“There is one ... coming after me,
whose sandal strap I am not worthy
to untie.” Untying sandal straps was
no prestigious job. In the days of
John the Baptist, those straps
would have been especially unpleasant to deal with. Besides the
usual odors that accompany sockless leather footwear, there would
have been the grime and dirt from
the sandy roads and paths that
swirled around the people who
went everywhere on foot. Taking off
someone’s shoes upon their arrival
was the task of the lowly servants.
So when John says he’s unworthy of doing this task for
the “one who is coming after me,” he is putting himself in
a very humble position. And rightly so.
John realizes that the Christ—the Anointed One, the Messiah—is so far above him, so far above any of us, that we
are truly unworthy of him. Indeed, the Son of God is not
just the greatest of men; he is God-made-man and in his
presence we most appropriately should bow in humble
homage. Yet this God chose to stoop down to our human
level and walk among us. He chose to get his sandals
dirty. And still today he chooses to allow us to encounter
him as a friend and companion.
But as John reminds us by his example, this encounter
with the Lord is not the result of our own merits or accomplishments. We are sinners who stand in need of Christ’s
help. But thanks be to God, he is always willing to extend
this help to us. As St. Paul says in today’s epistle, “May
the God of peace make you perfectly holy.” Indeed it is
God who does the perfecting, not us by our own power.
So let us approach the Lord this Advent season with a
spirit of hopeful humility, trusting that God alone can
make us worthy of welcoming his Son.

Readings for the Week of December 17, 2017
Sunday: Is 61:1-2a, 10-11/Lk 1:46-48, 49-50, 53-54 [Is
61:10b]/1 Thes 5:16-24/Jn 1:6-8, 19-28
Monday: Jer 23:5-8/Ps 72:1-2, 12-13, 18-19,Mt 1:18-25
Tuesday: Jgs 13:2-7, 24-25a, Lk 1:5-25
Wednesday: Is 7:10-14, Lk 1:26-38
Thursday: Sg 2:8-14 or Zep 3:14-18a, Lk 1:39-45
Friday: 1 Sm 1:24-28/1 Sm 2:1, 4-5, 6-7, 8a-dLk 1:46-56
Saturday: Mal 3:1-4, 23-24, Lk 1:57-66
Next Sunday: 2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16, Rom 16:2527/Lk 1:26-38

Church Support—December 9, 2012

Mass Intentions for the Week
MONDAY– Dec. 18 ~ Advent Weekday
7:00 PM Vikram Chokshi, Mike Chokshi
7:30 PM Rosary and Novena
TUESDAY– Dec. 19 ~ Advent Weekday
8:30 AM Mary Cefaratti, Michaele Kelly
WEDNESDAY– Dec. 20 ~ Advent Weekday
8:30 AM Henry “Hank” Wilson, Mary Ellyn Wilson
THURSDAY– Dec. 21 ~ St. Peter Canisius
7:00 PM All Souls Remembrance
FRIDAY– Dec. 22 ~ Advent Weekday
8:30 AM Irene Liebhardt (B), Family
SATURDAY - Dec. 23 ~ St. John of Kanty
5:00 PM LaVerne Rubus, Rubus Family
SUNDAY– Dec. 24 ~ 4th Sunday of Advent
7:30 AM Martin & Marie Zinner, Brian & Deborah Zinner
9:30 AM Mass for Parishioners
11:30 AM Betty Buchanan, Family
SUNDAY– Dec. 24 ~ Christmas Eve
4:00 PM (Church) Contemporary Singers
4:00 PM (Lambur Hall ) Children’s Choir
10:00 PM (Church) Evening Mass
MONDAY - December 25 ~ Solemnity of Christmas
7:30 AM, 9:30 AM, 11:30AM
No 5:00 PM Mass on Christmas Day

Weekly Schedule
Monday - December 18
7:00-8:15 PM PSR
3:00-4:00 PM Confession
8:30 PM (LH) Mens BB
Tuesday - December 19
6:00 PM (C) Children’s Choir Practice
7:00-8:00 PM Confession
8:30 PM (LH) Corn Hole
Wednesday - December 20
7:30 PM (C) Contemporary Musicians
8:30 PM (LH) Open Volleyball
Thursday - December 21
3:00-4:00 PM & 7:30-8:30 PM Confession
7:00 PM (ATR) RCIA
7:30 PM (CMR) Finance Council
Saturday - December 23
9:30 AM (LH) Children’s Choir
3:00-4:30 PM Confession

Total Collection: $12,711.45 Loose Money: $432.25
Envelopes: $12,279.20 Envelopes used: 314
Average per envelope: $39.11 Student Envelopes:9
Total contributing households: 739

Thank You and God Bless You!

