Second Sunday in Advent
“People of the whole Judean countryside and all the inhabitants of
Jerusalem were going out to him.”

Mass Intentions for the Week
MONDAY– Dec. 11 ~ Advent Weekday
7:00 PM Terry Liebhardt (B), Family
7:30 PM Rosary and Novena

John the Baptist commanded quite
a crowd. What was the attraction? Was it his unusual
appearance –clothed in camel’s hair? Perhaps it was his
bizarre eating habits-feeding on locusts and wild honey.
Or maybe people were captivated by the Baptist’s remarkable humility in the face of such huge popularity-”I
am not worthy.”

TUESDAY– Dec. 12 ~ Our Lady of Guadalupe
8:30 AM Father’s Day Remembrance

Unlike our modern fascination with standing in the presence of superstars, the crowds who flocked to John weren’t looking for a thrill. They weren’t lining up for autographs. They were lining up for baptism. And they were
acknowledging their sins at the same time. John was
proclaiming “a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness
of sins.” And people came because they were longing to
experience the freedom of that forgiveness.

FRIDAY– Dec. 15 ~ Advent Weekday
8:30 AM John Kropf, Armstrong Family

John called them to conversion. To convert means to
turn, in this case to turn away from sin. And the crowds
were anxious to do so in order to “prepare the way of the
Lord.” For these first-century Jews, the imminent approach of the Messiah came with a call for conversion
and they took this call very seriously.
Now, for us, as twenty-first century Christians, the
Church, like John the Baptist, calls us to prepare and repent during this season of Advent. Will we take the call
seriously? Will we examine the areas of our lives that
need to change? Will we pray for God’s help to overcome
our habitual sin and to make choices based on generosity
instead of selfishness? Now is the time to heed the message. Now is the time to “prepare the way of the Lord,
make straight the paths.”
Readings for the Week of December 10, 2017
Sunday: Is 40:1-5, 9-11/Ps 85:9-10, 11-12, 13-14 [8]/2 Pt
3:8-14/Mk 1:1-8
Monday: Is 35:1-10/Ps 85:9ab and 10, 11-12, 13-14 [Is
35:4f]/Lk 5:17-26
Tuesday: Zec 2:14-17 or Rv 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 10ab/Jdt
13:18bcde,19 [15:9d]/Lk 1:26-38 or Lk 1:39-47
Wednesday: Is 40:25-31/Ps 103:1-2, 3-4, 8 and 10 [1]/Mt
11:28-30
Thursday: Is 41:13-20/Ps 145:1 and 9, 10-11, 12-13ab
[8]/Mt 11:11-15
Friday: Is 48:17-19/Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4 and 6 [cf. Jn 8:12]/Mt
11:16-19
Saturday: Sir 48:1-4, 9-11/Ps 80:2ac and 3b, 15-16, 1819 [4]/Mt 17:9a, 10-13
Next Sunday: Is 61:1-2a, 10-11/Lk 1:46-48, 49-50, 53-54
[Is 61:10b]/

~~Rest in Peace~~
Jeanne Wiehn
Karen Dudash
Timothy Schiberl

WEDNESDAY– Dec. 13 ~ St. Lucy, Virgin & Martyr
8:30 AM Louis Lustik, Therese Ryan
THURSDAY– Dec. 14 ~ St. John of the Cross
7:00 PM James E. Styles, Jr., Mom

SATURDAY - Dec. 16 ~ Advent Weekday
5:00 PM Jan Herman, Friends
SUNDAY– Dec. 17 ~ 3rd Sunday of Advent
7:30 AM Joseph Kokish, Family
9:30 AM Dan Flannery, Louise Formica
11:30AM Mass for Parishioners
5:00 PM Deceased Members of Hartnett & Reali
Families

Weekly Schedule
Monday - December 11
7:00 PM (ATR) PSR Peace Bags
7:00 - 8:15 PM PSR
7:00 - 9:00 PM (LHMR) Christmas Cards for
Lake/Geauga
8:30 PM (LH) Mens BB
Tuesday - December 12
5:30 PM (C) Children’s Choir Practice
6:30 PM (CH) AVILAS
7:00 PM (C) Advent Communal Penance
7:00 PM (LHMR) Boy Scouts
7:30 PM (CMR) Worship Commission
8:30 PM (LH) Corn Hole
Wednesday - December 13
6:30 PM (CMR) Bible Study
7:30 PM (C) Contemporary Musicians
8:30 PM (LH) Open Volleyball
Thursday - December 14
6:00 PM (C) Children’s Choir Practice
7:00 PM (ATR) RCIA
Saturday - December 16
3:30 - 4:30 PM Confession

