If I work for five
hours, I expect to
get paid for five
hours. If I work for
two, I expect to
get paid for two.
What if we worked
for a company
that
paid everyone
25th SUNDAY
the same amount
of ORDINARY TIME
regardless of how
long they worked? How would we feel going home
with the same pay for working eight hours as my co
-worker did for working only two hours? Secular
wisdom would have a huge problem with this and a
visit to the Labor Board would quickly pursue. But
this is God’s wisdom and God’s ways.
We sometimes think that if we pray more, better, or
more fervently and go over and above with the
practice of our faith, God will somehow reward us
and present us with some kind of merit badge. We
are so wrong. Spiritual practices have only one true
purpose: to deepen our love for God. In deepening
our love for God, we also increase our ability to see
God’s presence around us, living life more
purposefully and contemplatively. What if God
chooses to treat someone who has come on the
scene of faith later in life the same as someone
who has devoted their whole lives to it? Does it
really matter? If we have the merit badge notion of
faith, we can find ourselves feeling a little arrogant
and even jealous of folks who have not followed the
same path that we have. We can even see
ourselves as the privileged few who have a corner
on the faith and fully possess it.
That thinking doesn’t square with God. God is all
about mercy in abundance and is ready to take
anyone to himself regardless of when they come.
He is only happy that they have come home and
delights in their return. After all, if you really and
truly love someone, does it matter what they will
give you in return or what you receive as a benefit?
If relationships were assessed based upon
productivity, they would lack authentic love. We
invest too much self interest in our prayer and
neglect to see it as an opportunity to pursue our
Lover and deepen the intimate bond we have with
God.
When we breathe our last, all that is of
consequence is union with God. If my love for God
is real, I am going to want to live the Gospel, abide
by the commandments, practice my faith, forgive
and love my neighbor, and care for the
environment, regardless of how much time it takes
or benefits me. We want God to think and behave
as we do, and in doing so, we set ourselves up for
disappointment. God has a totally different agenda
and that’s okay.

Mass Intentions for the Week
MONDAY - September 21 ~ St. Matthew
8:30 AM Rev. Robert Lorkowski
TUESDAY - September 22 ~ Weekday
8:30 AM Joan Borowski, Bernie Borowski
Live Stream of Rosary, 7:00pm
8:30 AM Mass for Parishioners
THURSDAY - September 24 ~ Weekday
8:30 AM Rev. Robert Werthman, Rossetti Family
FRIDAY - September 25 ~ Weekday
8:30 AM Rose Berdinis, Cam & Kathy Hochreen
Live Stream of Prayer, 7:00pm
SATURDAY - September 26 ~ Sts. Cosmas & Damian
5:00 PM Virginia Jares, Jares Family
Live Stream of Sunday Mass, 5:00pm
8:00 AM Michney Family, Leslie Simpson
10:30 AM

Weekly Offering
Total Collection September 13: $7,284.00
Loose Money: $75.00
Envelopes: $7,209.00
Number of envelopes used: 106
Average per envelope: $68.01
Total contributing households: 554
*EFT: $8,413.50

Thank You and God Bless You!!
Sunday: Is 55:6-9/Ps 145:2-3, 8-9, 17-18
[18a]/Phil 1:20c-24, 27a/Mt 20:1-16a
FOR THE
Monday: Eph 4:1-7, 11-13/Ps 19:2-3, 4-5
WEEK
[5]/Mt 9:9-13
Tuesday: Prv 21:1-6, 10-13/Ps 119:1, 27,
September 20
30, 34. 35, 44 [35]/Lk 8:19-21
Wednesday: Prv 30:5-9/Ps 119:29, 72, 89,
101, 104, 163 [105]/Lk 9:1-6
Thursday: Eccl 1:2-11/Ps 90:3-4, 5-6, 12-13, 14 and 17bc [1]/Lk
9:7-9
Friday: Eccl 3:1-11/Ps 144:1b and 2abc, 3-4 [1]/Lk 9:18-22
Saturday: Eccl 11:9—12:8/Ps 90:3-4, 5-6, 12-13, 14 and 17 [1]/
Lk 9:43b-45
Next Sunday: Ez 18:25-28/Ps 25:4-5, 6-7, 8-9 [6a]/Phil 2:1-11
or 2:1-5/Mt 21:28-32
READINGS

