It’s all about
reconciliation
and conversion,
not punishment.

Relationships are not static adventures but
wonderful gifts that continue to develop, grow,
change, and mature. We are meant to be social
beings, so isolating ourselves from others is rarely
helpful. But, because human beings are on the
one hand tremendously gifted, talented, and
blessed creations, they are on the other also
flawed, broken, and sinful. We all need to humbly
admit that we are works in progress and not only
capable of enriching each other’s lives but causing
deep hurts and wounds as well. Hence, we always
need to be reconciled. We are always growing,
changing, and expanding our knowledge of who
we are and how we are meant to share life
together.
Because reconciliation and conversion are always
part of the mix of life, honesty is crucial. Without
honesty, we can easily find ourselves living a lie
and causing more harm than good. Being able to
freely share our feelings, especially those involving
pain and hurt, is a charism necessary to pursue
and an art to learn. When we are wronged or
wrong someone else, we do not enjoy the
confrontation that can and needs to come. We are
taught to keep our feelings to ourselves, especially
when they are negative, and we tend to avoid
difficult conversations. Hence, we never really
learn how to confront another, successfully resolve
conflict, find reconciliation, and welcome
conversion. When we hurt or wrong someone, it
does not mean that we are a bad or sinful person
who
deserves
only
punishment
and
excommunication. Quite the opposite! We are
simply a human person who can make poor
choices and sin and can be forgiven. We can
restore and deepen the relationship that has been
affected and find our way home again.
Jesus clearly wants to avoid shame because it has
no purpose in achieving reconciliation and
conversion. All broken relationships deserve a
chance at reconciliation. Every person has room
for growth and a need for conversion. We have to
learn to be okay with honesty and not be afraid to
hear and process what someone needs to say,
even if it is difficult for us to hear. Severing a
relationship, both personally or with the church
community as a whole, ought to definitely be a last
resort and only pursued when all else has failed.

Mass Intentions for the Week
MONDAY - September 7 ~ Labor Day
9:00 AM Henry Wilson, Mary Ellyn Wilson
TUESDAY - September 8 ~ Nativity of the
Blessed Virgin Mary
8:30 AM Mother’s Day Remembrance
Live Stream of Rosary, 7:00pm
WEDNESDAY - September 9 ~ St. Peter Claver
8:30 AM Dave Pecjak, Chuck & Gerrie Sellers
THURSDAY - September 10 ~ Weekday
8:30 AM All Souls Remembrance
FRIDAY - September 11 ~ Weekday
8:30 AM National Day of Service and Remembrance
Live Stream of Prayer, 7:00pm
SATURDAY - September 12 ~ Most Holy Name of Mary
5:00 PM Don & Laverne King, Crock Family
Live Stream of Sunday Mass, 5:00pm
SUNDAY– September 13 ~
8:00 AM Marty & Marie Zinner, Zinner Family
10:30 AM Sara & Thomas Lannon,
Laura & Gary Argento
1:00 PM Confirmation Mass

August 30, 2020 ~ Weekly Offering
Total Collection: $8,097.00
Loose Money: $63.00
Envelopes: $8,034.00
Student envelopes: 1

Thank You and God Bless You!!
On-Line Giving
You can use this link to give online:
www.CatholicCommunity.org/Offertory
Choose from the dropdown: St. Justin Martyr
Labor Day September 7
Mass at 9:00am in
the Church
Parish Office will be
closed.
No Eucharistic
Adoration.
Enjoy the holiday!