Rest in Peace

Robert DeGidio, father of Mary Ann Jurick
Tom Chase, husband of Mary Chase

The Parish Office will be closed on Monday, Christmas
Day after Masses and Tuesday, December 26.
There will be 8:30AM Mass on Tuesday.

Please Pray…

Dear Parishioners,
We have been expecting for weeks and months. We are well
aware of December 25th, but it is still surprising that it is
already here. And with only a few days left, there is still much
to do. The business of Advent is not yet completed. In these
final days, do something to finish Advent. Study the Advent
Scripture readings, start reading Perfectly Yourself, pray the
Joyful Mysteries of the rosary, do a good deed, visit someone
confined to their home, come to Reconciliation before
Christmas. Don’t neglect the spiritual preparation for Christmas
and be caught off guard. When the bells ring, answer
“Welcome, Lord. I am ready!”
I thank all who have responded to our Grateful Giving
Program. Good stewardship and Christmas go together.
Consider the good the Lord has done for you and the good
which He has helped you to do. Consider the real need of your
household and other charities. And please consider a donation
of $100 for the parish. The Christmas collection has historically
been a significant amount of the total yearly church offering. In
the past, many of you have been able to meet or exceed the
suggested offering and we thank you! I believe that whatever
you do in sacrifice to God will return to you many times over.

Please pray for all of our parishioners who are sick
or hospitalized:
Mason Adkinson, Hilda Aucelli,
Sue Beam, Agnes Brown, Frank Brown, John
Brown, Tom Bukovec, Clifford Coffey, Bill DeRoche,
Rob DelSesto, Elizabeth Dravecky, Jim Frank,
Joseph Frank, Judith Greger, Daniel Griffith, Zoe
Haas, Mike Hanlon, Jason Hahn, Carrilynn Horwath,
Bob Houston, Ava Jusko, Rick Kirby, Kathy
Kurchak, Jan Kulas, Charles McHugh, Anthony
Melaragno, Debbie Orlando, Henry Oschip, Sandi
Pandy, Billy Paolucci, Cindy Pike, Marie Rieck, Kris
Ruhe, Sue Schock, Bill Sprenger, Clarence
Svoboda, Susan Templin, Taylor Thorne, Greg
Usko, Phil Wolfson, Mary Lou & Tom Zelazney, the
shut-ins, those in nursing homes, those needing
prayers, and all of the intentions written in our Book
of Prayers located in the gallery. Many prayers help.
To add a name for prayers, please call the parish
office, 946-1177 or louise@stjustin.net.

Prayer Line

 Please call Theresa Davison, 942-5761, to add
your request to the Prayer Chain.

 You can reach the Sisters of Notre Dame prayer
line at 440-279-1163.

Peace, Fr. Kevin
Our Grateful Giving Program is meeting with
great success. To date 250 households have
increased their weekly contribution $2,089.93
The average increase in the weekly offering is
$8.36. There are 131 households who are
continuing their current giving level.

IMMEDIATE JOB OPENING
Part Time Maintenance Position
Hours/Days: Saturday and Sunday after service (10 hours
approximately) and other times as needed.
Duties Include (But Not Limited to):
Cleaning and maintaining the church building, including worship
areas, hallways, offices, meeting rooms and restrooms.
Qualifications:
Over 18 years of age, High School Graduate or GED
Valid Driver’s License, 2 Years Maintenance Experience
(Preferred)
Reports To: Maintenance Supervisor
To Apply: Applicant must pass BCI and FBI background
checks and Virtus training. Interested parties may email resume to
sjmoffice@stjustin.net or complete an application at the parish
office. For more information and complete responsibilities and
qualifications, contact the parish office at (440)946-1177 or check
out the website, www.stjustin.net.

No Adoration December 22-26 or
January 1
Eucharistic Adoration Adorers needed:
Monday: 3:00 PM Marge, 942-8989
Tuesday: 1:00 & 7:00 PM: Carolyn, 951-4686
Wednesday: 11:00 PM: Carole, 951-0280
Thursday: 6:00 PM: Sue, 488-1962
Friday: 9:00 AM, 6:00PM, Loretta, 942-7396
Questions? Call Marion, 975-8208

Family Perspectives
John the Baptist was a man of faith “sent by
God to testify to the Light so that all might
believe.”
Men: when others see you as a brother, son,
husband, uncle, stepfather or grandfather, what
do they learn from you about caring,
responsibility, commitment, nurturing and love?
Are you a witness to the Light?

Welcome Child of God
Niko Joseph Cindric
Please enjoy an early Christmas gift to
all our parish households, the book
Perfectly Yourself by Matthew Kelly.
The book is available in the Gallery.
One per family, please.

