Here we are, mere days
from Christmas, and we hear
a Gospel anticipating the
birth of another child. Mary
has received word that her
cousin Elizabeth is with
child. Pregnant as she is,
Mary "set out and traveled to
the hill country in haste."
She has recently received
the greatest news of her life that she is to be mother to
the Messiah by the power of
the Holy Spirit - but her concern is for her cousin in
need. Through God's grace, Elizabeth turns it into
an opportunity to honor the coming Christ.
"Blessed are you among women, and blessed is
the fruit of your womb." Yet Mary's example of
selflessness should inspire us.
As Christmas draws near, there is plenty of
goodness to anticipate for many of us. We'll
reunite with family and friends, uphold timehonored traditions, swap stories old and new,
exchange gifts, and welcome Jesus at the
Christmas liturgy. These are wonderful things! Of
course, they probably all come with their own todo list. Shop for last-minute gifts, pick up recipe
ingredients, ready the guest room, or pack your
own bags. Mary probably had things to do as well.
She had a lot to consider, for one thing. How do
you plan to tell your parents you're pregnant, but
no man was involved? When Joseph finds out,
who will care for the practical needs of you and
your child? Into what may have been a chaos of
questions, Mary receives news that someone is in
need. She goes immediately.
In these final days before Christmas, stay watchful
and awake! You never know when God might
invite you to welcome, hospitality, and
compassion. It might be tempting to reject the
opportunity for your own needs. Follow the
example of Mary! If God is providing you an
opportunity to love, He will provide the means to
accomplish all your other tasks. This Christmas
season, may you too hear, "Blessed are you who
believed that what was spoken to you by the Lord
would be fulfilled."

Mass Intentions for the Week
MONDAY - December 24 ~ Vigil of the Nativity of our Lord
4:00 PM
4:00 PM Christmas Mass in Lambur Hall
10:00 PM Christmas Mass in Church
TUESDAY - December 25 ~ Nativity of the Lord
7:30 AM, 9:30AM and 11:30AM
WEDNESDAY - December 26 ~ St. Stephen
8:30 PM Joseph Henikman, Don & Loretta Vanagas
THURSDAY - December 27 ~ St. John, the Apostle
7:00 PM Margaret Svoboda, Svoboda & Hug Family
FRIDAY - December 28 ~ The Holy Innocents
8:30 AM Glenn Livingston, Russell & Marcy Berlan
SATURDAY- December 29 ~ St. Thomas Becket
5:00 PM Philip Jurick, Family
SUNDAY– December 30 ~ The Holy Family
7:30 AM Johnston & Skafar Families, Johnston Families
9:30 AM Joan Haas, Fred & Zoe Haas
11:30 AM Lawrence Komorowski, Antoinette Komorowski
5:00 PM Mass for Parishioners
MONDAY– December 31 ~ Vigil Mass
5:00 PM Maria Mastroianni, Family
TUESDAY – January 1 ~ Solemnity of Mary,
the Holy Mother of God
9:30 AM Nick Bobnar, Bob Bobnar
11:30 AM Mass for Parishioners

Weekly Schedule

Monday - December 24
7:00 PM NO PSR

Wednesday - December 26
8:30 PM (LH) Open Volleyball
Thursday - December 27
7:00 PM (ATR) NO RCIA
Monday - December 31
7:00 PM NO PSR
8:30 PM NO MENS BASKETBALL

