First Sunday in Advent
"What I say to you, I say to all: 'Watch!'"
The season of Advent begins with this
exclamation from the Lord. He urges us,
"Be watchful! Be alert!" This is not the
time for a spiritual snooze. Advent is
meant to serve as a wake-up call for
those of us Christians who have a tendency to start drifting
off after a while. We get into our routines, find the patterns
that work for us, and then run the risk of just going through
the motions. Maybe we say a morning prayer with
consistency but have begun to forget to really think about
the words. Perhaps we rouse ourselves enough to get to
Mass on Sundays, but when we're there we let our minds
daydream. Some of us might have made spiritual
resolutions to overcome a bad habit or to begin some
regular program of service, but instead of following through
with the hard work of perseverance, we gave up the effort
and fell back into our previous rut.
Whatever the case, now is the time to shake ourselves
free and to ask God to invigorate us once again. Now is
the time to stop zoning out and start tuning in. Jesus'
message today has the intention of getting our attention.
He's doing what he can; the rest is up to us. As Advent
begins, we would do well to pause for a few moments and
reflect. What might be preventing me from being fully
awake to my faith? What activities preoccupy my time and
my thoughts? What bad habits blur my spiritual vision?
How could I really listen to the voice of the Lord this
Advent season? Saying a special prayer during these four
weeks, committing to some spiritual reading, even simply
putting an Advent wreath on the table: any of these things
can help us stay awake as we continue watching and
waiting for the coming of Christ.
Readings for the Week of December 2, 2017
Sunday: I
Monday:
Is 2:1-5/Mt 8:5-11
Tuesday:
Is 11:1-10/Lk 10:21-24
Wednesday:
Is 25:6-10a/Mt 15:29-37
Thursday:
Is 26:1-6/Mt 7:21, 24-27
Friday:
Is 29:17-24/Mt 9:27-31
Saturday:
Is 30:19-21, 23-26/Mt 9:35--10:1, 5a, 6-8
Next Sunday: Is 40:1-5, 9-11/2 Pt 3:8-14/Mk 1:1-8

The Solemnity of the
Immaculate Conception
Friday, December 8
This is a Holy Day of Obligation
Vigil Mass: Thursday, December 7,
5:00pm
Mass: Friday, December 8, 10:00am,
5:00pm and 7:00pm

Church Support
Because of the early bulletin submittal date
the collection was not available at time of printing.

Thank You & God Bless You!!

Mass Intentions for the Week
MONDAY– Dec. 4 ~ Advent Weekday
7:00 PM Irene Liebhardt (A), Family
7:30 PM Rosary and Novena
TUESDAY– Dec. 5 ~ Advent Weekday
8:30 AM Mary Virginia Stanley, Ray & Sue Yahner
WEDNESDAY– Dec. 6 ~ St. Nicholas
8:30 AM John Kropf, McCarthy Family
THURSDAY– Dec. 7 ~ IMMACULATE CONCEPTION
VIGIL MASS
5:00 PM Margaret Svoboda, Family
FRIDAY– Dec. 8 ~ IMMACULATE CONCEPTION
10:00 AM John & Theda Morenzi, Rossetti Family
5:00 PM Deceased of Dietrich Family, Dietrich Family
7:00 PM Mass for Parishioners
SATURDAY - Dec. 9 ~ Advent Weekday
5:00 PM Angela Klann, Robert Klann
SUNDAY– Dec. 10 ~ 2nd Sunday of Advent
7:30 AM Tom McCoy Special Intention, Kokish Family
9:30 AM Denise Kopera, Dennis & Regina Kopera
11:30AM Sylvia Smiley, Paul Dendinger
5:00 PM Mass for Parishioners

