Why do we always
go to the desert?
We see this example
in Scripture time and
time
again.
The
Israelites wandered
in the desert. King
David and prophets
were driven into the
wilderness. And now
Jesus is in the same place. Lent after Lent, we too
are invited into a barren, desolate place. Why do we
always go to the desert?
Throughout Scripture, the desert is a place of testing.
It’s also a place of hiding and withdrawal. In the Old
Testament, David fled into the wilderness to hide
from Saul, Elijah from Jezebel, and Jonah from God!
In other words, the desert is a place of “retreat.” In
Christian circles, we use the word to describe a
spiritual weekend away. But its meaning comes from
warfare, as we well know. To retreat means to draw
back, to separate oneself from the fighting. Of
course, a military retreat brings its own kind of
“battle” – the internal assessment of why the fighting
went so poorly.

Mass Intentions for the Week
MONDAY - February 19 ~ Weekday
7:00 PM Geraldine Costello, Tom & Kathy McCoy
7:30PM Rosary & Novena
TUESDAY– February 20 ~ Weekday
8:30 AM Rev. Daniel Begin
WEDNESDAY - February 21 ~ St. Peter Damian
8:30 AM Frank Fraczek, Roseann Fraczek & Children
THURSDAY - February 22 ~ The Chair of St. Peter
7:00 PM All Souls Remembrance
FRIDAY - February 23 ~ St. Polycarp
8:30 AM Rev. Mark DiNardo
SATURDAY - February 24 ~ Weekday
5:00 PM Clara Donatelli, Mary Jo Valaitis
SUNDAY - February 25~ 2nd Sunday of LENT
7:30 AM Annette Barzal, Don & Loretta Vanagas
9:30 AM Florence Koziol, Kathy Klick
11:30 AM Santino Beringheli, Scafidi Family
5:00 PM Mass for Parishioners
LENT PARISH MISSION BEGINS TODAY!

Weekly Schedule

As we enter into this Lenten season, we are invited
to retreat into the desert with Jesus. Attending a day
or weekend of reflection is a wonderful spiritual
practice. This “desert spirituality,” however, can fill all
forty days. We can fulfill our Lenten resolutions with
a purpose – writing daily notes to family and friends
can inspire new gratitude, every time we pass up that
specific food item can be cause for intercession for
deeper sufferings and privations of others.

Monday - February 19
NO PSR
President’s Day ~ Office Closed
NO Men’s BB

The Gospel tells us that “the Spirit drove him out into
the desert.” In other words, God wants us to be here.
What feels uncomfortable is actually part of our
spiritual journey. To be stretched, to be challenged,
to confront our own areas of weakness – these
things are essential in our walk with God. This Lent,
will you go to the desert?

Wednesday - February 21
7:30 PM (C) Contemporary Musicians
8:30 PM (LH) Open Volleyball

Readings for the Week of February 18, 2018

Sunday: Gn 9:8-15/Ps 25:4-5, 6-7, 8-9 [cf. 10]/1 Pt 3:18-22/
Mk 1:12-15
Monday: Lv 19:1-2, 11-18/Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 15 [Jn 6:63b]/Mt
25:31-46
Tuesday: Is 55:10-11/Ps 34:4-5, 6-7, 16-17, 18-19 [18b]/Mt
6:7-15
Wednesday: Jon 3:1-10/Ps 51:3-4, 12-13, 18-19 [19b]/Lk
11:29-32
Thursday: 1 Pt 5:1-4/Ps 23:1-3a, 4, 5, 6 [1]/Mt 16:13-19
Friday: Ez 18:21-28/Ps 130:1-2, 3-4, 5-7a, 7bc-8 [3]/Mt 5:20
-26
Saturday: Dt 26:16-19/Ps 119:1-2, 4-5, 7-8 [1b]/Mt 5:43-48
Next Sunday: Gn 22:1-2, 9a, 10-13, 15-18/Ps 116:10, 15,
16-17, 18-19 [9]/Rom 8:31b-34/Mk 9:2-10

Tuesday - February 20
6:30 PM (CMR) Parish Council
7:00 PM (LHMR) Boy Scouts
8:30 PM (LH) Corn Hole