Church Support
December 3, 2017
Total collection: $14,832.50
Loose money: $499.00 Envelopes: $14,333.50
Number of envelopes used: 341
Average per envelope: $42.03
Student envelopes: 9
Total contributing households: 732

Thank You & God Bless

Please Pray...
Dear Parishioners,
Prepare the way of the Lord.” “What we await are new heavens and
a new earth where according to his promise, the justice of God will
reside.”
These phrases from our liturgy can be the basis of our own prayer
for the coming week. Much is happening in our parish, our
communities and our home. Amidst all the busy activity we must
take time to remember why we are doing what we are doing. When
we start with prayer, all we do can prepare for God’s coming in our
lives and the lives of those we meet.
This time of year is also when many look to lighten the tax burden
through charitable contributions. I would like to remind you of some
special needs we have. A gift to our Church or School Endowment
will help support our parish well into the future. Our Guardian Angel
fund supports parish grants to families in need of tuition aid for
Catholic education. Gifts of stock as well as cash are most
welcome. Progressive Insurance and some other companies will
match gifts, so that your gift may be easily doubled. We will be
happy to acknowledge your gift and their matching gift.
Speaking of gifts, we are coming to the conclusion of our Grateful
Giving program. Thanks to all who have responded; there is still
time to make a new offertory commitment for the coming year.
Because we are grateful, the parish is giving the gift of the book
Perfectly Yourself by Matthew Kelly, providing good Catholic spirit
to help us live richer Catholic lives. Please, one to a family.
Next Sunday, the third Sunday of Advent or Gaudete Sunday, is
marked by lighting the rose candle of the Advent wreath and by a
special blessing for the Bambinell, the Baby Jesus figure from the
Nativity set. We invite all the young and the young of heart to bring
your Baby Jesus figure to be blessed during the Masses.
Peace, Fr. Kevin

GRATEFUL GIVING PROGRAM
Reflecting on our Grateful Giving Program, it
is clear to see that our parish is truly blessed.
We are working together to create and sustain a community of belonging, where each
individual’s dignity and self-respect is
strengthened by the solidarity of our shared faith, the respect
and affection we have for one another, and our mutual dedication to our God-given mission.
With God’s help we will continue to grown in discipleship. The
willingness of our members to enter into sacrificial giving of
time, talent, and treasure in response to our Grateful Giving
Program speaks of our continuing gratitude for God’s gifts. May
God continue to bless us as we share in His work!
Campaign Update :
As of December 5, 229 households have increased their weekly
contribution in response to the letter from Fr. Kevin, representing a combined weekly increase of $1944.83 The average increase in the weekly offering is $8.49. There are 126 households who are continuing their current giving level.

Please pray for all of our parishioners who are sick
or hospitalized:
Mason Adkinson, Hilda Aucelli,
Sue Beam, Agnes Brown, Frank Brown, John
Brown, Tom Bukovec, Clifford Coffey, Rob
DelSesto, Elizabeth Dravecky, Karen Dudash, Jim
Frank, Joseph Frank, Judith Greger, Daniel Griffith,
Zoe Haas, Mike Hanlon, Jason Hahn, Carrilynn
Horwath, Bob Houston, Ava Jusko, Kathy Kurchak,
Jan Kulas, Charles McHugh, Anthony Melaragno,
Debbie Orlando, Henry Oschip, Sandi Pandy, Billy
Paolucci, Cindy Pike, Marie Rieck, Kris Ruhe, Sue
Schock, Dean Slavick, Bill Sprenger, Clarence
Svoboda, Susan Templin, Taylor Thorne, Greg
Usko, Phil Wolfson, Mary Lou & Tom Zelazney, the
shut-ins, those in nursing homes, those needing
prayers, and all of the intentions written in our Book
of Prayers located in the gallery. Many prayers help.
To add a name for prayers, please call the parish
office, 946-1177 or louise@stjustin.net.