Weekly Schedule
Monday - December 4
7:00 PM PSR
7:15 PM (LHMR) Holy Name Meeting
8:30 PM (LH) Mens BB
Tuesday - December 5
6:00 PM (C) Children’s Choir Practice
7:00 PM (LHMR) Boy Scouts
8:30 PM (LH) Corn Hole
Wednesday - December 6
6:00 PM (C) Children’s Choir Practice
6:30 PM (CMR) Bible Study
7:00 PM (LHMR) Pre-Baptism Class
7:00 PM (ATR) Catholic War Vets
7:30 PM (C) Contemporary Musicians
8:30 PM (LH) Open Volleyball
Thursday - December 7
7:00 PM (ATR) RCIA
5:00 PM (C) Vigil Mass for Immaculate Conception
Friday - December 8
Immaculate Conception Masses
10AM, 5PM & 7PM
Sunday - December 10
8:00 - 11:00 AM (LH)
Holy Name Breakfast
with Santa

Please Pray...
Please pray for all of our parishioners who are sick
or hospitalized:
Mason Adkinson, Hilda Aucelli,
Dear Parishioners,
Sue Beam, Agnes Brown, Frank Brown, John
“Wake, O wake and sleep no longer,
Brown, Tom Bukovec, Clifford Coffey, Rob
For he who calls you is no stranger,
DelSesto, Elizabeth Dravecky, Karen Dudash, Jim
Awake, God’s own Jerusalem.”
Frank, Joseph Frank, Judith Greger, Daniel Griffith,
Zoe Haas, Mike Hanlon, Jason Hahn, Carrilynn
One of the best ways to stay awake with the Lord is pray Gabriel
Newberry
Horwath,
Bob Houston, Ava Jusko, Kathy Kurchak,
together well at the Sunday Eucharist. The way we pray at Mass
William
Koshar,
Jan Kulas, Charles McHugh,
sets the tone for all we do. The more we appreciate and
Anthony
Melaragno,
Debbie Orlando, Henry Oschip,
participate in the Mass, the more life we can share with others.
Sandi Pandy, Billy Paolucci, Cindy Pike, Marie
Rieck, Kris Ruhe, Sue Schock, Dean Slavick, Bill
We are all busy and we all deserve a break. Our time together at
Sprenger, Clarence Svoboda, Susan Templin,
the Eucharist is sacred time. Let us gather together early so that
Taylor Thorne, Greg Usko, Jeanne Wiehn, Phil
we can catch our breath before we start our prayer. Let us pray
Wolfson, Mary Lou & Tom Zelazney, the shut-ins,
out loud in song and responses and listen attentively to the
those in nursing homes, those needing prayers,
reading and prayers. Let us receive Communion and spend
and all of the intentions written in our Book of
some peaceful time with the Lord and with one another
Prayers located in the gallery. Many prayers help.
afterwards. Let us receive the great blessing and commission to
“Go in peace, glorifying the Lord by your life” as we take Christ
To add a name for prayers, please call the parish
to our daily life.
office, 946-1177 or louise@stjustin.net.
We have included a census update form with the 2018 calendar.
If you have changed your telephone number, if adult children no
longer live with you, if there are any other changes in your
household, please let us know by filling out the form and
returning it to the parish office.
Peace,

Fr. Kevin

Advent Wreath Blessing
Leader: Our help is in the name of the Lord.
Response: Who made heaven and earth.
Leader: Brothers and sisters, listen to the words of the
prophet Isaiah.
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light;
upon those who dwelt in the land of gloom a light has shone.
You have brought them abundant joy and great rejoicing. As
they rejoice before you as at the harvest, as men make merry
when dividing spoils.
For a child is born to us, a son is given us;
upon his shoulder dominion rests.
They name him Wonder-Counselor, God-Hero,
Father-Forever, Prince of Peace.
His dominion is vast and forever peaceful,
from David’s throne, and over his kingdom,
which he confirms and sustains by judgment and justice,
both now and forever.
Leader:
Lord our God, we praise You for Your Son, Jesus Christ;
He is Emmanuel, the hope of the peoples,
He is wisdom that teaches and guides us,
He is the Savior of every nation.
Lord God, let Your blessing come upon us
as we light the candles of this wreath.
May the wreath and its light
be a sign of Christ’s promise to bring us salvation.
May He come quickly and not delay.
We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen

Prayer Line

 Please call Theresa Davison, 942-5761, to add
your request to the Prayer Chain.