Thursday - February 22
7:00 PM (CMRR) Stewardship
7:00 PM (ATR) RCIA
Friday - February 23
5:00 PM (LH) FISH FRY
7:00 PM (C) Stations of the Cross
Saturday - February 24
(LH) Blue & Gold Dinner
Sunday - February 25
7:00 PM LENTEN MISSION

Monday, February 19
President’s Day
Office Closed, No PSR,
No Eucharistic
Adoration
Mass will be held at
7:00PM

Good and upright is the Lord,
Thus he shows sinners the way.
He guides the humble to justice
And he teaches the humble his way.
Psalm 25
Dear Parishioners,
Today’s readings speak to us of our sinful world and our
loving God. God’s love alive in Jesus not only counters the
long reign of sin but also opens for all people a whole new
way of living. We are called today to be alive with that
same love of Jesus and, with Jesus, to bring that love to
others.
How do we remain steadfast? How do we sustain that
willing spirit? The Sacraments and Scriptures, the prayers
and programs of the Church provide a foundation and
strong support. But it is our own willingness to take the risk
of being like Christ for and with each other in our daily life
that brings what we receive to full maturity.
Many of us are godparents and sponsors for young people.
Do we share with them our faith, prayer and the good
example of our lives? This is what we promised to do. If the
people we asked to be godparents and sponsors are not
coming to church or not otherwise giving good example, do
we reach out to call them back? Do we encourage people
to return to the practice of the faith? Do we invite people
without a church to “come and see,’ as Jesus did with his
first disciples? Are we willing to confront the sin in
ourselves and in others with God’s grace and mercy and
not with rationalization denials or indifference?
During the six weeks of Lent we will have an alms bowl at
the entrance of the church to receive donations for Catholic
Relief Services' Operation Rice Bowl. Also plan to attend
our parish mission “The Desert: Place of Transformation”
February 25 - 27. Continue reading Perfectly Yourself and
adopt some of the suggestions for deepening your Catholic
life. Pray the Stations of the Cross. Enjoy the Fish Fry!
Make this Lent a real time of renewal.
Peace, Fr. Kevin

Please Pray…

Please pray for all of our parishioners who are sick
or hospitalized: Mason Adkinson, Sue Beam, Kathy
Beers, Agnes Brown, Frank Brown, John Brown,
Tom Bukovec, Susan Bytheway, Clifford Coffey, Rob
DelSesto, Elizabeth Dravecky, Patricia Folley, Jim
Frank, Joseph Frank, Marge Garchar, Carol Sue
Golenberke, Judith Greger, Daniel Griffith, Zoe
Haas, Mike Hanlon, Jason Hahn, Carrilynn Horwath,
Charles McHugh, Ava Jusko, Kathryn Kirsch, Carole
Kopera, Kathy Kurchak, Jan Kulas, Ann Link,
Anthony Melaragno, Debbie Orlando, Henry Oschip,
Sandi Pandy, Billy Paolucci, Cindy Pike, Kris Ruhe,
Kristina Srnick, Bill Sprenger, Clarence Svoboda,
Susan Templin, Taylor Thorne, Greg Usko, Phil
Wolfson, Tom Zelazney, the shut-ins, those in
nursing homes, those needing prayers, and all of
the intentions written in our Book of Prayers located
in the gallery. Many prayers help.
To add a name for prayers, please call the parish
office, 946-1177 or louise@stjustin.net.

Prayer Line
 Please call Theresa Davison, 942-5761, to add
your request to the Prayer Chain.

 You can reach the Sisters of Notre Dame prayer
line at 440-279-1163.

Eucharistic Adoration Adorers needed:

Monday: 3:00, 6:00 PM Marge, 942-8989
Tuesday: 7:00 PM: Carolyn, 951-4686
Wednesday: 11:00 PM: Carole, 951-0280
Thursday: 6:00 PM: Sue, 488-1962
Friday: 9:00 AM, 6:00PM, Loretta, 942-7396
Questions? Call Marion, 975-8208

Church Support ~ February 11, 2018
Total collection: $8,285.00
Loose money: $410.00 Envelopes: $7,875.00
Number of envelopes used: 251
Average per envelope: $31.37
Student envelopes: 7
Total contributing households: 480

Thank You & God Bless

DIOCESAN EVENING OF CONFESSION
Please invite friends to join us for this evening of
reconciliation. An additional priest will be available
to hear Confessions.

