“Behold, you will conceive in
your womb and bear a son,
and you shall name him
Jesus.”
Today is the last Sunday of
the Advent season, and we
hear in the Gospel the
anticipation of the feast we
will celebrate in just one day.
Christmas is coming! Jesus
is on his way! We have had
weeks to prepare for this
momentous occasion, and now we are on the very
verge of its arrival. The children in our midst can
hardly contain their excitement as they wait to wake
up on Christmas morning. The thrill of this coming
moment is meant to remind us of the joy and
anticipation we should all feel as we await the coming
of Christ. Yes, Christmas is a great feast, but there is
more here than a remembrance of the past or a
fabulous party in the present. There is a lookingahead as well. We celebrate as we anticipate.
Much as Mary must have waited in wonder during the
nine months of her pregnancy, we wait in hopeful
expectation as Christians looking forward to being
reunited with our Savior. Our future is full of hope. The
deflating melancholy that afflicts many people after a
holiday runs its course need not be the experience of
the Christian waiting for Christ. We are always looking
forward to something!
There is never a moment when we have no cause for
joy. Our lives are lived in a kind of unending advent as
we stand in watchful waiting. Let us remember this as
we enter into our Christmas Eve gatherings and
festivities. As we join with family and friends to share
in the good things of this life, may we carry with us the
joy of knowing that even better things lie in store for
us who welcome the infant Jesus into our hearts and
homes.

Mass Intentions for the Week
MONDAY
7:30 AM
9:30 AM
11:30 AM

- December 25 ~ Solemnity of Christmas
Christmas Mass
Mass for Parishioners
Christmas Mass

TUESDAY– Dec. 26 ~ St. Stephen
8:30 AM Robert Corcoran, Bill & Pat Homan
WEDNESDAY– Dec. 27 ~ St. John, apostle
8:30 AM Rev. Douglas Makowski
THURSDAY– Dec. 28 ~ The Holy Innocents
7:00 PM Rev. Paul Sciarrotta
FRIDAY– Dec. 29 ~
8:30 AM Philip J. Jurick (A), Family
SATURDAY
5:00 PM Joan E. Haas, Fred & Zoe Haas
SUNDAY– Dec. 31~ The Holy Family
7:30 AM Jerry Kokish & Jim Kunsman, Kokish Family
9:30 AM Michael Olwert, Aurand Family
11:30 AM Maria Guerrieri, Vince Indriolo of VIP Foods
5:00 PM Mass for Parishioners

Weekly Schedule
Monday - December 25
No PSR
No Mens BB
Tuesday - December 26
8:30 PM (LH) Corn Hole
Wednesday - December 27
7:30 PM (C) Contemporary Musicians
8:30 PM (LH) Open Volleyball
Thursday - December 28
NO RCIA

Stewardship~ the Poinsettia
Readings for the Week of December 24, 2017
Sunday: 2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16, Rom 16:25-27/Lk 1:26-38
Monday: Vigil: Is 62:1-5/Ps 89:4-5, 16-17, 27, 29 [2a]/Acts 13:16-17, 22
-25/Mt 1:1-25 or 1:18-25
Midnight: Is 9:1-6, 11-12, 13 [Lk 2:11]/Ti 2:11-14/Lk 2:1-14
Dawn: Is 62:11-12 6, 11-12/Ti 3:4-7/Lk 2:15-20
Day: Is 52:7-10, Heb 1:1-6/Jn 1:1-18 or 1:1-5, 9-14
Tuesday: Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59, Mt 10:17-22
Wednesday: 1 Jn 1:1-4, Jn 20:1a, 2-8
Thursday: 1 Jn 1:5—2:2, Mt 2:13-18
Friday: 1 Jn 2:3-11, Lk 2:22-35
Saturday: 1 Jn 2:12-17, Lk 2:36-40
Next Sunday: Gn 15:1-6; 21:1-3 or Sir 3:2-6, 12-14[7a, Heb 11:8, 1112, 17-19 or Col 3:12-21 or 3:12-17/Lk 2:22-40 or 2:22, 39-40

Church Support was not available because of the early
publication date.
Thank You & God Bless You!!