FROM FATHER KEVIN
Dear Parishioners,
My house will be called a house of prayer for all peoples.
Isaiah 56:7
As we gather to pray in the newly renovated church we
can easily recognize the new chairs, colors and fabrics in
our worship space. Much is changed, hopefully to
deepen our appreciation for the presence of God with us
as we gather to pray.
When the church was dedicated in 1982 Fr. Pizmoht and
the Architectural Committee of the parish provided a
booklet “DOMUS ECCLESIA – The House of the
Church” to explain the liturgical significance of the
design. The starting point is our faith that the Church is
the people of faith gathered to worship in the building.
The seating, the place of the assembly, is based on the
premise that “Christ, present in His people must be
shared by His people during the celebration of Mass.”
The ambo is the place for the Liturgy of the Word, the
altar the place for the Liturgy of the Eucharist. The chair
is the place for the presider priest, the shepherd who
continues the care of the one Good Shepherd for this
community. We do not have a stage for performance and
an audience looking on. We have a place where we
meet God in Scripture, in the Eucharist, in ministry and in
each other.
The new look reminds us that God renews his love for us
with each new day and that Jesus Christ is the same,
yesterday, today and forever.
Next weekend we will welcome the Most Reverend
Roger Gries for the celebration of Confirmation. Please
pray for our young men and women candidates and
their sponsors.
The Holy Spirit is our Companion and Guide, our
Helper on the way. Let us pray for the gift of the Spirit
on us all.
All powerful God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
by water and the Holy Spirit
You freed your sons and daughters from sin
and gave them new life.
Send your Spirit upon them
to be their Helper and Guide.
Give them the spirit of wisdom and understanding,
the spirit of right judgment and courage,
the spirit of knowledge and reverence.
Fill them with the spirit of wonder and awe
in your presence. Amen. (Confirmation Rite)
Peace, Fr. Kevin

Please Pray…
Please pray for all of our parishioners who
are sick or hospitalized: Alan, June Barr,
Agnes Brown, Frank Brown, John Brown,
Marc Christovich,
Iris Clarke, Virginia
Cognati, Patrick Costello, Bob Cozza,
Jackie D’Astolfo, David Doranovic, Paul
Doranovic, Dustin Dowen, Elizabeth
Dravecky, John Finegan, Billy Foley, Rob
Gorgon, Judith Greger, Zoe Haas, Barbara
Hangman, Mike Hanlon, Jason Hahn,
Marion Hanna, Bill Homan, Ed Hurayt, Ava
Jusko, Keith Karel, Katherine Kirsch, Kathy
Klick, Dick & Irene Kornblum, Jan Kulas,
Lori Lewis, Colleen Lloyd, Charles McHugh,
Anthony Melaragno, Isabelle Meyers,
Barbara Olson, Anson Papa, Billy Paolucci,
Kevin Perkins, Cindy Pike, Kate Pilotti,
Nancy Preble, Aaron & Missy Reinke, Kris
Ruhe, Marty Sintic, Bill Sprenger, Ron &
Barb Sutton, Marsha Szymanski, Susan
Templin, Joanne Touhalisky, Greg Usko,
Sheryl Yonosik, Cheryl Wilson, Rose Wolf,
Phil Wolfson, Tom Zelazney,
Audrey
Zupan, the shut-ins, those in nursing
homes,
those needing prayers, those
affected by the Coronavirus and all of the
intentions written in our Book of Prayers
located in the gallery. Many prayers help.
Please remember to pray for all our sick
and recovering parishioners, families,
and friends. Hospitals do not notify the
parish of admissions. Please call the
office if you would like someone added
or removed. To add a name for prayers,
or to remove a name, please call the
parish
office,
946-1177
or
louise@stjustin.net.
Prayer Line
Please call Theresa Davison, 942-5761, to
add your request to the Prayer Chain. You
can reach the Sisters of Notre Dame prayer
line at 440-279-1163.
Adoration of the
Blessed Sacrament
is Monday through Friday
from 9:00am-2:00pm. All
are welcome.
You can also come and
pray in the chapel on
Sunday from 9:00am to
noon.

Charles Hunt, MA
Director of Religious Education
946-3287 charles@stjustin.net
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults—RCIA
Becoming Catholic
A new season of RCIA begins September 10. If you
are interested in joining the Catholic Church, or
know someone who is, please contact Fr. Kevin,
Charlie Hunt or an RCIA Team member. Meetings
are held every Thursday at 7:00 p.m. in the school’s
ATR room. You can reach Charlie at 946-3287 or
Charles@stjustin.net.
PSR
Parish School of Religion
PSR starts Monday, September 14. The registration
form for the 2020-2021 school year is currently
online. We will offer two options for parents and
their children; in-person classes and “Parent & Me”
homeschooling with on-line teacher assistance. Inperson classes will follow the Willoughby-Eastlake
School District’s health and safety regulations. To
register online, go to www.stjustin.net and click on
the PSR/CONFIRMATION or FORMS tab. Complete the form and return it by email, regular mail or
in person. PSR is at no cost to St. Justin Martyr parishioners. Contact the Religious Education Office
with
any
questions
at
440-946-3287,
Charles@stjustin.net or Cindy@stjustin.net.
Catholic Humor