Director of Religious Education,
Charles Hunt
946-3287
charles@stjustin.net
What’s Francis Saying Now?
Short Messages (Tweets) from Pope Francis
+ We ask for the grace to make our faith more and
more operative through acts of charity.
+ Political activity must truly be conducted at the
service of the human person, with respect for
creation and for the common good.
+ We must fight corruption with determination. It is
an evil based on the worship of money and it
offends human dignity.
Catholic Humor
While visiting his grandparents, a small boy
opened the big family Bible. He was fascinated as
he fingered through the old pages. Suddenly,
something fell out. He picked it up and found that it
was an old leaf that had been pressed flat
between the pages. "Grandma, look what I found,"
he called out. "What have you got there, dear?"
his grandmother asked." With astonishment in his
voice, the boy answered, "I think it's Adam's
underwear!"
Advent Meditations On-line
It is not too late to connect with some spiritual
guidance during the Season of Advent. Bishop
Robert Barron offers reflections on the daily
readings of Advent. These short and insightful
Gospel meditations arrive in your email and will
continue throughout the year.
Sign up for the daily Advent Gospel
meditations, www.DailyCatholicGospel.com. You
will receive daily meditations throughout the year,
once you are signed up. Well worth it!

Stewardship
In a homily given by Pope Francis in 2014 he
referred to Gaudete Sunday as the Sunday of Joy
and that instead of fretting about all you haven’t
done to prepare for Christmas, you should think of
all the good things life has given you. Gaudete in
Latin means rejoice. We should rejoice for all the
gifts God has given us to help us prepare for
Christmas and to share with others. We should
also rejoice because the Lord is near.

Upcoming Blood Drive
Sunday, January 14, 2018
8:00am-1:00pm
St. Justin Martyr Church
Schedule an appointment online at redcrossblood.org,
sponsor code: Stjustinmartyr, or call 1-800-REDCROSS. Come to donate blood and receive an Atlas
Cinema 2 for 1 movie pass (while supply lasts). For
more information contact Deacon Tim Shell, 946-1177

Pastoral Associate ~ Beth Rossetti
946-1177
beth@stjustin.net
Follow our High School teens Twitter page @SJM_Teen.
Join our Facebook account SJM Teen.

God’s Choosing

by Jill Boal

When it was time for you to come to the earth
your Father chose a teenage girl untried, inexperienced
and afraid, to be your mother.
Joseph too, to bring you up, a carpenter, not rich or
famous, living in a small town,
making the everyday things that people useIt is strange how God chooses the ones we would not
choose to do his work.
You were born in a stable with the animals,
dirty and unhygienic.
No medical facilities no doctor standing by.
But probably warm from the animals and plenty of straw
about soft, but rather scratchy, were there mice?It is strange how God chooses places we would not
choose to come to.
People came to see you.
Shepherds down from the hills smelling of sheep,
their shoes muddy.
They said that angels had told them to
leave all their sheep in the fields hoping they
would not wonder too far away.
And forgetting the wolves and bears which might attack
and eat them and to go to straight to Bethlehem,
and find youIt is strange how God Chooses people we would not
choose to visit you.
Then the Magi came traveling with their gold, incense and
myrrh, strangers from the eastern lands from a country we
do not know, with strange clothes and language.
They look in the place but you were not there, so they
followed the star to the stable and found you, gave you
their gifts, and worshipped you there.
It is strange how God chooses people we would not
choose to worship you.
God chooses the unexpected, the reluctant, the scared,
the totally flabbergasted.
And those who think they will fail. He chooses those who
seek him, and those who try to hide;
he chooses the rich and famous as well as you and me I
am glad that he did the calling.
When he wanted the work to be done because if I had
been doing the choosing would I really have chosen me?
Taken from Prayers From the Franciscan Hearts
Paula Pearce, S.F.O.
Thank you to everyone who donated Christmas cards or
wrote out Christmas cards for the shut –ins of Lake County
Catholic Commissions, a division of Catholic Charities. We
donated over 500 cards!

St. Justin Martyr invites
you to join us on our
annual
bus
trip
to
Washington, D.C.
for the March for Life 2018.
We leave on Thursday evening, January 18 at 9 P.M.
and travel through the night and arrive in time to attend
Mass at the Basilica. The rally is at noon followed by
the march. We depart for home at 5PM. This is an
experience you will NEVER forget!!
Seating is limited so make your reservation soon. The
cost this year is only $50.00. Checks must be
received by December 27 (made payable to St. Justin
Martyr).
Forms are available in the Parish Office, or online,
www.stjustin.net. For more information or questions
please call: Pat Frazier at 440-946-8154 or 440-4879606

St. Justin Martyr
Holy Name Society
Paul Misch Scholarship
The St. Justin Martyr Holy Name
Society is again offering one $4,000
scholarship over two years ($2,000
for the first year and $2,000 for the second year) to
those who will be attending a Catholic high school in
September of next year. One student will be chosen
on the basis of financial need, academics and a
required essay.
The scholarship is open to all eighth graders
belonging to St. Justin Martyr Parish (regardless of
what grade school they are currently attending) to
assist in their first two years of Catholic high school
education. Applications will be available in the parish
office.

