1st Sunday
of Advent

You are at the eye
doctor and it’s time
for the peripheral
vision
test.
You
know the one. It’s
where you put your
head
up
to
a
contraption and have
to click a switch
every time you see a squiggly line. If you don’t
concentrate and maintain optimal focus, you will
miss them and skew the outcome of the test. You
can easily find yourself with a diagnosis that really
isn’t accurate! Concentration and focus are key to
succeeding with this evaluation. They are also key
to developing a healthy, vibrant spiritual life. If we
do not bring our full consciousness to the task,
concentrate with all our might, be watchful and
vigilant, we are not going to see God’s loving
presence flashing before our eyes!
That’s why we need Advent. Let’s face it. We can
easily get distracted, focus on nonessential and
superficial things and lose touch with what really
matters. Our attentions wander. We daydream and
even become a bit overwhelmed and tired. All of
the stresses and demands of life consume us and
we find ourselves constantly trying to play catch up
rather than relishing the moment of the now. “Now”
moments are so fleeting. They flash before us like
those squiggly lines on a screen. Present moments
go as quickly as they come but it is important to
discover them and rest in them as often as we can.
Though gone in a flash, these now moments of
encounter with God teach powerful lessons and
offer a grounding in truth that can be found
nowhere else. It’s the grace of Advent to become
watchful and attentive because we are never sure
when God will surprise us.
God loves surprises and love thrives on them!
God’s now moments of surprises come as tender
instants of intimate connection where I find
profound peace, experience joy, and rest in love.
These are Advent times reflective of the now
moments when Christ first was born, when God
surprises us during every time we care to watch
and when the great surprise of Christ’s second
coming dawns upon us all. But, to discover the
grandeur and experience the awe of these now
times, we have to be ready. We have to want to be
there. We have to believe. And, we have to have
the desire to soak in as much as we can in the
time we have before us.

Mass Intentions for the Week
MONDAY - November 30 ~ St. Andrew
8:30 AM Irene Skakandy, Ralph & Roberta Smearman
TUESDAY - December 1 ~ Advent Weekday
8:30 AM Raymond Grisanti, Joanne Grisanti
Live Stream of Rosary, 7:30pm
WEDNESDAY - December 2 ~ Advent Weekday
8:30 AM Mark Andryscik, Anna Marie Konte
THURSDAY - December 3 ~ St. Francis Xavier
8:30 AM Robert J. Kenneally,
Charlene Kenneally & Family
FRIDAY - December 4 ~ Advent Weekday
8:30 AM Irene Liebhadt (A), Family
Live Stream of Prayer, 7:30pm
SATURDAY - December 5 ~ Advent Weekday
5:00 PM Karen Dudash (A), Family
Live Stream of Sunday Mass, 5:00pm
SUNDAY – December 6 ~ Second Sunday of Advent
8:00 AM Charles Smith, Karen & Audrey
10:30 AM Denise Kopera, Dennis & Regina Kopera

Readings for the Week of December 7, 2020

Sunday: Monday: Psalm 79; Micah 4:1-5; Revelation
15:1-8
Tuesday: Psalm 79; Micah 4:6-13; Revelation 18:1-10
Wednesday: Psalm 79; Micah 5:1-5a; Luke 21:34-38
Thursday: Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13; Hosea 6:1-6; 1
Thessalonians 1:2-10
Friday: Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13; Jeremiah 1:4-10; Acts 11:1926
Saturday: Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13; Ezekiel 36:24-28; Mark
11:27-33

Patrick Hobart & Haylee Datz
November 29, 2020 ~ Weekly Offering
Due to the early bulletin submittal
the collection amount was not available.

Thank You and God Bless You!!
On-Line Giving
You can use this link to give online:
www.CatholicCommunity.org/Offertory
Choose from the dropdown: St. Justin Martyr

FROM FATHER KEVIN
Dear Parishioners,
Today we begin the season of Advent. The short days and
dark nights remind us of the spiritual darkness which
covered the world before the coming of Jesus. Into the
darkness God first sent the prophets to proclaim hope. God
would break the power of darkness and bring a new dawn of
light and salvation. The words of Scripture and the Advent
candles lead us through this time of darkness and prepare
us for the coming of the true Light of the World, Jesus
Christ.
Each of us, and all our world, continues this journey from
darkness into light. We begin in darkness of sin and are
made light by the grace of baptism. But as we continue we
encounter, again and again, periods of darkness. The
darkness may come from our own personal sin, from sin in
the world around us or from the need to experience Advent.
This season tells us that the Light has come and that no
matter how dark things may appear, Jesus our brother is
here with us and for us. The Light will sooner or later
penetrate the present darkness and help us to salvation.
The season of Advent is a time to be generous, to
remember to be the light in the darkness for so may among
us. I commend to you our parish’s TREE OF SHARING
program and other ways to reach out to the poor among us.
Remember, too, the words of encouragement we can speak
and the power of our prayer. Make this a holy Advent.

St. Justin Martyr Holy Name Society
Paul Misch Scholarship
The St. Justin Martyr Holy Name Society
is again offering one partial scholarship
to those who will be attending a Catholic
high school in September of next year.
This scholarship is for their Freshman and Sophomore
years in the amount of $2,000.00 for each year.
One student will be chosen on the basis of financial
need, academics and a required essay. This
scholarship is open to all eighth graders of St. Justin
Martyr Parish to assist in their Catholic high school
education. Applications are available in the Parish
Office or online, www.stjustin.net.