Beth Rossetti, Pastoral Associate,
Certified Lay Ecclesial Minister,
beth@stjustin.net

@SJM_Teen
Confirmation 2020
Next Sunday, September 13, 2020
at 1:00PM a private Mass will be
held for: Alexia Demark-Zalar, Nicole Pappas,
Carly Rutkowski, Zachary Tirabassi, Rachael
Vojtush, and Isiah Thorpe as they receive the
Sacrament of Confirmation conferred by Bishop
Roger Gries, OSB. If you have a prayer partner
card, please drop it off in the collection box or in
the parish office: Attention, Beth. We will be live
streaming this Mass via Facebook, the same way
we do Sunday Mass and uploading it to the
website.
A letter was mailed home last week to all
Confirmation Candidates if you did not receive one
contact Mrs. R.
Please continue praying for our Confirmation
Candidates:
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit
we ask you to come down
upon our Confirmation Candidates
so that their ears, eyes, and hearts
are open to the teachings
that have been given to them
during their Confirmation journey.
Most Holy Spirit
bestow your grace upon them
allowing their hearts to be open
to your gifts and fruits.
Enlighten them
so that they may be guided
and nourished over the next few weeks
meeting all their needs and fears.
We ask this
through the Most Blessed Trinity,
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen.
Incoming Confirmation Class of 2021. We are
still in the process of finalizing our new program.
You should receive a letter in the mail the
beginning of September. Our sessions will not
begin until the end of September. If your child has
completed 8th grade religion classes you should
have received an email from me. If you have not
please email me ASAP so that I can communicate
with you. My email is beth@stjustin.net. If you
have any questions, please contact me through
email.

May you meet St. Justin Martyr at the banquet feast of the Lord at Mass,
and feel his powerful and specific intercession for you,
who have been entrusted to his care.

Who is St. Justin Martyr?
Truth Seeker
St. Justin is known as the patron saint of philosophers. The word philosophy, from the
Greek philosophia, means “love of wisdom.” In his youth he was deeply passionate
about the study of philosophy and searched for truth in many different “schools of
thought” present at his time. This later contributed to his powerful and succinct
written defenses of the Christian faith.
Symbol of Philosophy: Justin was painted with the
cloak Greek culture associated with philosophers,
which was specifically tied at the neck. He continued to
wear it even after his baptism into the Christian faith. In
Raphael’s painting, School of Athens, Plato, a Greek
philosopher, was the inspiration for the way Justin’s
cloak is painted.

Convert to Christianity
Justin was not born and raised a Christian. We often assume saints are men and
women who were just born that way. Not so. Justin was born around the year 100
A.D. in Palestine. His parents were pagans. They were able to give their son a liberal
education, of which he took full advantage, devoting himself to rhetoric and
philosophy and to reading poetry and history.
One day the young Justin was pondering a question of philosophy by the seashore. He
began discussing the question with an older Christian man who told him about Jesus
Christ and about the Jewish and Christian Scriptures. He inspired Justin to study the
Scriptures and to learn more about Christians. This kindled a divine fire in his heart
and at the age of 30 he was baptized.
Symbol of Conversion: No one recorded what color
Justin’s eyes were. However, it is said that the eyes are the
window to the soul. The eyes have been painted blue to
represent the divine fire of the Holy Spirit which burned
within him, much like the blue that shows us the hottest
part of a flame closest to the source of the heat.

Servant of the God’s Truth
Justin was a Christian, a philosopher, a teacher and a writer. He met Jesus in the
inspired Word of God and in the inspiring lives of Christians. He was drawn by
their faith, their way of life and their worship. He was among the first to directly
address those who were not Christian to explain and defend the Christian Faith, a
dangerous thing to do in a time of persecution. He used his knowledge of
Scripture and philosophy to challenge and invite non-Christians to encounter
Jesus, the Way, the Truth and the Life.
Symbol of God’s Truth: In Justin’s right hand is a rolled-up scroll,
the form in which Scripture and his own writings were
transmitted in the ancient world. He walks towards us holding
high the Sacred Word, emphasizing its essential role in growing in
our relationship with God. He seems to step towards us almost
as if to place the scroll in our hand. Justin wanted all people to
know the saving power of Jesus Christ revealed through the
Scripture and the living People of God.