Readings for the week of December 23, 2018
Sunday: Mi 5:1-4a/Ps 80:2-3, 15-16, 18-18 [4]/Heb 10:5-10/Lk 1:39-45
Monday: 2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16/Ps 89:2-3, 4-5, 27 and 29 [2]/Lk 1:67-79
Tuesday: Vigil: Is 62:1-5/Ps 89:4-5, 16-17, 27, 29 [2a]/Acts 13:16-17, 22-25/Mt 1:1-25 or 1:18-25
Midnight: Is 9:1-6/Ps 96:1-2, 2-3, 11-12, 13 [Lk 2:11]/Ti 2:11-14/Lk 2:1-14
Dawn: Is 62:11-12/Ps 97:1, 6, 11-12/Ti 3:4-7/Lk 2:15-20
Day: Is 52:7-10/Ps 98:1, 2-3, 3-4, 5-6 [3c]/Heb 1:1-6/Jn 1:1-18 or Jn 1:1-5, 9-14
Wednesday: Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59/Ps 31:3cd-4, 6 and 8ab, 16bc and 17 [6]/Mt 10:17-22
Thursday: 1 Jn 1:1-4/Ps 97:1-2, 5-6, 11-12 [12]/Jn 20:1a, 2-8
Friday: 1 Jn 1:5—2:2/Ps 124:2-3, 4-5, 7cd-8 [7]/Mt 2:13-18
Saturday:
1 Jn 2:3-11/Ps 96:1-2a, 2b-3, 5b-6 [11a]/Lk 2:22-35
Next Sunday:1 Sm 1:20-22, 24-28/Ps 84:2-3, 5-6, 9-10 [cf. 5a]/1 Jn 3:1-2, 21-24/Lk 2:41-52

Dear Parishioners,

Please Pray…

Have you taught someone a new skill? Helped a friend find a
job? Encouraged someone to change their life for the better?
Reconciled with a loved one after some injury? Call to mind
the joy, the fulfillment and the peace of that moment. A new
way has been cleared. A light shines where once there was
only darkness. These are the times when we experience
what Advent and Christmas are all about.
Remember the story of the first Christmas? Joseph and Mary
look for shelter and find only the poverty of the stable. But
God is not dismayed. God does not turn away from us. The
glory of God’s only Son, born to us, enriches that stable.
Joseph, Mary and Jesus, who found no welcome in
Bethlehem, soon welcome the shepherds and the Magi to
the Good News of salvation. Where we find obstacles God
finds a way. When we welcome the Lord, He shows us the
way.
Let us make ready a way for the Lord to enter our world
today. Let us welcome the Lord into our hearts. Let us
welcome the Lord in those who need us. May the light of faith
shine in our words and actions. May we pray:
Come, Lord Jesus, do not delay:
give new courage to your people
and by your coming
raise us to the joy of your kingdom.
On behalf of all the parish, I would like to thank the many
people who contribute to our celebration of Christmas. We
deeply appreciate the sacrifice and efforts of those who clean
the church, those who help with decorations, all who help us
pray better in the liturgy: the musicians, acolytes, lectors,
Eucharistic ministers, ushers, collectors, money counters,
and our priests. Thanks, too, to the office staff who deal so
well with the busyness of the season.
Peace, Fr Kevin
Nativity Blessing
God of every nation and
people,
from the very beginning of
creation
You have made manifest Your
love;
when our need for a Savior
was great,
You sent Your Son to be born
of the Virgin Mary.
To our lives He brings joy and
peace, justice, mercy and love.
Lord, bless all who look upon
this manger.
May it remind us of the humble
birth of Jesus,
and raise up our thoughts to Him who is
God-with-us and Savior of all,
and who lives and reigns for ever and ever.

Please pray for all of our parishioners who are sick
or hospitalized: Joe Andryscik, Agnes Brown,
Frank Brown, John Brown, Tom Bukovec, Kathleen
Cassidy, Bob Cozza, Genevieve Deleandro,
Elizabeth Dravecky, Tim Edwards, John Finegan,
Judith Greger, Daniel Griffith, Zoe Haas, Mike
Hanlon, Jason Hahn, Mark Hurayt, Larry Isom, Ava
Jusko, Keith Karel, Kathy Kirsch, Carole Kopera,
Dick & Irene Kornblum, Jan Kulas, Chuck Lewis,
Colleen Lloyd, Charles McHugh, Anthony
Melaragno, Maureen Miller, Debbie Orlando, Henry
Oschip, Billy Paolucci, Cindy Pike, Kris Ruhe,
Martin Sintic, Bill Sprenger, Marsha Szymanski,
Susan Templin, Taylor Thorne, Anna Thurman,
JoAnn Topoly, Joanne Touhalisky, Greg Usko, Phil
Wolfson, Tom Zelazney, Anka Zovko, Audrey
Zupan, the shut-ins, those in nursing homes,
those needing prayers, and all of the intentions
written in our Book of Prayers located in the
gallery. Many prayers help.
To add a name for prayers, please call the parish
office, 946-1177 or louise@stjustin.net. Please let
us know when we can remove the name from the
prayer list.