We as good stewards take a poinsettia to
many of our friends and relatives during
the Christmas Holidays to show our love
for them.
Do you know what the
poinsettia symbolizes?
The Legend of the Poinsettia
A poor Mexican girl had no present to
give the baby Jesus at Christmas so she
picked a few weeds and tied them into a
bouquet. When she knelt down to place
the offering at the crèche, they became
bright red flowers. From that day on, they
were known as the Flores de Noche
Buena or “Flowers of the Holy Night.”
The shape is said to represent the Star of
Bethlehem and the red color of the leaves
symbolizes the blood of Christ.

Please Pray…

Dear Parishioners,
“A light will shine on us this day, the Lord is born for us.”
Merry Christmas to all! May our lives be filled with Jesus’ glory
and His peace. I want to take this opportunity to thank the
many people who contributed to our parish Christmas
celebration.
We deeply appreciate the wonderful work of those who
prepared the church and who helped with the decorations.
Thanks to all those who helps us to pray: the musicians,
servers, lectors, Eucharistic ministers, ushers, collectors and
counters. Thank you also to the Holy Name Society for setting
up the Nativity scene and decoration with the outside lights.
A special thanks to our office staff who gracefully handle the
many additional tasks of the season.
Thank you to those who sent cards, prayers and gifts our way.
The support is very much appreciated.
Peace, Fr. Kevin

Please pray for all of our parishioners who are sick or
hospitalized:
Mason Adkinson, Hilda Aucelli, Sue
Beam, Agnes Brown, Frank Brown, John Brown, Tom
Bukovec, Clifford Coffey, Rob DelSesto, Elizabeth
Dravecky, Jim Frank, Joseph Frank, Judith Greger,
Daniel Griffith, Zoe Haas, Mike Hanlon, Jason Hahn,
Carrilynn Horwath, Bob Houston, Ava Jusko, Kathryn
Kirsch, Kathy Kurchak, Jan Kulas, Charles McHugh,
Anthony Melaragno, Debbie Orlando, Henry Oschip,
Sandi Pandy, Billy Paolucci, Cindy Pike, Marie Rieck,
Kris Ruhe, Sue Schock, Bill Sprenger, Clarence
Svoboda, Susan Templin, Taylor Thorne, Greg Usko,
Phil Wolfson, Mary Lou & Tom Zelazney, the shutins, those in nursing homes, those needing prayers,
and all of the intentions written in our Book of Prayers
located in the gallery. Many prayers help.
To add a name for prayers, please call the parish
office, 946-1177 or louise@stjustin.net.

Prayer Line
 Please call Theresa Davison, 942-5761, to add
your request to the Prayer Chain.

 You can reach the Sisters of Notre Dame prayer
line at 440-279-1163.
Our Grateful Giving Program is meeting with
great success. To date 250 households have
increased their weekly contribution $2,089.93 The
average increase in the weekly offering is $8.36.
There are 131 households who are continuing
their current giving level.

JOB OPENING
Maintenance Position
The Parish has a part-time maintenance/janitorial position
opening
Hours/Days: Saturday and Sunday after service (10 hours
approximately) and other times as needed.
Duties Include (But Not Limited to): Cleaning and
maintaining the church building, including worship areas,
hallways, offices, meeting rooms and restrooms.
Qualifications:
Over 18 years of age, High School Graduate or GED, Valid
Driver’s License, 2 Years Maintenance Experience (Preferred)
Reports To: Maintenance Supervisor
To Apply: Applicant must pass BCI and FBI background
checks and Virtus training. Interested parties may email resume to
sjmoffice@stjustin.net or complete an application at the parish
office. For more information and complete responsibilities and
qualifications, contact the parish office at (440)946-1177 or check
out the website, www.stjustin.net.

Rest in Peace
Alice Hrehocik, mother of Michael and Maureen Hrehocik

Urgent Need! Outreach Ministry is in need of Eucharistic
Ministers willing to take communion to shut-in parishioners.
Anyone willing to do this ministry, please contact JoAnn Topoly,
944-0301 or Loretta Vanagas, 942-7396 or the Parish Office.