Prayer Line
 Please call Theresa Davison, 942-5761, to add
your request to the Prayer Chain.

 You can reach the Sisters of Notre Dame prayer
line at 440-279-1163.

Eucharistic Adoration Adorers needed:
Monday: 3:00 PM Marge, 942-8989
Tuesday: 1:00 & 7:00 PM: Carolyn, 951-4686
Wednesday: 11:00 PM: Carole, 951-0280
Thursday: 6:00 PM: Sue, 488-1962
Friday: 9:00 AM, 6:00PM, Loretta, 942-7396
Questions? Call Marion, 975-8208

Avilas Holy Hour
Tuesday, December 12
6:30 PM in Chapel
Advent Communal Penance
Tuesday, December 12
7:00 PM in Church
Bambinelli Blessing
Every year, on Gaudete
Sunday, (Sunday, December 17) the Holy Father invites the children of Rome
to bring the baby Jesus
(Bambinelli) to be blessed
and then later placed in
their Christmas cribs.
To better stress the real meaning of Christmas, we
are continuing this custom at St. Justin Martyr.
Have your children, family, and friends bring the baby Jesus from your crèche to bless next Sunday.
This can begin a tradition to be done every year.

Director of Religious Education,
Charles Hunt
946-3287
charles@stjustin.net
What’s Francis Saying Now?
Short Messages (Tweets) from Pope Francis
+ Faith becomes tangible when it finds its

expression in love and, especially, in the
service of our brothers and sisters in
difficulty.
+ Every person is unique and unrepeatable.
Let us ensure the disabled are always
welcomed by the communities in which they
live.
+ May the wisdom of God help us to know
how to welcome and accept those who think
and act differently from us.
+ How much openness is needed to
welcome people who feel alone and
confused as they search for a meaning in
life!
Catholic Humor
+ Sr. Philomena asked her Religion class,
"Why is it necessary to be quiet in church?"
Annie replied, "Because people are
sleeping."
+ Five-year-old Billy had to stay home from
Mass on Palm Sunday. He had a sore throat.
The family came home carrying palm
branches after Mass. Billy asked them what
they were for. His dad replied, "People held
them over Jesus' head as he walked by."
"Wouldn't you know it," Billy fumed, "the one
Sunday I don't go Mass and Jesus shows
up!"
Advent Meditations On-line
It is not too late to connect with some
spiritual guidance during the Season of
Advent. Bishop Robert Barron offers
reflections on the daily readings of Advent.
These short and insightful Gospel
meditations arrive in your email and will
continue throughout the year. Sign up for
the daily Advent Gospel meditations
at www.DailyCatholicGospel.com.

Pastoral Associate ~ Beth Rossetti
946-1177
beth@stjustin.net
Follow our High School teens Twitter page @SJM_Teen. Join our
Facebook account SJM Teen.
MARK YOUR CALENDARS – On Monday, December 11 in the
Lambur Hall Meeting Room from 7:00-9:00 PM we will gather as a
parish to write Christmas Cards for those in various nursing homes,
shelters and prisons in the area. Join us at anytime, bring your
family and friends! In conjunction with the Lake/Geauga District of
the Diocese, parishes have been asked by our local Catholic
Charities to be part of a card writing campaign for those less
fortunate.
If you would like to bring a box of cards that would be great. Stop at
the Dollar Store and pick up a box. If you would like to do this at
home, please do so and return them to Beth in the office by
December 11. Write a greeting in pen on the inside of the card and
sign your first name. Place it in the envelope. DO NOT SIGN your
last name or SEAL the envelope. I challenge our parish to write 200
cards for this event. Can we do this?

