When they had
fulfilled all the
prescriptions of
the law of the
Lord, they
returned ... to
their own town of
Nazareth.”
Mary and Joseph were faithful Jews who followed the
norms of their religion. Today’s Gospel describes the
event we call “The Presentation.” Jesus’ parents, like
every Jewish family, presented their infant son to the
Lord in a formal ceremony at the temple in Jerusalem.
Having done what their religious rites required (and
having heard the prophetic words of Simeon and
Anna), Mary and Joseph returned home. It was back
in their native region of Galilee, amidst the daily
routine of domestic life, that Jesus “grew and became
strong, filled with wisdom.”
As Christians, we too consecrate our children to the
Lord when we have them baptized in the Church.
Seeing our children receive this sacrament of initiation
is always a moment of great joy and hope as we
anticipate the life that lies ahead for them, both on
earth and in eternity. But the baptism of a baby is only
the beginning of this journey towards heaven. In truth,
the little daily details, the simple living of family life in
our own home paves the way for our children to reach
their eternal home. And so it was with the Holy
Family. Jesus’ childhood, his formation and
development took place not primarily amidst the
public drama of the temple, but in the quiet privacy of
his home. How important this home was, where his
parents raised him in their faith and helped him live in
such a way that “the favor of God was upon him.” May
we too, in our homes and our families, remember that
although our mission may be lived out in very small
moments, taken together they have an eternal
significance.
Readings for the Week of December 31, 2017
Sunday: Gn 15:1-6; 21:1-3 or Sir 3:2-6, 12-14/] Col 3:1221 or 3:12-17/Lk 2:22-40 or 2:22, 39-40
Monday: Nm 6:22-27/Gal 4:4-7/Lk 2:16-21
Tuesday: 1 Jn 2:22-28/Jn 1:19-28
Wednesday: 1 Jn 2:29—3:6/Jn 1:29-34
Thursday: 1 Jn 3:7-10/Jn 1:35-42
Friday: 1 Jn 3:11-21/Ps 100:1b-2, 3, 4, 5 [2a]/Jn 1:43-51
Saturday: 1 Jn 5:5-13/]/Mk 1:7-11 or Lk 3:23-38 or 3:23,
31-34, 36, 38
Next Sunday: Is 60:1-6/Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6/Mt 2:1-12

Church Support—December 17, 2017
Total Collection: $16,168.75* Loose Money: $405.25
Envelopes: $15,763.50 Envelopes used: 315
Average per envelope: $29.71 Student Envelopes:9
Total contributing households: 742
*$6,404.50 Electronic Funds

Thank You and God Bless You!

Mass Intentions for the Week
MONDAY - January 1 ~ Solemnity of Mary, the Holy
Mother of God (not a Holy Day of Obligation)
10:00 AM Umrli Turkay Ante, Kauzljar & Cindric Families,
Dragica Kauzlijar
TUESDAY– January 2 ~ Sts. Basil and St. Gregory
8:30 AM Rev. Carl D’Agostino
WEDNESDAY– January 3 ~ Christmas Weekday
8:30 AM Ellie Weed, Rossetti Family
THURSDAY– January 4 ~ St. Elizabeth Ann Seton
7:00 PM John Stephan, Kathleen Morrison
FRIDAY– January 5 ~ St. John Neumann
8:30 AM Rev. John Jenkins
SATURDAY - January 6 ~ Christmas Weekday
5:00 PM Bridie Kirby, Mike & Pat LIebhardt
SUNDAY– January 7 ~ The Epiphany of the Lord
7:30 AM John Kropf, Therese Kovar & Judith Kovar Sloop
9:30 AM Mass for Parishioners
11:30 AM Charles & Ann Woltman, Daughter & Family
5:00 PM Caroline & Herbert Reinmann, Zupan Family

Weekly Schedule
Monday - January 1
No PSR
No Men’s BB
Office Closed
Tuesday - January 2
6:30 PM (ATR) Festival
8:30 PM (LH) Corn Hole
Wednesday - January 3
7:00 PM (ATR) Catholic War Vets
7:30 PM (C) Contemporary Musicians
8:30 PM (LH) Open Volleyball
Thursday - January 4
7:00 PM (ATR) RCIA
Sunday - January 7
DONUT SUNDAY

Christmas Stewardship
Today is the first Sunday after Christmas
when we celebrate the Feast of The Holy
Family. This feast commemorate the life of
Jesus, the Virgin Mary, and St. Joseph
being together. The primary purpose of the
feast is to present the Holy Family as a
model for Christian families.
We practice our stewardship by recognizing that within the
family human life is nurtured and protected.
Where concern for others is learned and where virtues are
developed for the good of the individual, the family and the
society.
The Stewardship Commission would like to wish you and your
family many blessings in the New Year.