Prayer Line
Please call Theresa Davison, 942-5761, to add
your request to the Prayer Chain.
You can reach the Sisters of Notre Dame prayer
line at 440-279-1163.

Eucharistic Adoration Adorers needed:
Monday: 6:00PM Marge, 942-8989
Tuesday: 7:00 PM: Carolyn, 622-4926
Wednesday: 6:00, 11:00 PM: Carole, 951-0280
Thursday: 1:00, 2:00, 6:00, 8:00 PM:
Sue, 488-1962
Friday: 9:00 AM, 6:00PM, Loretta, 942-7396
Questions? Call Marion, 975-8208

St. Justin Martyr Holy Name Society /
Paul Misch Scholarship
The St. Justin Martyr Holy Name Society is again
offering one $4,000 scholarship ($2,000 for first
year and $2,000 for second year) to those who will
be attending a Catholic high school in September
of next year. One student will be chosen on the
basis of financial need, academics and a required
essay.

Amen

This scholarship is open to all eighth graders
belonging to St. Justin Martyr Parish (regardless of
what grade school they are currently attending) to
assist in their first two years of Catholic high school
education. Applications will be available in the
parish office.

Director of Religious Education
Charles Hunt
946-3287
charles@stjustin.net
From the Catechism of the Catholic Church (#422-424)
The Good News: God has sent his Son
'But when the time had fully come, God sent forth his Son,
born of a woman, born under the law, to redeem those who
were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as
sons.' This is 'the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God':'
God has visited his people. He has fulfilled the promise he
made to Abraham and his descendants. He acted far beyond
all expectation — he has sent his own 'beloved Son'.
We believe and confess that Jesus of Nazareth, born a Jew of
a daughter of Israel at Bethlehem at the time of King Herod
the Great and the emperor Caesar Augustus, a carpenter by
trade, who died crucified in Jerusalem under the procurator
Pontius Pilate during the reign of the emperor Tiberius, is the
eternal Son of God made man. He 'came from God',
'descended from heaven', and 'came in the flesh'. For 'the
Word became flesh and dwelt among us, full of grace and
truth; we have beheld his glory, glory as of the only Son from
the Father... And from his fullness have we all received, grace
upon grace.'
Moved by the grace of the Holy Spirit and drawn by the
Father, we believe in Jesus and confess: 'You are the Christ,
the Son of the living God.' On the rock of this faith confessed
by St. Peter, Christ built his Church.
10 Baby Steps Toward Evangelization
8 - BE CONSIDERATE OF OTHER PEOPLE’S FEELINGS.
There are usually 3 sides to a controversy; yours, the others,
and the right side.
Catholic Humor
It was the Sunday after Christmas at Sts. Peter and Paul
Parish. Father John was looking at the Nativity scene when he
noticed the baby Jesus was missing. After anxiously
searching, he turned towards the rectory in order to call the
police. As he did so, he saw little Harry Farnsworth with a red
wagon. In the wagon was the figure of the little infant Jesus!
Father approached Harry and asked, “Well, Harry, where did
you get the little infant?” Harry replied, “I took him from the
church, Father.” “And why, may I ask, did you take him?” Fr.
John inquired. With a sheepish smile, Harry said, “Well, about
a week before Christmas I prayed to the little Lord Jesus. I told
him if he brought me a red wagon for Christmas, I would give
him a ride around the block in it.”
Becoming Catholic—RCIA
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults
RCIA is the process in which men and women are gradually
introduced to the Catholic way of life and become fully
initiated. If you or someone you know are interested in joining
the Catholic Church at St. Justin Martyr, please speak with Fr.
Kevin, a team member or the RCIA coordinator, Charles Hunt
at 440-946-3287 & Charles@stjustin.net.
PSR
Parish School of Religion
Children who attend public schools are required to attend PSR
classes. The goal of PSR is to assist parents in forming their
children as disciples of Jesus. Registration forms are in the
church gallery and office.