Christmas Flower Donation
An offering can be made in memory of a deceased loved one. We will remember and pray for all deceased brothers and sisters at our Christmas
liturgies.
Place an offering in an envelope and print
clearly the name of the person for whom the
flowers are in memory and your name.
Please print the name to help ensure accuracy. Mark the envelope “Christmas Flowers” and place it in the Collection Basket or
drop it off at the Parish Office. Suggested
Offering is $10.00. It must be received by
December 11 in order to appear in the
December 25 bulletin.
The Blessing of Reconciliation
(All at St. Justin Martyr)
Tuesday, December 12,
7:00 PM Communal Penance

Sunday, December 24Vigil Mass of the Birth of Christ

Saturday, December 16, 3:304:30 PM

4:00 PM (Church) with
Contemporary Musicians
4:00 PM (Lambur Hall) with
Children’s Choir
10:00 PM Evening Mass (Church)

Monday, December 18, 3:004:00 PM
Tuesday, December 19, 7:008:00 PM

Stewardship
Advent is a time of hope and light. It is a
time when good stewards reaffirm “nothing
is impossible with God.” Look for the light in
all that you do, from shopping for presents,
to mailing cards, to making special foods
that are a tradition with your family. Say
extra prayers everyday and attend a
weekday Mass.

Christmas Schedule
Solemnity of the Nativity of
Christ

Thursday, December 21, 3:004:00 PM and 7:30-8:30 PM
Saturday, December 23, 3:004:00 PM

Solemnity of Christmas
Monday, December 25 –
Christmas Day
7:30 AM, 9:30 AM, 11:30 AM
Please note: There is no 5:00PM
Mass on Christmas Day
Solemnity of Mary
(Not a Holy Day of obligation)
Sunday, December 31 - Vigil Mass:
5:00 PM
Monday, January 1, 2018
10:00 AM

Congratulations
on Your Retirement!
Don Vanagas is retiring from our Maintenance Department. after 15 years. Don
has done an awesome job helping keep
our buildings up and running and we are
all going to miss him! We’re happy for him
that he will now enjoy some much deserved Rest & Relaxation!

Urgent Need!
Outreach Ministry is in need of Eucharistic Ministers
willing to take communion to shut-in parishioners.
Anyone willing to do this ministry, please contact
JoAnn Topoly, 944-0301 or Loretta Vanagas, 9427396 or the Parish Office.
God Bless you for
considering this ministry.

All are welcome to join us!
St. Justin Martyr invites you to join us on our annual
bus trip to Washington, D.C. for the March for Life
2018.
We leave on Thursday evening, January 18 at 9 P.M.
and travel through the night and arrive in time to attend
Mass at the Basilica. The rally is at noon followed by
the march. We depart for home at 5PM. This is an
experience you will NEVER forget!!
Seating is limited so make your reservation soon. The
cost this year is only $50.00. Checks must be
received by December 27 (made payable to St. Justin
Martyr).
Forms are available in the Parish Office, or online,
www.stjustin.net. For more information or questions
please call: Pat Frazier at 440-946-8154 or 440-4879606
31st Annual Christmas Concert!
Our Lady of Mt. Carmel, Wickliffe on Saturday, December
16 at 7:00pm (in the Church immediately following the
6:00PM Mass). Look for details on the flyer in the Gallery.
This concert benefits ALL less-fortunate Wickliffe residents. Donations of non-perishable goods or in the form of
cash or check (which will be collected near the end of the
concert), are appreciated.

Helping Hands Thank You!
Christmas is right around the corner! We would still
appreciate hams, boxed potatoes and jello, if you
would like to donate for Christmas.

Thank you and God Bless You!

Holy Name Breakfast

Sunday, December 10
8am-11am
Santa Claus
will be there at 9am!
Don’t forget your list!
Avoid the long mall lines ...bring your camera!
Enjoy the most delicious breakfast in town!
Scrambled eggs, sausage, pancakes or French Toast
and beverages for only $7 for adults, $5 Seniors, $5
children 12 and under and FREE for 2 years and
under! Bring your family and friends.
St. Justin Martyr
Holy Name Society
Paul Misch Scholarship
The St. Justin Martyr Holy Name
Society is again offering one $4,000
scholarship over two years ($2,000
for the first year and $2,000 for the
second year) to those who will be attending a Catholic
high school in September of next year. One student
will be chosen on the basis of financial need,
academics and a required essay.
The scholarship is open to all eighth graders
belonging to St. Justin Martyr Parish (regardless of
what grade school they are currently attending) to
assist in their first two years of Catholic high school
education. Applications will be available in the parish
office.
St. John of the Cross Parish & Covenant Baptist
Church present “Nine Lessons & Carols … a service of
Christian worship celebrating the birth of Jesus” on Friday,
December 15, 7 pm at St. John of the Cross Parish, 140
Richmond Rd, Euclid.
Lessons will be read by members of the St. John of the
Cross and Covenant Baptist Church communities and carols presented by the combined choirs of the Saint John of
the Cross, directed by Dr. Francesco Binda, Director of Music and Covenant Baptist Church, directed by Rev. William
Brewer, Minister of Music. The congregation will be lead in
prayer by Fr. Sal Ruggeri and Rev. Christine Smith.
Lessons & Carols is the story of the fall of humanity, the
promise of the Messiah, and the birth of Jesus is told in
nine short Bible readings from Genesis, the prophetic books
and the Gospels, interspersed with the singing of hymns
and carols.