Please Pray…

Dear Parishioners,
Today is the Feast of the Holy Family. We are more aware of
how much we need the strength and guidance of our Faith
for our families. The Gospels tell us that the Holy Family was
subject to all the difficulties of our world. Jesus was born in
the stable because there was no room in the inn. The family
fled a murderous Herod and lived as refugees in Egypt
before returning to their home. The adolescent Jesus even
gave his parents some anxious moments. Husbands and
wives, children and parents have the Holy Family as
powerful intercessors for all their needs.
The Feast of the Holy Family calls us to pray for our own
family and all families:
For Our Household
O God of goodness and mercy,
to your fatherly protection we commend
our family, our household, and all that belongs to us.
We commit all to your love and keeping.
Fill this house with your blessings,
even as you filled the house of Nazareth with your presence.
For Families
O God our Father,
bind together in your all-embracing love
every family on earth.
Banish anger and bitterness within them;
nourish forgiveness and peace.
Bestow upon parents such wisdom and patience
that they may gently exercise the discipline of love,
and call forth from their children their
greatest virtue and their highest skill.
Instill in children such independence and self-respect
that they may freely obey their parents
and grow in the joys of companionship.
Open ears to hear the truth within the words another speaks;
Open eyes to see the reality beneath another’s appearance;
and make the mutual affection of families
a sign of your kingdom;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen
Happy and Blessed New Year
Peace, Fr. Kevin

Please pray for all of our parishioners who are sick or
hospitalized:
Mason Adkinson, Hilda Aucelli, Sue
Beam, Agnes Brown, Frank Brown, John Brown, Tom
Bukovec, Clifford Coffey, Rob DelSesto, Elizabeth
Dravecky, Jim Frank, Joseph Frank, Judith Greger,
Daniel Griffith, Zoe Haas, Mike Hanlon, Jason Hahn,
Carrilynn Horwath, Bob Houston, Ava Jusko, Kathryn
Kirsch, Carole Kopera, Kathy Kurchak, Jan Kulas,
Charles McHugh, Anthony Melaragno, Debbie
Orlando, Henry Oschip, Sandi Pandy, Billy Paolucci,
Cindy Pike, Marie Rieck, Kris Ruhe, Sue Schock, Bill
Sprenger, Clarence Svoboda, Susan Templin, Taylor
Thorne, Greg Usko, Phil Wolfson, Mary Lou & Tom
Zelazney, the shut-ins, those in nursing homes,
those needing prayers, and all of the intentions
written in our Book of Prayers located in the gallery.
Many prayers help.
To add a name for prayers, please call the parish
office, 946-1177 or louise@stjustin.net.

Prayer Line
 Please call Theresa Davison, 942-5761, to add
your request to the Prayer Chain.

 You can reach the Sisters of Notre Dame prayer
line at 440-279-1163.

No Adoration January 1
Eucharistic Adoration Adorers needed:

Monday: 3:00 PM Marge, 942-8989
Tuesday: 1:00 & 7:00 PM: Carolyn, 951-4686
Wednesday: 11:00 PM: Carole, 951-0280
Thursday: 6:00 PM: Sue, 488-1962
Friday: 9:00 AM, 6:00PM, Loretta, 942-7396
Questions? Call Marion, 975-8208
Happy New Year

We welcome all who has been visiting our parish over the
holidays. Thank you for spending time with us. . All of us
in the St. Justin Martyr community look forward to your
return as often as possible.
If you would like to register for our parish, call the Parish
Office, 946-1177 or check our website, www.stjustin.net.

Has your information has changed?
If your phone number or address has changed, or if you
now have e-mail, or if your children over 25 have moved,
please let us know so we can update your records. Return
to the parish office or e-mail information to
louise@stjustin.net
Name:_____________________________________
Address: __________________________________
Information that has changed:

Our Grateful Giving Program is meeting with
great success. To date 251 households have
increased their weekly contribution $2,094.93
The average increase in the weekly offering is
$8.35. There are 131 households who are
continuing their current giving level.

