
7:30 AM, 9:30 AM, 11:30 AM
Please note:
There is no 5:00PM Mass on Christmas Day
Solemnity of Mary, the Mother of God
(Holy Day of Obligation)
Tuesday, December 31
Vigil Mass: 5:00 PM
Wednesday, January 1, 2019
Mass: 9:30 AM, 11:30 AM

On behalf of the Respect Life Committee,
thank you for being part of this special
ministry. May God continue to bless and
protect your Holy Family.

Christmas Masses
The 4:00pm Masses in the Church and Lambur Hall are the
most popular. Please car pool if you can, follow the
directions for parking and be graciously patient with other
drivers. The 10:00pm Christmas Eve Mass and the 7:30,
9:30 and 11:30 Christmas Day Masses are also beautiful
celebrations.

Family Perspectives
Without the angel’s intervention, a confused and hurt
Joseph was planning to quietly divorce Mary. Those
people who come into our lives at times of confusion
and help us find our way are truly angels to us. Like
Joseph, we need to listen to them, frequently those
angels are in our own homes.

Director of Religious Education
Charles Hunt
946-3287
charles@stjustin.net
Doctrine Behind the Feast: Christmas
The Good News: God has sent His Son
'But when the time had fully come, God sent forth his
Son, born of a woman, born under the law, to redeem
those who were under the law, so that we might
receive adoption as sons.' This is 'the gospel of Jesus
Christ, the Son of God':' God has visited his people.
He has fulfilled the promise he made to Abraham and
his descendants. He acted far beyond all expectation
— he has sent his own 'beloved Son'. We believe and
confess that Jesus of Nazareth, born a Jew of a
daughter of Israel at Bethlehem at the time of King
Herod the Great and the emperor Caesar Augustus,
a carpenter by trade, who died crucified in Jerusalem
under the procurator Pontius Pilate during the reign of
the emperor Tiberius, is the eternal Son of God made
man. He 'came from God', 'descended from heaven',
and 'came in the flesh'.
For 'the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, full
of grace and truth; we have beheld his glory, glory as
of the only Son from the Father... And from his
fullness have we all received, grace upon grace.'
Moved by the grace of the Holy Spirit and drawn by
the Father, we believe in Jesus and confess: 'You are
the Christ, the Son of the living God.' On the rock of
this faith confessed by St. Peter, Christ built his
Church. (Catechism of the Catholic Church #422424)
Catholic Humor
Three men passed away on Christmas Eve and were
met by Saint Peter at the pearly gates. "In honor of
this Holy Season," St. Peter said, "you must each
possess something that symbolizes Christmas to get
into heaven." The first man fumbled through his
pockets and pulled out a lighter. He flicked it on. "It
represents a candle," he said. "You may pass
through the pearly gates," St. Peter said. The second
man reached into his pocket and pulled out a set of
keys. He shook them and said, "They're bells." St.
Peter said, "You may pass through the pearly gates."
The third man started searching desperately through
his pockets and finally pulled out a pair of women's
glasses. St. Peter looked at the man with a raised
eyebrow and asked, "And just what do those
symbolize?" The man replied, "They're Carol's."

Pastoral Associate,
Beth Rossetti
946-1177 beth@stjustin.net

@SJM_Teen

Wishing you and your loved ones a blessed Christmas Day
and season! May it be filled with wonderful things that
give you joy, a joy that you can spread with others as you
rejoice in the birth of Jesus Christ.
Thank You for giving others
A Merry Christmas!