No Adoration December 26 or January 1
Eucharistic Adoration Adorers needed:
Monday: 3:00 PM Marge, 942-8989
Tuesday: 1:00 & 7:00 PM: Carolyn, 951-4686
Wednesday: 11:00 PM: Carole, 951-0280
Thursday: 6:00 PM: Sue, 488-1962
Friday: 9:00 AM, 6:00PM, Loretta, 942-7396
Questions? Call Marion, 975-8208

Christmas Schedule
Solemnity of the Nativity of Christ
Sunday, December 24
Vigil Mass of the Birth of Christ
4:00 PM (Church) with
Contemporary Musicians
4:00 PM (Lambur Hall) with
Children’s Choir
10:00 PM Evening Mass (Church)
(Interpreting for the deaf takes place at the 4:00pm
mass at the Church and not the 9:30am Mass on
Christmas.)

Solemnity of Christmas
Monday, December 25 – Christmas Day
7:30 AM, 9:30 AM, 11:30 AM
There is no 5:00PM Mass on Christmas Day
Solemnity of Mary
(Not a Holy Day of obligation)
Monday, January 1, 2018 - 10:00 AM

Director of Religious Education
Charles Hunt
946-3287
charles@stjustin.net
What’s Francis Saying Now?
Short Messages (Tweets) from Pope Francis
What’s Francis Saying Now?
Short Messages (Tweets) from Pope Francis
+ We all possess God-given talents. No one can
claim to be so poor that they have nothing to offer
others.
+ May the Virgin Mary always be our refuge, our
consolation, and the way that leads to Christ.

Pastoral Associate
Beth Rossetti
9461177
beth@stjustin.net
Follow our High School teens Twitter page @SJM_Teen.
Join our Facebook account SJM Teen.
Christmas Facts – Do you know?
A Christmas tree -- especially a real one – is an evergreen,
symbolic of God’s eternal love as well as the tree in the
Garden of Eden, the beginning of the brokenness that Jesus
came to heal. Do you leave your tree up until the end of the
Christmas season which is the Baptism of the Lord?

Forming Children in Faith—PSR
Parish School of Religion
Children who attend public schools are required to
attend PSR classes. The goal of PSR is to form
children as disciples of Jesus. St. Justin Martyr
Parish School of Religion is at the service of parents,
assisting them in the important task of handing on
the Catholic Faith to their children. Contact Charles
Hunt at 440-946-3287 or Charles@stjustin.net.

“X-mas” really isn’t and attempt to “X” Christ out of Christmas.
The Greek, “X” is the letter “chi”, the first letter of “Christ” and
a commonly abbreviated way the early Christians referred to
Christ.

Becoming Catholic—RCIA
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults
RCIA is the gradual formation process for men and
women to come to know Jesus Christ and to be
initiated into the Catholic Church. If you or someone
you know are interested in joining the Catholic
Church, please speak with Fr. Kevin, a team
member, or the RCIA coordinator Charles Hunt at
440-946-3287 & Charles@stjustin.net. The RCIA
Team invites you to offer a weekly Rosary for the
intention of increasing the membership of St. Justin
Martyr Church.

Wishing you and your family a very Blessed Christmas!

Catholic Humor
A Jewish lady named Mrs. Rosenberg ended up
stranded late one wintry night at an upscale resort
which did not admit Jewish people. The desk clerk
looked down at his book and said, "Sorry, no room.
The hotel is full.” Mrs. Rosenberg replied, "But your
sign says that you have vacancies." The clerk
stammered and said curtly, "You know that we do not
admit Jews. Now if you will try the other side of
town..." Mrs. Rosenberg stiffened noticeable and
said, "I'll have you know I recently converted to
Christianity." The clerk said, "Oh, yeah, then let me
give you a little test. How was Jesus born?" Mrs.
Rosenberg replied, "He was born to a virgin named
Mary in Bethlehem." "Very good," replied the clerk,
"Tell me more." Mrs. Rosenberg continued, "He was
born in a manger." "That's right," said the clerk. "And
why was he born in a manger?" asked the clerk. Mrs.
Rosenberg responded very loudly, "Because a jerk
like you wouldn't give a Jewish lady a room for the
night!"

The exchange of gifts echoes God’s gift of his Son to us. As
well as, the story of King Wenceslas brining gifts to the poor
and the story of the Magi from Matthew’s gospel.
The Nativity or Crèche scene was given to us by St. Francis.