 You can reach the Sisters of Notre Dame prayer
line at 440-279-1163.

Eucharistic Adoration Adorers needed:
Monday: 3:00 PM Marge, 942-8989
Tuesday: 1:00 & 7:00 PM: Carolyn, 951-4686
Wednesday: 11:00 PM: Carole, 951-0280
Thursday: 6:00 PM: Sue, 488-1962
Friday: 9:00 AM, 6:00PM, Loretta, 942-7396
Questions? Call Marion, 975-8208

Rest in Peace

Wendell Kucera
Father of Ann Harper

Church Support
November 19, 2017
Total collection: $11,764.42
Loose money: $395.65
Envelopes: $11,368.77
Number of envelopes used: 284
Average per envelope: $40.03
Student envelopes: 8
Total contributing households: 722

November 26, 2017
Total collection: $8,969.50
Loose money: $490.50
Envelopes: $8,479.00
Number of envelopes used: 284
Average per envelope: $29.86
Student envelopes: 11
Total contributing households: 722

Director of Religious Education,
Charles Hunt
946-3287
charles@stjustin.net
What’s Francis Saying Now?
Short Messages (Tweets) from Pope Francis
+ Let us work together to ensure that
children continue to smile: their faces
serene, filled with joy and hope.
+ I invite the entire Church to keep its gaze
fixed on those who hold out their hands
asking for our solidarity.
+ Without the support of the prayers of the
faithful, the Successor of Peter cannot fulfill
his mission in the world.…
+ We need to encounter the poor and learn
how to share so that it becomes a way of life.
+ Poverty is not an accident. It has causes
that must be recognized and removed for the
good of so many of our brothers and sisters.
Advent Meditation Booklets
The Little Blue Book is a wonderful source
for prayer and meditation during the Advent
Season. It offers tidbits of Church History,
wise insights, and prayer for daily reflections
on the Infancy Narrative of Matthews Gospel.
Copies of The Little Blue Book can
be found in the vestibule for $1.50.

Pastoral Associate ~ Beth Rossetti
946-1177
beth@stjustin.net
Follow our High School teens Twitter page @SJM_Teen. Join our
Facebook account SJM Teen.
Wishes from our parents:
…Have a great time… keep
your mind clear… hope,
love and trust in the Lord…
remember all things are
possible through Christ…
Our experiences: NCYC
was a “Jesus High” for all
us! We would like to thank
everyone for helping to experience God has he “ CALLED”
each one of us on this pilgrimage. Here are some pictures and
thoughts from our pilgrimage.
… today was amazing! The speakers taught faith in a way I have
never seen before. This is an incredible experience…
…I love it today and can’t wait for tomorrow… NCYC is absolutely
breathtaking… so much bigger and cooler than I expected… giving
me a whole new perspective on faith…

Advent Calendars for Children
A wonderful way for our children to take
spiritual steps closer to the celebration of
Christmas is by using an Advent Calendar.
The daily prayers and advice will help your
child find the true meaning in Christmas.
Advent Calendars are available in the church
office for only $1.00.
Catholic Humor
Three boys are in the school yard bragging
about their fathers. The first boy says, "My
Dad scribbles a few words on a piece of
paper, he calls it a poem, and they give him
$25." The second boy says, “That's nothing.
My Dad scribbles a few words on a piece of
paper, he calls it a song, and they give him
$200." The third boy says, "I got you both
beat. My Dad scribbles a few words on a
piece of paper, he calls it a sermon, and it
takes eight men to collect all the money!"