______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________

Director of Religious Education
Charles Hunt
946-3287
charles@stjustin.net
What’s Francis Saying Now?
Short Messages (Tweets) from Pope Francis
+ Every stranger that knocks at our door is an
opportunity to meet Jesus Christ.
+ Christians are called to work concretely in the
realities of this world, illuminating them with the light
that comes from God.
+ We become holy when we work for others. When
we do so, we continue the creative action of God in
history.
Doctrine Behind the Feast:
Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of God
From among the descendants of Eve, God chose the
Virgin Mary to be the mother of his Son. “Full of
grace,” Mary is “the most excellent fruit of
redemption”: from the first instant of her conception,
she was totally preserved from the stain of original
sin and she remained pure from all personal sin
throughout her life. Mary is truly “Mother of God”
since she is the mother of the eternal Son of God
made man, who is God himself.
Mary “remained a virgin in conceiving her Son, a
virgin in giving birth to him, a virgin in carrying him, a
virgin in nursing him at her breast, always a virgin”
(St. Augustine): with her whole being she is “the
handmaid of the Lord” (Lk 1:38). The Virgin Mary
“cooperated through free faith and obedience in
human salvation”. She uttered her yes “in the name
of all human nature” (St. Thomas Aquinas). By her
obedience she became the new Eve, mother of the
living. (CCC 508-511)
Catholic Humor
Muldoon lived alone in the Irish countryside with only
a pet dog for company. One day the dog died, so
Muldoon went to the parish priest and asked,
"Father, me dog is dead. Could ya' be sayin' a mass
for the poor creature?" Father Patrick replied, "I'm
afraid not; we cannot have services for an animal in
the church. But there are some Baptists down the
lane, and there's no tellin' what they believe. Maybe
they'll do something for the creature." Muldoon said,
"I'll go right away Father. Do ya' think $5,000 is
enough to donate to them for the service?" Father
Patrick exclaimed, "Sweet Mary, Mother of Jesus!
Why did ya' not tell me the dog was Catholic?”

Pastoral Associate
Beth Rossetti
9461177
beth@stjustin.net
Follow our High School teens Twitter page @SJM_Teen.
Join our Facebook account SJM Teen.
We will hold our first Pop and Praise on
January 10 in Lambur Hall from 6:308:00PM. It’s an open gym and game
night.
Friends
are
invited
and
encouraged to join us. RSVP to Mrs. R by January 8.
The next session is on January 14 in the
Spirit Room from 6:00-8:00PM. See you
starting at 5:00Pm Mass.
Our next session will be our Confirmation
retreat on January 20-21, 2018. A letter
will be sent home to parents concerning
this retreat. Thank you to our prayer
partners, you’ve been great!
Please
remember us on our retreat.
We are still looking for funeral ministers.
Needed are adult servers and tablecloth
washers. Our adult servers are trained to
serve a funeral Mass. Please prayerfully
consider this call. Tablecloth washers are
needed on occasion to launder 8-10 tablecloths at your
home within a week turn around. ALL tablecloths are wash
and wear. NO ironing required and they are already spot
marked.
Pope Francis’ Meditation for today – Nurture the Light
Like Mary, may we nurture the light born within us at
Christmas. May we carry it everywhere in our daily lives.
Today, pray for peace in the coming year
so that you may faithfully do God’s work,
carrying the living light of Christ sharing it with others.
Too Many Stuffed Animals?
Are you looking to recycle some of those loving animals from
your household? Especially those really large ones? We
welcome clean, unused animals to share for our festival
prize patrol! Just put them in a plastic bag and label them
“Festival Stuffed Animals” and drop them off in the
Parish Office.
Save the Date for 2018 Festival July 27-29, 2018
It’s never too early to start thinking about volunteering for the
festival this summer. We are looking for an
Advertising/Publicity Chairman. After 12 years as our
chairman, Mike Caranna is retiring. Thank you Mike, you
did a very professional job each and every year. Mike will
help the new chairman by lending his insight, contacts and
general information. If interested contact Dave Hobart, 9514384 or hobie44094@sbcglobal.net. Thanks again Mike!!

JOB OPENING
Maintenance Position
The Parish has a part-time maintenance/janitorial position
opening
Hours/Days: Saturday and Sunday after service (10
hours approximately) and other times as needed.
Duties Include (but not limited to): Cleaning and
maintaining the church building, including worship areas,
hallways, offices, meeting rooms and restrooms.
Qualifications:
Over 18 years of age, High School Graduate or GED, Valid
Driver’s License, 2 Years Maintenance Experience (Preferred)
Reports To: Maintenance Supervisor
To Apply: Applicant must pass BCI and FBI background
checks and Virtus training. Interested parties may email
resume to sjmoffice@stjustin.net or complete an application at
the parish office. For more information and complete
responsibilities and qualifications, contact the parish office at
(440)946-1177 or check out the website, www.stjustin.net.

Vocations at the Crossroads
The following parishioners are scheduled to receive
the cross during the month of January:
Week of January 6-7:
Margie Jacobs
Week of January 13-14:
Marion Hanna
Week of January 20-21:
Jerry & Joanne Fox
Week of January 27-28:
Terry Ryan
If anyone cannot make their week, please call Loretta
Vanagas at 942-7396. Thank you for your time and
prayers.
Thank you to all who pray in this special way for
vocations. We have started our 13th year of praying for
vocations in this way. If anyone is interested in
receiving the vocations travel bag, please call the
parish office at 946-1177 or Loretta at 942-7396. The
bag may be picked up at the parish office over the
weekend or received during the mass you plan on
attending.