We have a new count for our Christmas card record breaking
year! - 4,585 cards were delivered to 51 locations. Cards
were written out by over 75 volunteers from 10 parishes/
community groups. We were able to add 13 receiving groups this
year because of the extra cards that were written! THANK YOU
TO EVERYONE who made this possible, by donating cards or
writing them. We are truly blessed!
Our next session will be our retreat that is
scheduled for Saturday, January 12 beginning
at 9:00am – 10:00PM. NOTE: the day and
time changes to this retreat. You were
scheduled for a 2 day retreat, we are now a one day retreat. A
letter was sent home to parents last week.
Calling ALL teens in 7-12th grade. We
received an invitation to join the teens for
the Lake/Geauga District Youth Lock In at
St. Francis of Assisi on Jan 4-5, 2020.
Different events will happen all through the
night, laser tag, painting, video game
tournament, spa time, movies, basketball,
volleyball and dodge ball, food, adoration
and more. The climax of the event will be a
Midnight Mass and Eucharistic Procession
back to the school where we will have Jesus
in the chapel for the night for teens to take time to pray. Contact
Mrs. R. in the parish office if you are interested.
Funeral Ministry
We are in need of Funeral Minister Volunteers. Greeters are
needed to pass out booklets to those who enter the Church,
Extra-Ordinary Ministers of Holy Communion to administer
Communion during the funeral Mass and adult servers for
funerals only, you do not have to serve at Sunday Mass. A
training takes place before you begin at your convenience. If you
are interested contact Beth Rossetti in the parish office. Our
funeral ministry helps out at funerals that take place in our
church, whenever needed. You are on a rotating basis, your
commitment is just occasionally.

Christmas Facts – Do you know?
The word 'Christmas' comes from old English, the Mass of Christ or Christ's Mass. Even the word 'holiday' is derived from
the phrase 'Holy Day'.
The stable He was born in was actually a cave, because of the terrain and natural conditions of the area, the ancient
peoples of Israel had primarily stone buildings, and used natural caves as much as possible.
You can still visit the cave of Christ's birth if you visit the Holy Land--It is a major Shrine and
tourist attraction. The Nativity or Crèche scene was given to us by St. Francis.
The Holly bush used for wreaths is a thorny bush, marking the crown of thorns He wore
during His Passion. The red berries of the holly represent the drops of His blood.

In the spirit of this holy season,
donations have been made
for Christmas flowers in loving memory of...

Joan Borowski
George Borowski
Sam & Mary Constantine
Joseph & Marie Deucher
Evancho Family
Patricia Folley
Formica Family
Clarence & Edyth Forsyth
Edna & Russel Gatchel
Ron Green
Robert E. Hobart
Horgan & Stopar Families

Don & Laverne King Family
Ruth & Ralph Kirsch
Mike & Lucille Kovalkevich
John & Edith Kropf
John J. Kropf, Jr.
Anna & Andrew Macuga
Edna Martinovich
Bill & Lucille McCarthy
Bill McCarthy, III
Milavec Family
Ivan Miljak
Connie Morenzi
Morenzi Family
Nevulis & Sauric Families
Ofchinick Family
Louis & Frances Opara
Helen Pellish
Tim Petrus

Prijatel Family
Irene & Frank Rezac
Anne & Ralph Rossetti
Rossetti Family
Rose & Joseph Rusiecki
Theresa Safigan
Anka Saric
Ivica Saric
Joe Sauric
Alan Sauric
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Sirn
Sylvia Smiley
James W. Strand
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph W. Strand
Ray Tuwalski
Dolores Velichka
Mr. & Mrs. Raymond Wertenberger
Cas & Mary Zaboroski
Anna & Frank Zaboroski

Welcome!
Merry Christmas!
We welcome all who are visiting our parish on this very
special Holiday Weekend. Thank you for spending time
with us. Our celebration is more meaningful today
because you are here. All of us in the St. Justin Martyr
community look forward to your return as often as
possible.
If you would like to register for our parish, call the
Parish Office, 946-1177 or check our website,
www.stjustin.net.

Has your information has changed?
If your phone number or address has changed, or if
you now have e-mail, or if your children over 25 have
moved, please let us know so we can update your
records. Return to the parish office or e-mail
information to sjmoffice@stjustin.net
Name:_____________________________________
Address: __________________________________
Information that has changed:
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________

God of love,
be with us as we remember
our loved ones.
Thank you for their memories
that continue to live
long after they are gone.
Bless our love for them
and let us share that love
with others,
so that they
are never forgotten.

Amen.”
Rest in Peace
Dennis Strnad, husband of Sylvia Celico
Eileen Greve, wife of Eric Greve
Raymond Guarnieri,
husband of Judith Guarnieri
George Borowski, brother of Bernie Borowski