FROM FATHER KEVIN
Dear parishioners,
Helping people to become disciples of Jesus Christ
through education and formation is the work of catechists.
So many things are different this year, so much happens
on-line and remotely, but the Holy Spirit continues to
enliven us all.
Our parish catechists are serving the Lord by their
commitment to discipleship in our Parish School of
Religion, Catholic elementary and high schools, RCIA,
Bible Study, Fresh Faith and preparation programs for the
sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation, Eucharist and
Reconciliation and Marriage. Because they teach and
witness to Jesus Christ, we pray for them and give them
our support. We are grateful that they have offered
themselves to spread God’s Word in our parish.
Remember, too, that all of us as neighbors, family
members, co-workers, godparents and sponsors have the
responsibility and joy of sharing the Gospel with those we
meet each day.
For Sunday Mass we are incorporating more music in our
prayer – the organist or a soloist singing before Mass, at
communion and at the end of Mass. We would like to
include the Contemporary Choir at 10:30 Mass as well,
following this same format. Because we have a very
limited area to use and because the drum set require a
relatively larger area than the singers and guitars, the choir
decided not to use the drums so that we can maintain safe
social distancing. The members will wear masks. A
plexiglass shield will be placed in front of each singer as
an added precaution. We believe this will be a safe
enhancement of our worship. We hope to begin this in
October.
Peace, Fr. Kevin

We raised $17,976!
Thank to all who participated!
The
collection
provides
grants
to
Catholic
organizations that share our
experience of faith, worship,
and witness through social
media sites, podcasts. TV,
radio and print media. Please support this important work
and be generous in the collection the weekend of
September 26-27. You generosity is a direct act of witness
in itself, as you facilitate the communication of the Gospel
message.

Please Pray…
Please pray for all of our parishioners who
are sick or hospitalized: Alan, June Barr,
Agnes Brown, Frank Brown, John Brown,
Marc Christovich,
Iris Clarke, Virginia
Cognati, Patrick Costello, Bob Cozza, Jackie
D’Astolfo, David Doranovic, Paul Doranovic,
Dustin Dowen, Elizabeth Dravecky, John
Finegan, Billy Foley, Rob Gorgon, Judith
Greger, Zoe Haas, Barbara Hangman, Mike
Hanlon, Jason Hahn, Marion Hanna, Bill
Homan, Ed Hurayt, Ava Jusko, Keith Karel,
Katherine Kirsch, Dick & Irene Kornblum,
Jan Kulas, Lori Lewis, Colleen Lloyd,
Charles McHugh, Anthony Melaragno,
Isabelle Meyers, Barbara Olson, Anson
Papa, Billy Paolucci, Kevin Perkins, Cindy
Pike, Kate Pilotti, Nancy Preble, Aaron &
Missy Reinke, Kris Ruhe, Marty Sintic, Bill
Sprenger, Ron & Barb Sutton, Marsha
Szymanski,
Susan
Templin,
Joanne
Touhalisky, Greg Usko, Sheryl Yonosik,
Cheryl Wilson, Rose Wolf, Phil Wolfson,
Tom Zelazney, Audrey Zupan, the shut-ins,
those in nursing homes, those needing
prayers, those affected by the Coronavirus
and all of the intentions written in our Book
of Prayers located in the gallery. Many
prayers help.
Please remember to pray for all our sick
and recovering parishioners, families,
and friends. Hospitals do not notify the
parish of admissions. Please call the
office if you would like someone added
or removed. To add a name for prayers,
or to remove a name, please call the
parish
office,
946-1177
or
louise@stjustin.net.
Prayer Line
Please call Theresa Davison, 942-5761, to
add your request to the Prayer Chain. You
can reach the Sisters of Notre Dame prayer
line at 440-279-1163.
Adoration of the
Blessed Sacrament
is Monday through Friday
from 9:00am-2:00pm. All
are welcome.
You can also come and
pray in the chapel on
Sunday from 9:00am to
noon.