Pastoral Associate, Beth Rossetti
946-1177 beth@stjustin.net
@SJM_Teen

@SJM Teen

Our next session is our retreat on
January 12 from 9:00am -10:00pm.
Please note the time change and
date change. All candidates and
their families should have received
a letter with these updates. Any
questions call Mrs. R. at the parish
office. If you have a prayer partner
please drop a note off in the parish office by
noon on Wednesday, January 9, 2019.
FRESH Faith Class of 2019
our next session is not until
January 27 from
6:008:00PM. Please attend the
5:00PM
Sunday
evening
Mass.
All new coaches or volunteers that work with
children for 4 or more hours a week need to
register and complete a VIRTUS class,
acknowledge all diocesan policies and stay
updated on their diocesan VIRTUS bulletins.
YOU can not coach or volunteer until all
VIRTUS and diocesan polices are completed.
Contact
your
coordinator
for
more
information.
May you and your family have a very blessed
and peaceful Christmas Day and season.
A Christmas prayer:
Lord, in this holy season of prayer and song
and laughter, we praise you for the great
wonders you have sent us: for shining star
and angel's song, for infant's cry in lowly
manger. We praise you for the Word made
flesh in a little Child. We behold his glory, and
are bathed in its radiance.
Be with us as we sing the ironies of
Christmas,
the
incomprehensible
comprehended, the poetry made hard fact,
the helpless Babe who cracks the world
asunder. We kneel before you shepherds,
innkeepers, wisemen. Help us to rise bigger
than we are. Amen.
Do you do this Christmas tradition? The
Christ Candle; use a large white candle for
the Christ Candle. Decorate it with symbols
for Christ by using old Christmas cards or any
beautiful designs. Light this on Christmas Eve
to show that the Light of the World has
arrived. Then continue to allow the light to
burn on Christmas Day and other important
days or dinners through-out the year. Daily
dinners are great to keep Christ alive. You
can also purchase a candle from the parish
office that is glass.

Welcome to our Church
We welcome all who are visiting our parish.Thank you for spending
time with us. Our celebration is more meaningful today because you
are here. All of us in the St. Justin Martyr community look forward to
your return as often as possible.
If you would like to register for our parish, call the Parish Office,
946-1177 or check our website, www.stjustin.net

Thank YOU everyone who
wrote Christmas cards and
donated
Christmas
cards,
especially the Just in Timers.
We wrote over 802 cards.
There are many people in our
nursing homes and prisons that
are joyful because of you!

Christmas for Special Babies

It has been the custom at St. Justin to take up a
special collection of baby items on Christmas Eve.
These items are donated to Birthright of Lake
County.
While you are shopping why not pick up formula,
diapers, clothing (new only), receiving blankets, crib
sheets and/or comforters, socks, undershirts and
sleepers (birth to 18 months). We recommend that
you wrap the gifts.
On behalf of the Respect Life Committee, thank you
for being a part of this special ministry. May God
continue to bless and protect you and your Holy
Family.

A Stewardship Message

Christmas, the birth of Jesus Christ, is very near.
This is the time of year when we all feel stewardship
in our hearts and we naturally turn to one another at
church, at work, in families and even in the street to
wish greetings of peace and happiness. In the midst
of our celebration the central message is “God is with
us.” Be generous in sharing that message with
others.
God will bless you and keep you safe this Christmas
season. “God is with us.”

Merry Christmas from Just In Fun
Our Just In Fun Committee took a group of
holiday travelers on quite an adventure to
western and central Ohio to experience
some real Christmas spirit. Our first stop
took us on a guided tour of the State
Capital which was decorated for the
season. We proceeded on to the German
Town area to enjoy a German style lunch
at Schmidt’s which included their famous
cream puff dessert and some Christmas
shopping in a few of their quaint crafty
stores. Before visiting the main attraction
of the day, we viewed the First
Responders Park’s “We will never forget”
display in Hilliard, Ohio. This is one of the
largest
memorials
in
the
country
constructed to pay tribute to first
responders everywhere and to insure the
events of 9/11 are remembered forever.