Wedding Banns
II

Carly Ohler and Tyler Campbell

Pre-Baptism Class
Wednesday, March 4

The next Pre-Baptism class will
be held on the first Wednesday
of March for parents whose first
child is to be baptized. This class
is required. Please call 946-1177
to register by March 1.

Director of Religious Education
Charles Hunt
946-3287
charles@stjustin.net
What’s Francis Saying Now?
Short Messages (Tweets) from Pope Francis
+ We need the Holy Spirit to transmit the faith. We cannot do it
alone.
+ To serve human life is to serve God and life at every stage:
from the womb of the mother, to the suffering and sickness of
old age.
+ May the sick always be shown love in their fragility and
respected in their inviolable dignity.
+ The Lord is present in our lives, showing us all His love and
encouraging us to respond with generosity.
+ Christians are called to keep alive the memory of how much
God has done through them.

CONVERSION: Following the Call of Christ

Join the SJM Lenten Adult Education Series centered on Bishop
Robert Barron’s talks on biblical stories of conversion. Dig
deeper into how Jesus changes the lives of the blind beggar
Bartimaeus, the rich young man, the Samaritan woman, and St.
Matthew. Their stories of conversion are ours, too! Enlightening,
inspiring and challenging!
Fridays on March 9, 16 & 23/ 3:00-4:30 p.m. in the school’s
A.T.R. room. Contact Charlie Hunt for more information and to
register: (440) 946-3287 or Charles@stjustin.net
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults—RCIA
Becoming Catholic
Today at the 11:30 Mass, we will celebrate the Rite of Sending
for catechumen, Lexi Goetz. The rite is a chance for the parish
to express affirmation of being chosen (elected) by God and to
send him forth to the Rite of Election—all with assurance of the
parish’s prayerful support. The Rite of Election takes place with
Bishop Perez at the Cathedral of St. John the Evangelist, where
hundreds gather from the diocese to be recognized as called by
God to enter the Catholic Church. We also celebrate the Rite of
Continuing Conversion with baptized candidate Jennifer Boles &
Christi Goetz. For those who have been baptized, being
chosen and claimed by Christ took place at Baptism. They are
already among the ‘elect in Christ’. Candidates are “called to
continuing conversion,” as they journey closer to their full
initiation by way of Confirmation and sharing the Eucharist.
Please prayerfully keep in mind our catechumen and candidate.
Lenten Meditation Booklets
“The Little Black Book” is a valuable tool to use in prayer and
meditation during Lent. It offers daily six-minute reflections on
the Our Lord’s Passion according to Mark. You can purchase
one in the vestibule for only $1.50—less than a cheeseburger!.
Catholic Humor
Actual bulletin announcements:
+ Thursday at 5:00 p.m. there will be a meeting of the Little
Mothers Club. All wishing to become little mothers, please see
the minister in his study.
+ This being Easter Sunday, we will ask Mrs. Lewis to come
forward and lay an egg on the altar.
+ Next Sunday, a special collection will be taken to defray the
cost of the new carpet. All those wishing to do something on the
new carpet will come forward and get a piece of paper.

Pastoral Associate, Beth Rossetti
946-1177 beth@stjustin.net
Follow our High School teens Twitter page
@SJM_Teen. Join our Facebook account
SJM Teen.
Our next session for FRESH
Faith will be on March 4 at 6:008:00PM in the Spirit Room.
Our next Confirmation session is
on March 18 at 2:00PM in
Lambur Hall. This will be for both
sponsors and candidates. We
will be making Easter Baskets for
our sister parish Holy Redeemer
and for West Side Catholic Center. A letter
was sent home this week regarding this
service project.
We are still looking for funeral
ministers. Especially needed
are adult servers. Our adult
servers are trained on how to
serve a funeral Mass. Please
prayerfully consider this call. We also use
greeters, card senders, hosts and table cloth
washers. Call Beth at the parish office if you
are interested.
During this Lenten Season we offer up many
things. Have you ever thought of offering up
yourself to our Lord? Here is a prayer of An
Offering of Self by St. Ignatius.
Take, Lord and receive all my liberty,
My memory, my understanding,
And my entire will,
All that I have and call my own.
You have given it all to me.
To you, Lord, I return it.
Everything is yours, do with it as you will.
Give me only your love and your grace.
This is enough for me.
Family Perspectives
The gospel on this first Sunday of Lent tells
us that Jesus returns from His forty days in
the desert proclaiming: “The Kingdom of
God is at hand. Repent and believe the
Gospel!” Prayer, fasting, almsgiving and the
sacrament of Penance are the Church’s
traditional practices that have proven
effective in helping people repent and live the
Gospel.
Do not miss this life-changing
opportunity! Schedule time and make the
effort to focus your family on Jesus and His
Gospel this Lent.