Thank You!
for your most
generous
response for
our
Giving Tree

It was amazing how quickly the gift tags from the Giving
Tree turned into gifts for the poor and needy of our city.
Our parishioners returned such a wonderful outpouring
of gifts as you can see in the picture above.
Thank you to our Helping Hands for organizing and
sorting the gifts as well as Christmas food baskets!

Christmas for Special Babies
It has been the custom at St. Justin’s to collect baby
items on Christmas Eve and donate them to Birthright
of Lake County. Gift suggestions include formula, new
clothing, sleepers, undershirts (birth to 18 months)
diapers, and blankets. Wrap your gifts and bring them
to mass with you on Christmas Eve.

Congratulations!
Nicholas F. Kubiez who made the St. Edward Honor
Roll for the current grading period...Well done!
Mater Dei News
Come to one of our upcoming Open House, January 28
from 12:30-2:30 or January 31 from 6-8pm. There are
also “Preview Sessions”, short Saturday morning
sessions for Kindergarten and Preschool.
These
programs begin at 10am and registration is required. Call
440-585-0800 to reserve your space.
Save the Date for the Knight to Remember on Saturday,
March 10. This event sold out last year. Tickets go on
sale mid-January.

All Saints News
During this season of Advent our school is observing an
Act of Kindness each day. Our first act of kindness was to
smile. You never know what your smile may do for
someone else. It might really brighten someone’s day.
Whenever things are going rough for you, sometimes a
little smile might be just what the doctor ordered. We also
have daily readings, “Around the Stable." Each reading
will remind us to reflect on the promise of the baby born in
Bethlehem 2000 years ago. The 3rd grade went caroling
at Country Place, too.
Our Open Houses will begin on January 29, 11am-1pm,
February 1 from 9-11am and 6-8pm (Free Pancake
Breakfast, Meet theTeachers, and Take a Tour) and
February 12, noon-2pm. Call 440-943-1395 for more
information.
Too Many Stuffed Animals?
Are you looking to recycle some of those loving animals
from your household? Especially those really large
ones? We welcome clean, unused animals to share for
our festival prize patrol! Just put them in a plastic bag
and label them “Festival Stuffed Animals” and drop them
off in the Parish Office.

A Holy Name Society Thank You…
to all who attended the recent breakfast with Santa in Lambur Hall. We enjoyed
making a delicious breakfast during this Advent season for our parishioners and
their families.
Santa and Mrs. Claus were in attendance to greet
and spend a wonderful morning with the kids who
came to visit them and left many beautiful Advent
pictures for them to take back to the North Pole.
The told us how great they were!
As everyone prepares for the coming of Baby
Jesus, we would like to say thank you again for
being at the breakfast with Santa and wish Merry
Christmas and a Happy peaceful New Year to all.

Check out the St. Justin Martyr Facebook Page for more pictures of all events.
Christmas Schedule

Reconciliation
Monday, December 18,
3:00-4:00 PM

Tuesday, December 19,
7:00-8:00 PM

Advent Tea...Peace...
Thank You! Not only was the tea a great success,
but with the help of the PSR classes we put
together 350 bags for the homeless, as well as
having hundreds of additional items to share with
those in need. Your generosity was humbling!
Thank you to our hostesses, our 29 hostesses, our 30 servers,
Mary Hrich and Bob Soeder for music, our St. Justin Martyr
cookie bakers, and for all who helped in many ways. (You can
find pictures and a copy of the program on Facebook) We are
blessed with a vibrant parish! (We are still in need of pictures
for the bulletin board. If you have any, please drop them off in
the
office,
or
email
to
louise@stjustin.net.
Look for
them next weekend!

Thursday, December 21,
3:00-4:00 PM and 7:30-8:30 PM
Saturday, December 23,
3:00-4:30 PM
Liturgy
Solemnity of the Nativity
Sunday, December 24
4:00 PM (Church)
Contemporary Musicians
4:00 PM (Lambur Hall)
Children’s Choir
10:00 PM Evening Mass (Church)
(Interpreting for the deaf takes place at
the 4:00pm Mass at Church and not
the 9:30am on Christmas)
Solemnity of Christmas
Monday, December 25 –
7:30 AM, 9:30 AM, 11:30 AM
There is no 5:00PM Mass Christmas Day

Solemnity of Mary
(Not a Holy Day of obligation)

January 1, 2018, 10:00 AM