Our last stop of the day was to enjoy
the Clifton Mills Lights which were
breathtaking. Over 4 million lights
illuminated a 100 foot waterfall, the
mill, a gorge, riverbanks, trees and
bridges.
These
lights
are
synchronized and feature an old
covered bridge with music. Everyone
was at a loss for words trying to
describe this attraction.

After a good night sleep, we were off
to the La Comedia Dinner Theatre for
a delicious buffet and the matinee
performance of “White Christmas”. We
also attended Mass at St. Peter
Roman Catholic Church before
enjoying a 3-mile drive-thru light show
at Alum Creek State Park in
Columbus. As we headed for home,
we all agreed this trip was full of
Christmas spirit and outstanding light
displays.
Just In Fun thanks you for another
successful year of fun and excitement
and looks forward to seeing you next
year. (Our annual schedule will be
available in January on the website
and in the lobby of the church.)

In the spirit of this holy season, donations have been made for flowers in loving memory of...

Annette Barzal
Steve & Wanda Barzal
Mr. Joseph Betarie
Charles & Wanda Blatnik
Betty Boey
John Boey
Joan Borowski
Sam & Mary Constantine
Joseph & Marie Deucher
Dietrich Family
Jimmy Dunsworth
Oscar & Jewell Dunsworth
James & Minnie Eller
Evancho Family
Formica Family
Edith, Clarence & Rob Forsyth
Frank Fraczek
Charlotte Gannott
Walter Gannott
Edna & Russel Gatchel
William & Veronica Goga
Ron Green
Anna & Michal Gregus
Betty Henikman
Joseph Henikman
Robert E. Hobart
Mr. & Mrs. Carl Janz
Joe Sauric
Louise Kartisek
Stanley Kartisek
Ruth & Ralph Kirsch
Denise Kopera
Joseph Kostelac
Mr. & Mrs. George Kostelac
George Kostelac Jr.
John & Edith Kropf
John J. Kropf, Jr.
Laverne King Family

Mary Lucci
Ann & Andrew Macuga
Bill & Helen Malinowski
Joseph & Virginia Marrone
Steve Mascella
Anthony & Inez McCarthy
Bill & Lucille McCarthy
George & Dortha Michaels
Michney Family
Milavec Family
Ivan Miljak
Morenzi Family
Marty Novich Family
Ofchinick Family
Bethany Palmer
Tim Petrus
Prijatel Family
George & Pat Prosuch
Rezac Family
Rossetti Family
Rose & Joseph Rusiecki
Safigan Family
Ivica Saric
Edward & Bernadette Seidenwand
Serschen Family
Antonio Severino
Carmela Severino
Joseph Severino
Aunt Darlene & Uncle Nip Shell
Melvin J. Shell
Viola & Albert Shell
Simpson Family
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Sirn
Sivia Family
Sylvia Smiley
James W. Strand
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph W. Strand
Emma Suchy
Frank Suchy

James Suchy
Joseph F. Suchy
Szadkowski Family
Ray Tuwalski
Alphonse Vanagas
Rita Vanagas
Michael S. Vara
Dolores Velichka
Vitas Family
Mr. & Mrs. Raymond Wertenberger
Henry W. Wilson
Wayne & Laura Wilson
Cas & Mary Zaboroski Family
Zaboroski Family
George Zadzora
Thomas Zak

There’s a very special place
beyond the skies above.
Somewhere very peaceful
that is full of light and love.
That special place is Heaven
where you’re free
to laugh and roam
It was your time to go there,
So Jesus took you home.
And though you’re in our thoughts
each single day throughout the year
At special times like Christmas
we all wish you could be here.
Now you’re in a better place
your soul is laid to rest
safely with our Father
for He only takes the best.