The FEST Internship
Looking to do something extraordinary this summer? The FEST is looking for marketing & communications, event
planning, and logistics management interns to join the team that puts together our annual Diocesan Family Festival.
Interns will be a part of a fast-paced team and will play a critical role in the marketing, planning and coordination of the
annual event for 40,000+ people.
Interns will provide support and have responsibilities including public speaking, marketing, mailings, digital and social
media, press releases, logistics, event planning, and more. Interns must have strong people skills, work ethic, critical
thinking, organizational skills, and reliable transportation. For more information or to apply, please send your resume to
Caitlin@theFEST.us by January 20!

Grove City, PA and Columbiana, OH Just In Fun Christmas Trip
On October 8, the Just In Fun
group ventured to Grove City
Premium Outlets to get a start on
Christmas shopping and we
discovered discounts from 50% to
80% in all the 120 stores we
visited. We filled the bus as well as
four large containers in the cargo
area of the bus. After resting in the
food court for a bit, we proceeded
on to Columbiana, OH to enjoy a
delicious Christmas dinner at the
Das Dutch Village Restaurant. The
buffet was delightful and the finale
was a piece of homemade pie.
The highlight of the day was
relaxing in the bus and enjoying the
“Joy of Christmas” light display at
the Firestone Park. One of our
passengers commented that this
display reminded her of Oglebay.
As we proceeded through the
display of lights, we stopped to visit
the Gingerbread House featuring
various
Gingerbread
Houses

created by 2nd and 3rd graders in
the area. Our trip could not be
complete without visiting Santa
Claus and watching the surrounding
lite trees dancing to Christmas
music. What a trip to conclude our
5th year of fun.
Our committee will be planning our
6th season of fun and will be posting
the schedule for 2018 in January on
stjustin.net website and in the
church vestibule. Have a Merry
Christmas and a Happy New Year
and thank you for supporting Just In
Fun.

PARISH CALENDAR
January 2018
Sun

Mon

1
Solemnity of
Mary, not a Holy
Day of
Obligation
10:00 AM Mass

Tue

7

8

7:00 PM PSR
House
Blessing Chalks 7:15 PM (LHMR)
Holy Name
available

3

4

6:30PM (ATR)
Festival

7:00 PM(ATR)
Catholic War
Vets

7:00PM (ATR)
RCIA

8:30PM (LH)
Corn Hole

7:30PM (C)
Cont Musicians

9

10

6:30PM (CH)
AVILAS

6:30-:30PM(LH)
Pop-N-Praise

7:00 (LHMR)
Boy Scouts
7:30PM (CMR)
Worship Comm

8:45PM (LH)
Men’s BB

14

15

16

NO PSR

6:30PM (CMR)
Parish Council

8:30PM (LH)
Corn Hole

7:30PM (C)
Cont Musicians

11

17
7:30PM (C)
Cont Musicians

18

8:30PM (LH)

21

22

23

24

25

7:00 PM PSR

7:00PM (CMR)
Stewardship

7:30PM (C)
Cont Musicians

7:00PM (ATR)
RCIA

28
No 5:00 PM
Mass:
Jan.28
Feb. 4
will resume
Feb. 11

7:00 (LHMR)
Boy Scouts
8:30PM (LH)
Corn Hole

8:30PM (LH)
Open VB

29

30

31

7:00 PM PSR

7:00 (LHMR)
Boy Scouts

7:30PM (C)
Cont Musicians

8:30PM (LH)
Corn Hole

8:30PM (LH)
Open VB

8:45PM (LH)
Men’s BB

6

12

13

19

20

Confirmation
Retreat Set-Up

10:00AM
Confirmation
Retreat

26

27

7:00PM (CMR)
Finance Council

8:30PM (LH)
Open VB

2:00PM
Confirmation
Retreat Ends

5

8:30PM (LH)
Open VB

7:00 (LHMR)
Boy Scouts

8:45 (LH)
Men’s BB

Sat

7:00PM (ATR)
RCIA

Holy Name Blood
8:45 (LH)
Drive
8:00AM-1:00PM Men’s BB

9:30AM RCIA
Rite of
Acceptance

Fri

8:30PM (LH)
Open VB

DONUT
SUNDAY

6:00PM (SR)
Fresh Faith

Thu

2

OFFICE
CLOSED

EPIPHANY

Wed

7:30PM (ATR)
RCIA
Confirmation
Retreat Set up

“Fanning the
Flame”
Diocesan
Youth Rally in
Lorain