SJM Lenten Mission
February 25-27
Sunday-Tuesday, 7:00PM

Last weekend 269 parishioners responded to our in-pew
appeal. This is not a special collection, rather a chance
for all Catholics to make a significant pledge, payable in
installments, to Catholic Charities in order to support its
mission of a society that stands united in its support of
the “least among us.” Many parishioners have received
a letter from Bishop Perez requesting their support. If
you have received the mailing, please respond to it.
There is joy in giving and there is joy in serving. Over
400,000 people from every town and city in Northeast
Ohio benefit from Catholic Charities programs and
services each year. Please consider a generous gift to
the Catholic Charities 2018 Annual Appeal and please
pray for the success of this important Appeal.
We invite you to view the stories of inspiration and more
information at www.catholiccommunity.org/
2018Appeal or #Your Mercy
Stewardship ~ Think Spring
and Easter Egg Hunt

This is the first Sunday of Lent which
means springtime. Our days are
getting longer and that is a sign that
winter is almost over and springtime
is drawing near.
It is also the time when the
Stewardship Commission starts
thinking about the Easter Egg Hunt
for the children of our parish and the surrounding
community. This year the hunt will be on March 24th from
11:00 A.M. to 1:00 P.M. All children ages 12 and under are
invited to enjoy refreshments, prizes, crafts and the Easter
Bunny. The Easter Egg Hunt will be outside the back of the
school and the other activities will be inside Lambur Hall.
If you preregister with Beth Rossetti at beth@stjustin.net or
call 946-1177 the kids will get a special gift as they enter the
hall.
More information and signup sheets for cookie bakers, and
helpers will be provided in the weeks to come. Donations of
candy can be brought to the office at any time or put in the
basket in the gallery. We have many eggs to fill.
The Stewardship Commissions thanks all the good
stewards of St. Justin Martyr!

Holy Redeemer News

Tickets are on sale NOW for St. Joseph’s Table, Monday,
March 19th at Redeemer on the Avenue. Cost $25 per
person. Send a check with a self addressed, stamped
envelope to Holy Redeemer Parish, 15712 Kipling Ave.,
Cleveland, Ohio 44110 and we will mail the tickets back to
you! Doors open at 5:30pm with Mass celebrated at 6pm
followed by our traditional meatless meal in honor of St.
Joseph!

STILL NEEDED FOR OUR
LENTEN MISSION...
Baked goods and appetizers.
Please bring with you on a
disposable plate when you
attend the evening Mission or
drop off in the Parish Office
before 6:45pm. THANK YOU!
Build Our Mission to the Missions
Today, our parish will take up the 134th annual National
Black and Indian Mission Collection. Our support of this
collection helps build the Church in African American,
Native American and Alaska Native communities from
coast to coast. Schools, parish religious education
programs, and diocesan ministries depend on your
generosity to help them spread the Gospel of Jesus
Christ! You can help meet unmet needs with a generous
contribution today. Thank you for your support.