Man of the Eucharist
Justin’s most famous passage describes how each Sunday the Christians in Rome
celebrated the Eucharist around the year 150. He emphasized that the same
Jesus who once fed the Five Thousand in Galilee now is the Risen Lord who feeds
us with his own Body and Blood.
Symbols of the Eucharist: To the right of the painting are
two boxes with two different symbols representing the
Eucharist.
The top symbol pictures the chalice, grapes, and wheat, a
familiar depiction of the Eucharist. The grapes and wheat
are taken from the stained-glass window inside the church. The two handled
chalice is modeled after one that would have been used in 2nd century during
Justin’s life.
The bottom symbol shows the basket of loaves with two
fish from the Gospel miracle of Feeding of the Five
Thousand. The image was taken from the mosaic in the
Church of the Multiplication of the Loaves and Fish located
at Tabgha on the Sea of Galilee in Israel.

Witness, Companion, Intercessor
Justin not only spoke the truth, he witnessed to it with his life. He was called before the
Prefect of Rome, Rusticus, and questioned about his writings on the Christian faith. When
asked after giving a powerful profession of faith, “You are a Christian then?” His response
was, “Yes, I am a Christian,” which has been significantly placed between the Eucharistic
symbols. He was 65 when he was martyred. The Eucharist gave him strength to speak the
truth and witness to truth of the Eucharist with the sacrifice of his own life.
Symbol of Witness, Companion, Intercessor:
Witness- Justin was martyred for his faith and refusal to worship
false idols. He was scourged and beheaded, which is portrayed by
the scar on his neck. This may have been the means of his earthly
death but it also signifies the way he entered into eternal life.
Companion- Important to note, Justin did not die alone. He had
several companions that were with him, also willing to die in
defense of their faith. We do not become a saint alone or
approach the throne of God without others whom we have
invited or who have thankfully invited us along the path of
holiness. This is symbolized by the light beneath Justin’s feet.

Intercessor- This is symbolized by the silver cross Justin is holding.
Silver was chosen because it is the same precious metal as the cross
the parish gathers around inside the church. This is a reminder that
when we gather around the cross of Christ, we find the strength we
need in the Eucharist and through the intercession of all those
saints, like St. Justin Martyr, who clung to the cross of Christ and
found victory and resurrection through it.

As part of the renovation, we wanted a prominent image of St. Justin in the church. We settled on
an oil painting on wood. Sarah, a young artist who worked at Henninger’s designed and executed
the painting. She prayed everyday at the start of each painting session while tracing the sign of the
cross on the wood panel three times, “Jesus Christ is victorious and all adverse powers are
shattered.”
Sarah wrote, “It has been a privilege and joy to serve you and the parish through this painting. You
will continue to remain in my daily prayers.

Personal Prayer in the Chapel:
Monday through Friday 9am2pm; Sunday 9am-noon

Congratulations!
Ellen & Tom Liebhardt
...to all those who took part in our
recent Summer Fish Fry.
We raised $1,016!
A special thank you to Kaylee Datz,
Carlos Hidalgo, Patrick Hobart, Dave
and Chris Hobart, Debbie and Mike
Rydzinski, Paul and Cheryl Vitelli and Father Kevin
for braving the elements and getting everyone a hot meal!
Thank you to all those who purchased meals! We couldn’t have done
it without you!
We are thinking of having a spaghetti carryout in late September or
early October...watch the bulletin and website for more information!

Weekday Masses:
Monday-Friday: 8:30am
Weekend Masses:
Saturday: 5:00pm,
Sunday: 8:00am and 10:30am
Office Hours:
Monday-Friday 9am-2pm
Saturday: Office Closed
Sunday: 9am-Noon
LABOR DAY:
Mass at 9:00am
Office is CLOSED
Confessions:
Saturday from 4:00-4:30pm
in the Chapel Confessionals
The Church
is now open for Mass!

Would you like your own copy of our Todays
Missal?
Copies of the missals that we use in church are
available in the Church Office for you to use at home
or to bring with you when you come to Mass.

You are welcome to see our
newly
renovated
Church
Monday through Friday also
between 9am and 2pm.