SAVE THE DATES!!!

RETIREMENT FUND FOR RELIGIOUS

February 25-27, 2018

“Your generous contribution helps us to care for our
retired sisters and enables our younger sisters to
continue in active ministry,” writes a religious sister.
Your gift to today’s collection for the Retirement Fund
for Religious helps provide medications, nursing care,
and more for thousands of senior sisters, brothers, and
religious order priests. It also helps ensure younger
members can continue the good works of their elders!

Sunday-Tuesday, 7:00 PM

SJM Lenten Mission
“The Desert: Place of
Transformation”
Speaker: Fr. Michael Lee
Exposition of the Blessed
Sacrament, Confession and
Spiritual Direction:
Sunday, 6:00-6:45 PM
Monday & Tuesday, 5:00-6:45 PM

JOB OPENING
Maintenance Position
The Parish has a part-time maintenance/janitorial position
opening
Hours/Days: Saturday and Sunday after service (10 hours
approximately) and other times as needed.
Duties Include (But Not Limited to):
Cleaning and maintaining the church building, including worship areas, hallways, offices, meeting rooms and restrooms.
Qualifications:
Over 18 years of age
High School Graduate or GED
Valid Driver’s License
2 Years Maintenance Experience (Preferred)
Reports To: Maintenance Supervisor
To Apply: Applicant must pass BCI and FBI background
checks and Virtus training. Interested parties may email resume
to sjmoffice@stjustin.net or complete an application at the parish
office. For more information and complete responsibilities and
qualifications, contact the parish office at (440)946-1177 or
check out the website, www.stjustin.net.
PERFECTLY YOURSELF

Advent is coming
Advent is the version of the Latin word meaning
“coming.” This is the coming of Jesus into the
world. Advent is the first season of the liturgical
year in the Catholic Church. It always begins on
the fourth Sunday before Christmas day, which is
also the Sunday closest to November 30 and ends
on Christmas Eve. Today is the fourth Sunday
before Christmas, the beginning of Advent. During
the weeks and Sundays of Advent we should
prepare and remember the real meaning of
Christmas.
Coming Soon
The Stewardship Commission and Pop and Praise
are teaming up in February to do a service project.
We are calling it “Purses and Paks.” You will be
hearing more about it in future bulletins. In the
meantime hang on to those purses and backpacks
that are slightly used. We will be able to us them.

Did You Notice?
In this year’s calendars we have included a census
card. Please take a look at this card, fill it out and
return to the parish. This is not only if you have
had changes, but also if there is any way we can
also help you.

by Matthew Kelly

Please enjoy an early Christmas gift to all
our parish households, the book Perfectly
Yourself by Matthew Kelly. The book is
available in the Gallery. One per family,
please.
In this life-changing book, Matthew
Kelly addresses the opportunities and
obstacles we encounter when we decide to ask life’s BIG questions: who
am I? and why am I here? Newly revised with an emphasis
on spiritual growth and realizing God’s dream for your life,
Perfectly Yourself is a book for anyone who has survived
the collapse of a relationship, wondered if he or she would
ever find a fulfilling career, or failed at a diet. Kelly teaches us how to find the balance between accepting ourselves
and striving to become all God dreams for us to become.
This is the guide you need if you long to be at peace with
who you are, where you are, and what you are doing, not
in some distant tomorrow, but here and now—today.

Available in
the Parish
Office.

Family Perspectives
John the Baptist stood out from the crowd. The
way he dressed, his lifestyle, his fervor, his
commitment to proclaiming the coming of Jesus
Christ. Families proclaim their beliefs every day by
the way they live and the choices they make. Do
our family’s priorities proclaim our belief in Jesus?