Urgent Need!
Outreach Ministry is in need of
Eucharistic Ministers willing to take
communion to shut-in parishioners.
Anyone willing to do this ministry, please
contact JoAnn Topoly, 944-0301 or
Loretta Vanagas, 942-7396 or the Parish
Office. God Bless you for considering
this ministry.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS – On Monday, December 11 in
Lambur Hall Meeting Room from 7:00-9:00PM we will gather as a
parish to write Christmas Cards for those in various nursing homes,
shelters and prisons in the area. Join us at anytime, bring your
family and friends! In conjunction with the Lake/Geauga District of
the Diocese, parishes have been asked by our local Catholic
Charities to be part of a card writing campaign for those less
fortunate.
If you would like to bring a box of cards that would be great. Stop at
the Dollar Store and pick up a box. If you would like to do this at
home, please do so and return them to Beth in the office by
December 11. Write a greeting in pen on the inside of the card and
sign your first name. Place it in the envelope. DO NOT SIGN your
last name or SEAL the envelope. I challenge our parish to write 200
cards for this event. Can we do this?

Stewardship
Advent is the version of the Latin word meaning
“coming.” This is the coming of Jesus into the world.
Advent is the first season of the liturgical year in the
Catholic Church. It always begins on the fourth
Sunday before Christmas day, which is also the
Sunday closest to November 30 and ends on
Christmas Eve. Today is the fourth Sunday before
Christmas, the beginning of Advent. During the weeks
and Sundays of Advent we should prepare and
remember the real meaning of Christmas.
Coming Soon
The Stewardship Commission and Pop and Praise are
teaming up in February to do a service project. We
are calling it “Purses and Paks.” You will be hearing
more about it in future bulletins. In the meantime
hang on to those purses and backpacks that are
slightly used. We will be able to us them.

It’s Not Too Late!
Although the Advent Tea is this weekend, our PSR
classes won’t be stuffing the packets for the homeless
until December 11. If you (or your local dentist) have
any toothbrushes, toothpaste, small size soap,
shampoo and especially washcloths, drop them off in
the box outside the office. THANK YOU SO MUCH to
those who have already brought things in...this little bit
goes along way.

Holy Name Breakfast

Sunday, December 10
8am-11am
Santa Claus
will be there at 9am!
Don’t forget your list!
Avoid the long mall lines ...bring your camera!
Enjoy the most delicious breakfast in town!
Scrambled eggs, sausage, pancakes or French Toast
and beverages for only $7 for adults, $5 Seniors, $5
children 12 and under and FREE for 2 years and
under! Bring your family and friends.
St. Justin Martyr
Holy Name Society
Paul Misch Scholarship
The St. Justin Martyr Holy Name
Society is again offering one $4,000
scholarship over two years ($2,000 for
the first year and $2,000 for the second
year) to those who will be attending a Catholic high
school in September of next year. One student will be
chosen on the basis of financial need, academics and
a required essay.
The scholarship is open to all eighth graders
belonging to St. Justin Martyr Parish (regardless of
what grade school they are currently attending) to
assist in their first two years of Catholic high school
education. Applications will be available in the parish
office.
The Next Holy Name Meeting
Do you want to be a part of all the things that the Holy
Name does for St. Justin Martyr Parish? We can
always use more help! Come to the next meeting on
Monday, December 4 at 7:15PM in Lambur Hall
Meeting Room. All men of the parish are welcome to
attend.

All are welcome to join us!
St. Justin Martyr invites you to join us on our annual
bus trip to Washington, D.C. for the March for Life
2018.
We leave on Thursday evening, January 18 at 9 P.M.
and travel through the night and arrive in time to
attend Mass at the Basilica. The rally is at noon
followed by the march. We depart for home at 5PM.
This is an experience you will NEVER forget!!
Seating is limited so make your reservation soon. The
cost this year is only $50.00. Checks must be
received by December 27 (made payable to St. Justin
Martyr).
Forms are available in the Parish Office, or online,
www.stjustin.net. For more information or questions
please call: Pat Frazier at 440-946-8154 or 440-4879606

Family Perspectives
Advent reminds us to be watchful and alert for the
Lord in our life now and to be ready for His promised
return. Prayer is necessary to do this. Weekly Mass
keeps families centered in the Lord and ready for
anything. Carry this attentiveness into family meals
and daily prayers. Practice mindfulness of the Lord’s
presence by thinking of Him throughout the day
whatever you are doing.
Praying - Maranatha! Come Lord Jesus!