Charles Hunt, MA
Director of Religious Education
946-3287 charles@stjustin.net

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults—RCIA
Becoming Catholic

A new season of RCIA began September 10. If you are interested in joining the Catholic Church, or
know someone who is, please contact Fr. Kevin, Charlie Hunt or an RCIA Team member. Meetings are
held every Thursday at 7:00 p.m. in the school’s ATR room. You can reach Charlie at 946-3287
or Charles@stjustin.net.

PSR
Parish School of Religion

PSR started, Monday, September 14. The 2020-2021 registration form is currently online. We will offer
two options for families; in-person classes and “Parent & Me” homeschooling with on-line teacher
assistance. In-person classes will follow the Willoughby-Eastlake School District’s health and safety
regulations. To register online, go to www.stjustin.net and click on the PSR/CONFIRMATION or FORMS
tab. Complete the form and return it by email, regular mail or in person. PSR is at no cost to St. Justin
Martyr parishioners. Contact the Religious Education Office with any questions at 440-9463287, Charles@stjustin.net or Cindy@stjustin.net .
In 2020, the Church will celebrate Catechetical
Sunday on September 20, under the theme of “I
received from the Lord what I also handed on
to you.” On this day, catechists are formally
recognized for their ministry to the church
community.
Many
parishioners
dedicate
themselves to teaching others the Catholic Faith
in-depth. These catechists witness to the youth of
our parish as well as adults through PSR, RCIA, Sacramental Preparation
and more. Catechetical Sunday is a wonderful opportunity to reflect on the
role that each baptized person plays in handing on the faith and being a
witness to the Gospel. Catechetical Sunday is an opportunity for all to
rededicate themselves to this mission as a community of faith.

Diocesan 50th Wedding Anniversary Celebration
Due to the pandemic we have had to cancel this event. However we
do not want the year to pass without marking this very special
occasion. To honor all couples married in 1970 we would like to
send a Diocesan Certificate as a keepsake. We ask all jubilarians to
complete the form in order to sign up for the certificate. Click the link
www.stjustin.net, 50th Anniversary under current events. Don’t have
a computer? Stop in the office and we can help you.
Cleveland Catholic Women’s
Live-Streamed Conference
All women are invited to attend the one day event for adult women
who wish to learn and pray as they grow deeper in their faith. The
livestream will be October 17 from 9am-3pm. To register, visit our
website at www.clecatholicwomen.org. Each participant registered
by October 1 will receive a Conference Welcome Package and
workbook to use throughout the day and a few other special items.

CATHOLIC HUMOR

Personal Prayer in the Chapel:
Monday through Friday 9am-2pm;
Sunday 9am-noon
Weekday Masses:
Monday-Friday: 8:30am
Weekend Masses:
Saturday: 5:00pm,
Sunday: 8:00am and 10:30am
Office Hours:
Monday-Friday 9am-2pm
Saturday: Office Closed
Sunday: 9am-Noon
Confessions:
Saturday from 4:00-4:30pm
in the Chapel Confessionals
The Church
is now open for Mass!

Beth Rossetti, Pastoral Associate,
Certified Lay Ecclesial Minister, beth@stjustin.net

@SJM_Teen

Congratulations 2020 Confirmation Class

THANK YOU! to all who helped make our Confirmation Liturgy a meaningful experience:
Father Kevin and Deacon Tim, the Students, Sponsors, Catechists, Musicians, Environment,
Sacristans, Maintenance, Office Help and all who participated in any way.

(Pre-paid take-out orders only)

Adult Dinner includes:
Spaghetti, 2 Meatballs, Salad, Garlic Bread and Dessert

Children’s Dinner Includes:
Spaghetti, 1 Meatball, Garlic Bread and Dessert

$8 Adults
$4 Children

PREPAID orders may be
dropped off at the Parish
Office or placed in the
Offertory Collection bin.

(12 and under)

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 3, 2020
6:00-7:00PM
Curbside pick up behind the school at the
Lambur Hall Meeting room door.

Name: _______________

Phone # ____________

PLEASE PRINT

Quantity

Total

Adult Dinner

$8.00

$

Children's Dinner

$4.00

$

**Total amount enclosed: $ $ ________
Make checks payable to St. Justin Martyr by October 1st **