Please join us to pray for Vocations?
Beginning on September 3, our Avila
group has changed it’s day and time.
From now on we will be attending Mass
in the Chapel at 8:30am and praying the
rosary for Vocations the first Thursday of
every month.
The next meeting will be on October 1.
If this is a good time for you, please mark this date on your
calendar and attend. All are welcome!
We also have a group that makes rosaries for those that need
them, the St. Joseph Rosary Makers. We meet on the first
Thursday of every month at 11:00am at the home of Barb & Tom
Kovacic. If you are interested, we would love to have you join our
group.
For more information contact Barb Kovacic, bpokelsek@att.net.

One benefit of COVID-19 is
our Prayer Shawl Ministry
been busy making shawls
those in need. Above are a
samples.

that
has
for
few

If you would like one to help
comfort someone during these
stressful times, please call the
Parish
Office
or
e-mail,
louise@stjustin.net.
They are
packaged, clean and ready to go.

Last Chance to purchase raffle tickets!
They must be returned to the Parish Office by NOON on September 6.
as of last Sunday 8/24/2020 we have received $21,010!
If you have not received yours, or if you would like additional tickets,
stop in the parish office or e-mail, louise@stjustin.net as soon as possible.
Sunday: Ez 33:7-9/Ps 95:1-2, 6-7, 8-9 [8]/Rom 13:8-10/Mt 18:15-20
READINGS Monday: 1 Cor 5:1-8/Ps 5:5-6, 7, 12 [9]/Ps 5:5-6, 7, 12 [9]/Lk 6:6-11
Tuesday: Mi 5:1-4a or Rom 8:28-30/Ps 13:6ab, 6c [Is 61:10]/Mt 1:1-16, 18-23 or 1:18-23
FOR THE
Wednesday: 1 Cor 7:25-31/Ps 45:11-12, 14-15, 16-17 [11]/Lk 6:20-26
Thursday: 1 Cor 8:1b-7, 11-13/Ps 139:1b-3, 13-14ab, 23-24 [24b]/Lk 6:27-38
WEEK
Friday: 1 Cor 9:16-19, 22b-27/Ps 84:3, 4. 5-6, 12 [2]/Lk 6:39-42
September 6 Saturday: 1 Cor 10:14-22/Ps 116:12-13, 17-18 [17]/Lk 6:43-49
Next Sunday: Sir 27:30—28:7/Ps 103:1-2, 3-4, 9-10, 11-12 [8]/Rom 14:7-9/Mt 18:21-35

Rest in Peace
Kathryn Buehner,
mother of John Buehner

The Christ Child Society of the Western
Reserve is looking for “Caring Christian
Women” to attend an Informational Coffee
on Friday, September 4 at 1:00 pm at
Veteran’s Memorial Park pavilion. If you are
a woman of faith and want an opportunity to
broaden your friendships while serving the
needs of the children of Lake County you will
want to attend (registration is required). Tell
your friends and come together. To receive
an invitation and answer any questions,
please call Jackie Kozich, Membership
Chairperson at (440) 487-8078. We would
love to see you there!

Mater Dei Academy
Athletic Boosters
2nd Annual Golf Classic
and Clambake
October 3, 2020
Join us “fore” the Mater Dei
Academy Athletic Boosters Golf
Classic!
The Mater Dei Academy Athletic Boosters is proud
to announce its second annual Golf Classic and
Clambake on Saturday, October 3rd at Lost
Nation Golf Course at 9 a.m.
This special event is designed to engage parents,
coaches, staff, and supporters of Mater Dei for an
enjoyable day of golf, food, and fun to benefit our
young student-athletes. NEW this year: Clambake
and steak/chicken dinner to follow the golf outing at
the Mater Dei Academy gymnasium.
Cost: $100 each or a foursome for $350.
Own or manage a business? Hole sponsors are
available for $100 each. – deadline for signage
is September 18th
Contribute a raffle prize(s) to be used at the event
Golf, cart, food, and beverages included.
Register online or by sending your check (payable
to MDA Boosters) to 29840 Euclid Avenue,
Wickliffe, OH 44092. Deadline to register or
sponsor is September 25th.
Questions? Call Boosters President Dan Kilbane at
(440) 487-4288 or daniel.kilbane1510@gmail.com

Our next blood drive is scheduled for September 13 from 8-1 pm in Lambur Hall.
Register to donate at redcross.org. Pre-registration is mandatory. All safety
protocols will be followed. Our past blood drives have gone very smoothly. Please
consider donating blood.