Next week is the Feast of the Holy Family. Here’s a list of
great activities to keep the Christmas season going.
The Saturday of the Feast of the Holy Family is Joseph
Saturday. This is a day to repair all wooden things in your
home or to clean wooden things. It’s a great way project
to do with your children as Jesus and Joseph did
throughout His life.
Discuss with your family during this time your own family
tree. Teach them something about their family that will
grow in their heart forever.
Ask family members to tell you the story of Jesus’ birth
and what the Holy Family means to them. Make sure all
the facts are right. This will add to your family history.
Fresh Faith: The next session is on January 14 in the
Spirit Room from 6:00-8:00PM. See you starting at
5:00Pm Mass.
Confirmation: Our next session will be our
Confirmation retreat on January 20-21, 2018. A letter will
be sent home to parents concerning this retreat.
Thank you to our prayer partners, you’ve been great!
Please remember us on our retreat.
We will hold our first Pop and Praise on
January 10 in Lambur Hall from 6:308:00PM. It’s an open gym and game
night. RSVP to Mrs. R by January 8.
We are still looking for funeral ministers. Needed are
adult servers and tablecloth washers. Our adult servers
are trained on how to serve a funeral Mass. Tablecloth
washers are needed an occasion to launder 8-10
tablecloths at your home within a week turn around. ALL
tablecloths are wash and wear. NO ironing required.

Did You Notice?
In this year’s calendars we have included a census
card. Please take a look at this card, fill it out and
return to the parish. This is not only if you have had
changes, but also if there is any way we can also help
you.

All are welcome to join us!
St. Justin Martyr invites you to join us on our annual
bus trip to Washington, D.C. for the March for Life
2018.
We leave on Thursday evening, January 18 at 9 P.M.
and travel through the night and arrive in time to attend
Mass at the Basilica. The rally is at noon followed by
the march. We depart for home at 5PM. This is an
experience you will NEVER forget!!
Seating is limited so make your reservation soon. The
cost this year is only $50.00. Checks must be received
by December 27 (made payable to St. Justin Martyr).
Forms are available in the Parish Office, or online,
www.stjustin.net. For more information or questions
please call: Pat Frazier at 440-946-8154 or 440-4879606

Vocations at the Crossroads
The following parishioners are scheduled to receive the
cross during the month of January:
Week of January 6-7:
Margie Jacobs
Week of January 13-14:
Marion Hanna
Week of January 20-21:
Jerry & Joanne Fox
Week of January 27-28:
Terry Ryan
If anyone cannot make their week, please call Loretta
Vanagas at 942-7396. Thank you for your time and
prayers.
Thank you to all who pray in this special way for
vocations. We have started our 13th year of praying for
vocations in this way. If anyone is interested in receiving
the vocations travel bag, please call the parish office at
946-1177 or Loretta at 942-7396. The bag may be picked
up at the parish office over the weekend or received
during the mass you plan on attending.

St. Justin Martyr Holy Name Society
Paul Misch Scholarship
The St. Justin Martyr Holy Name Society is
again offering one $4,000 scholarship over
two years ($2,000 for the first year and
$2,000 for the second year) to those who will be
attending a Catholic high school in September of next
year. One student will be chosen on the basis of
financial need, academics and a required essay.

Merry Christmas!
Please enjoy an early Christmas gift to all
our parish households, the book, Perfectly
Yourself by Matthew Kelly. This book is
available in the Gallery, one per family,
please.

Family Perspectives
Question: What do you call a family that began with a
couple who married after a pregnancy was
discovered; who had a twelve year old who ran away
from home and was eventually executed as a criminal
by the state? Answer: Holy. The lesson of today’s
gospel is: no matter what is happening in your
family, “The Lord is with you.” Seek the Lord and let
Him direct your family. Imitate Mary and “do not be
afraid” for “nothing is impossible with God.”