Pre-Baptism Class
Wednesday, December 6
The next Pre-Baptism class will be held on the first
Wednesday of December for parents whose first child
is to be baptized. This class is required. Please call
946-1177 to register for the upcoming class by
December 4.

We are very thankful for your generous
response for our Grateful Giving Program.
Due to the holidays, we are not able to give
final figures, however we received another
50 response from parishioners in the past
week. Our parish is truly blessed with
generous stewards, thank you again.

Did You Notice?
In this year’s calendars we have included a
census card. Please take a look at this card, fill it
out and return to the parish. This is not only if you
have had changes, but also if there is any way we
can also help you.

Helping Hands Thank You!
Free Christmas Concert

Wow! The overabundance of generosity from our parish
was so appreciated! We received enough turkeys,
stuffing and other contributions for all our Thanksgiving
Baskets!

A Christmas Concert with the Daughters of St.
Paul Choir will take place on Friday, December 8
at 7:30pm at the Cathedral of St. John the
Evangelist. The concert is free and open to all. No
tickets or reservations required. Free secure
parking at the Cathedral Plaza Garage. For more
information call: 216-696-6525 x5510 or email
gheisman@dioceofcleveland.org.

Believe it or not, Christmas is right around the corner!
We would still appreciate hams, boxed potatoes and jello,
if you would like to donate for Christmas.

Thank you and God Bless You!
Need some practical advice and
counsel on your personal, family and
professional life? Clinical psychologist
Dr. Ray Guarendi answers your
questions on “The Doctor is In” Monday
through Friday at 1 PM on Cleveland
Catholic Radio, AM 1260 The Rock,
WCCR Cleveland, where you hear rock solid truth. Or
listen live at www.am1260therock.com.

Some Simple Things to Pray For
During Advent:


Pray for attentiveness to what truly matters, without
being distracted by trivial things.



Pray for opportunities to learn something new
regularly.



Pray for discernment of how God would like you to
set your priorities and the ability to focus on them
consistently to fulfill His purposes in your life.



Pray for the grace to be able to rest, become
aware of God's presence, and enjoy it.



Pray for strong relationships with other people in
the bond of loving community.



Pray for peace in all situations, no matter what the
circumstances.



Pray for an enlivened imagination that helps you
contribute to the world in creative ways.



Pray for freedom from all that burdens you - past
mistakes, fears, destructive habits, hurts other
people have inflicted, and more.

Holiday Helps for the Divorced
and Separated, St. Noel Church
Join us for a special 4-week drop-in
support group for those having difficulty
facing the holidays as a result of separation and divorce.
Thursday evenings 7-9:00 PM. Attend one session, all
four, or anything in between. December 7 and 14, 2017,
January 4 and 11, 2018.



Pray for joy and a sense of humor.



Pray for confidence in God's love for you and trust
in His power to work things out for the best in your
life.



Pray for a clear mind and the ability to clearly
communicate what you value to others.



Pray for purity so you can grow as a person and
encounter God more fully.

St. Mary Magdalene’s
Women’s Fellowship Group 2017
December 9: Advent Morning of Reflection and Breakfast
Potluck, 9:00am-1:00PM in the Gym. We will provide the
main dish and each person is asked to bring a dish to
share. Questions, call Cathy Stirling 440-463-4147 or
Sandi Shell 440-516-0338.



Pray for openness to the Holy Spirit's guidance.



Pray for a genuine awareness of God's grace in
your life and the humility to extend grace to others.



Pray for a passion to pursue justice.



What else should you pray for?

Crime Victims in Lake County Need your Help!
The Lake County Prosecutor’s Victim Assistance Program
is currently seeking parish members to participate in their
volunteer hotline program. Volunteers offer emotional
support and information to victims 24/7. Participants can
work the hotline from the comfort of their own home from
a landline or cell phone, and shifts are flexible to fit with
your schedule. Parish members that are interested in
taking on this role, please contact: Kristin Llewellyn,
Victim Advocate Coordinator at (440) 350-2285
kllewellyn@lakecountyohio.gov.