You are cordially invited to Benedictine High
School’s performance of M*A*S*H!
When: February 23rd at 7:00 p.m.
and
February 25th at 2:00 p.m.
Where: Father Timothy Buyansky Auditorium
Ticket Information:
$4 for Benedictine students and $6 for everyone else.
VETERANS GET IN FOR FREE!
For more information
email Mrs. Mihalik at mihalik@cbhs.edu

2017 Contribution Statements
If you want a statement of your 2017 contributions,
simply this form and return it to the Parish Office or
drop it in the collection basket. You may then pick up
your statement on the table outside the office the
following week.
You may also call, 946-1177 or e-mail maryann
@stjustin.net.
Name: ____________________________________
Envelope No. ____________
I’ll pick up in the Gallery at Church
Please e-mail my contribution
Email: ____________________________________
Please mail my contribution
Address: __________________________________
City, State, Zip: ____________________________

Lenten Fish Fry in Lambur Hall
Featuring all you can eat Fish Fry (dine in only)
5:00PM-7:00PM


Friday, February 16

Friday, February 23


Friday, March 2

Friday March 9

Same Prices as last year!

Adult/Senior dinner includes:

2 pc. of 3 oz. fried sole, or 1 pc. of 6oz. lightly seasoned cod,
fresh cut french fries, homemade mac & cheese,
homemade coleslaw, applesauce, roll w/butter and beverage.
All you can eat fish, dine in only.
$12.00 adults
$10.00 seniors 59 and over

Children’s dinner includes:

Dine in
or
Carry
out!

1 pc. of 3 oz. fried sole, or 1 pc. of 6oz. lightly
seasoned cod,
fresh cut french fries, homemade mac & cheese,
homemade coleslaw, applesauce, roll w/butter,
beverage and dessert
$8.00 (12 and under)

A la carte:

Homemade mac and cheese: $3.00
Homemade cabbage & noodles: $3.00
Pierogi: $3.00
Ice cream: $1.00
Cheese pizza: $2.00
French fries: $2.00
Pop, Water: $1.00

IMMEDIATE JOB OPENING
Maintenance Position
The Parish has a part-time maintenance/janitorial
position opening
Hours/Days: Saturday and Sunday after service (10
hours approximately) and other times as needed.
Duties Include (But Not Limited to): Cleaning and
maintaining the church building, including worship areas,
hallways, offices, meeting rooms and restrooms.
Qualifications:
Over 18 years of age, High School Graduate or GED,
Valid Driver’s License, Janitorial Experience (Preferred)
Reports To: Maintenance Supervisor
To Apply: Applicant must pass BCI and FBI
background checks and Virtus training. Interested
parties may email resume to sjmoffice@stjustin.net or
complete an application at the parish office. For more
information call (440)946-1177.

Men...LAST CALL!

Advance and on-line phone registrations need to be
in by Tuesday, February 20 for the 18th annual
Catholic Men’s Conference “Answer the Call” to be
held Feb. 24 at the Holiday Inn Rockside in
Independence. Come and see why 1,000 men
throughout northeast Ohio attend these annual
conference. Log on to www.cmfneo.com for
registration and more information.

St. Justin Martyr Lenten Mission
February 25-27, 2018
Sunday: Flee - Christ, our Beloved, calls to us, “Arise my love, my
fair one, and come away…”(Cant.2:10) In order to turn to Christ, we
must turn away from the world and its false values. Solitude/desert is
the place of our conversation.

Mission: Sunday-Tuesday
7:00pm
Exposition of the Blessed
Sacrament, Confession and
Spiritual Direction
Sunday, 6:00-6:45pm
Monday & Tuesday, 5:00-6:45pm

Monday: Be silent - Silence is the environment of solitude. “God
speaks in silence, and silence alone seems able to express
Him…”(Cardinal Sarah, The Power of Silence: Against the
Dictatorship of Noise)
Tuesday: Pray without ceasing - “Rejoice always, pray without
ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in
Christ Jesus for you.” (1 Thess 5:16-18)
This Mission will benefit the entire family. Bring your neighbors and
friends.

Rev. Michael Lee, our presenter, is a priest of the Byzantine Catholic Eparchy of
Parma. He serves as the Administrator of St. Stephen Byzantine Catholic Church in
Euclid and Holy Transfiguration Byzantine Catholic Church in Mentor-on-the-Lake. Father
Lee received Pontifical Baccalaureate and Licentiate degrees in Sacred Theology, with
an emphasis in Sacred Scripture from the International Theological Institute in Trumau,
Austria. In addition, he has a doctorate degree in Molecular and cellular biology from
Arizona State University. He is married with five children. He and his wife Debbie have
conducted Scripture studies, retreats, and seminars over the last fifteen years.