The scholarship is open to all eighth graders
belonging to St. Justin Martyr Parish (regardless of
what grade school they are currently attending) to
assist in their first two years of Catholic high school
education. Applications will be available in the parish
office.
Too Many Stuffed Animals?
Are you looking to recycle some of those loving animals
from your household? Especially those really large ones?
We welcome clean, unused animals to share for our
festival prize patrol! Just put them in a plastic bag and
label them “Festival Stuffed Animals” and drop them off in
the Parish Office.
Save the Date for 2018 Festival July 27-29, 2018
It’s never too early to start thinking about volunteering for
the festival this summer. We are looking for an
Advertising/Publicity Chairman. After 12 years as our
chairman, Mike Caranna is retiring. Thank you Mike,
you did a very professional job each and every year. Mike
will help the new chairman by lending his insight, contacts
and general information. If interested contact Dave
Hobart, 951-4384 or hobie44094@sbcglobal.net. Thanks
again Mike!!







Good Deeds from our children’s envelopes:
Vacuum Moms car and cleaned her trunk...Edward
Rooting for Ohio State...Danny
Helped clean up the yard...Nathaniel
Was nice and gave thanks...Carrie & Dylan
Cleaned my bedroom...Emma
Thank You and God Bless You!
God of love, be with us as
we remember our loved ones.
Thank you for their memories that continue to live
long after they are gone.
Bless our love for them and let us share that love
with others, so that they are never forgotten. Amen.

Lighten Your Tax Burden
This time of year is when many look to contribute to
charitable contributions. Remember, any taxable donations
need to be made to the Parish Office by December 31, 2016.
Here are some ideas:



A gift to our Church Endowment or School
Endowment will help support our parish well into the
future. Gifts of stock as well as cash are most welcome.



Our Guardian Angel Fund supports parish grants to
families in need of tuition aid for Catholic education.



Matching gifts, from many companies like
Progressive and Lubrizol will match your donation to
make it easily doubled. We will be happy to acknowledge
your gift and their matching gift

Our Nativity Set

Welcome to
our Church
We welcome all
who are visiting our parish.
Thank you for spending time with us.
Our celebration is more meaningful today
because you are here.
All of us in the St. Justin Martyr community look
forward to your return as often as possible.
If you would like to register
for our parish, call the Parish Office,
946-1177 or check our website,
www.stjustin.net

Christmas Tree Blessing

Planned and installed by the Holy Name Society for the
Parish Community, the men of the Society have been
faithfully sharing this masterpiece with our parishioners
since 1999. Glass enclosed and illuminated there are 16
Dolfi Nativity Statues in this 16’ x 8’ x 7’ stable. Make
plans to take a look at this beautiful addition to
Christmas.

Lord our God,
we praise You for the light of
creation, the sun, the moon and
the stars of night.

If you see a member of the Holy Name, please tell them
thank you for sharing their time and this tradition with us!

We praise You for Jesus Christ,
Your Son. He is Emmanuel, Godwith-us, the Prince of Peace, who
fills us with the wonder of Your
Love.

Men are always needed to help with the many important
things the Holy Name does for our parish. If interested in
joining, please call the Parish Office, 946-1177.

We praise You for the light of
Israel, the Law, the prophets and
the wisdom of the Scriptures.

Lord God, let Your blessing come
upon us as we light this tree.
May the light and cheer it gives be
a sign of the joy that fills our
hearts. May all who delight in this
tree come to the knowledge and
joy of salvation. We ask this
through Christ, our Lord, Amen.

Christmas Eve Gifts for Babies

Manger Blessing
God of every nation and people,
from the very beginning of creation
You have made manifest Your love;
when our need for a Savior was great,
You sent Your Son to be born of the Virgin Mary.
To our lives He brings joy and peace,
justice, mercy and love.
Lord, bless all who look upon this manger.
May it remind us of the humble birth of Jesus,
and raise up our thoughts to Him who is God-with-us
and Savior of all, and who lives and reigns
for ever and ever. Amen

It has been the custom at St. Justin’s to take up a special
collection of baby items on Christmas Eve. These items are
donated to Birthright of Lake County.
If you would like to join in this celebration of life, we invite you
to place your gift in one of the receptacles located at both
entrances of Lambur Hall as well
as in the gallery area of the
Church on Christmas Eve.
Gift suggestions include formula,
clothing (new only), diapers,
blankets,
undershirts
and
sleepers (birth to 18 months).
We recommend you wrap the
gifts.