Available in the
Parish Office

Please Pray…
Please pray for all of our parishioners who
are sick or hospitalized: Joseph Barno, June
Barr, Jeff & Sue Beam, John Belloli, Kathy
Boey, Agnes Brown, Frank Brown, John
Brown, Marc Christovich,
Iris Clarke,
Virginia Cognati, Bob Cozza, John Cutler,
Jackie D’Astolfo, David Doranovic, Paul
Doranovic,
Dustin
Dowen,
Elizabeth
Dravecky, Grace Fiegel, John Finegan, Billy
Foley, Rob Gorgon, Judith Greger, Charlotte
Gulden, Zoe Haas, Barbara Hangman, Mike
Hanlon, Alexandria Marie Hobart, Bill
Homan, Tim Horgan, Maria Horwath, Ed
Hurayt, Ava Jusko, Keith Karel, Katherine
Kirsch, Dick & Irene Kornblum, Jan Kulas,
Lori Lewis, Brian Lloyd, Bud Martello,
Charles McHugh, Isabelle Meyers, Charlie
Moss, Barbara Olson, Jenny Pannella,
Anson Papa, Billy Paolucci, Cindy Pike,
Kate Pilotti, Nancy Preble, Aaron & Missy
Reinke, Kris Ruhe, Marty Sintic, Bill
Sprenger, Marsha Szymanski, Susan
Templin, Lisa Tomaro, Joanne Touhalisky,
Greg Usko, Sheryl Yonosik, Cheryl Wilson,
Rose Wolf, Phil Wolfson, Tom Zelazney,
Audrey Zupan, the shut-ins, those in nursing
homes,
those needing prayers, those
affected by the Coronavirus and all of the
intentions written in our Book of Prayers
located in the gallery. Many prayers help.
Please remember to pray for all our sick
and recovering parishioners, families,
and friends. Hospitals do not notify the
parish of admissions.
To add a name for prayers, or to remove
a name, please call the parish office, 9461177 or louise@stjustin.net.
Prayer Line
Please call Theresa Davison, 942-5761, to
add your request to the Prayer Chain. You
can reach the Sisters of Notre Dame prayer
line at 440-279-1163.
Adoration of the Blessed
Sacrament
is Monday through Friday
from 9:00am-2:00pm. All are
welcome.
You can also come and pray
in the chapel on Sunday
from 9:00am to noon.

Dioceseofcleveland.org
Advent/Christmas website
The season of Advent and Christmas is a wonderful time
for the Church. However, this year certainly will be
different as together we cope with the effects of the
coronavirus pandemic. All of us have been experiencing
changes at Mass and other liturgical and spiritual activities
due to our need to be physically distant and safe in parish
gatherings. With the current pandemic guidelines in place,
the question remains as to how do we best prepare with
our parish, our families and ourselves to celebrate Advent
and Christmas with complete intention?
With this in mind, the Diocese of Cleveland has prepared
a special resource page on dioceseofcleveland.org, to
offer everyone a variety of user-friendly material aimed at
helping to make this Advent and Christmas meaningful.

Charles Hunt, MA
Director of Religious Education
946-3287 charles@stjustin.net
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults —
RCIA ~ Becoming Catholic
If you are interested in joining the Catholic
Church, or know someone who is, please
contact Fr. Kevin, Charlie Hunt or an RCIA
Team member. This year, meetings are
held every Wednesday at 7:00 p.m. in the
school’s ATR room. You can reach Charlie
at 946-3287 or Charles@stjustin.net.
Catholic Humor

This new webpage provides educational, formational and
liturgical materials to be used by parishes, parish staffs,
families and individuals to deepen their preparation and
appreciation of the birth of Christ.
In addition, information about how to connect with
livestreamed and on-demand Masses is available as well
as inspirational resources to help us be a part of this holy
season and better prepare ourselves to celebrate the birth
of Jesus Christ with a welcoming heart.
The weekly television Mass produced by the Catholic
Diocese of Cleveland is moving to a new station! Starting
on November 22, the Sunday TV Mass will be seen at
10:00am on WUAB Channel 43, the CW. This change
provides viewers with an opportunity to take part in the
weekly celebration at a much more convenient time! The
TV Mass can also be accessed on demand starting
Saturday evening and running throughout Sunday on the
Diocese of Cleveland website, dioceseofcleveland.org.
In addition the Mass can also be heard on the
radio at 4pm Saturdays and 10:30am Sundays
on AM1260 The ROCK.
St. Justin Martyr live streams the weekly Mass
at 5:00pm every Saturday on Facebook and
Youtube, www.stjustin.net

Today’s Missal
and the WORD
among us
beginning November 29
(First Sunday of Advent)
are available in the
Gallery and Parish Office
Donations are welcome.

Available in
the Parish
Office

$28

Beth Rossetti, Pastoral Associate
946-1177
beth@stjustin.net
YOU ARE INVITED
to a do Christmas
Card Writing
Campaign to send
Christmas
joy to those in
surrounding nursing
homes and those who are incarcerated. This year this
will need to be completed at your home and we will
be doing this in conjunction with Catholic Charities
and other parishes. PLEASE see the website under
Current Events for more information. ALL cards
on DUE on DECEMBER 6 by noon to the parish
office.
Would you like to be part of a virtual get together?
It’s been a while since most of us have seen each
other. We’re hoping to put together a virtual meeting
to allow us to be together again. You will need to
have some type of device that can be logged into a
Wi-Fi/internet. Some people are interested in a
scripture study (talking about a piece of scripture),
games or just chatting over a cup of coffee. This will
be a new experience as well as a new experiment. If
you think you are interested EMAIL BETH AT
beth@stjustin.net with what you are interested in
along with two days and times, then we’ll let you know
the next steps. Once this is established dates and
times will be published in the bulletin, remember you
must have a device to be involved.
As we prepare the way for Jesus’ birth a weekly
advent calendar will be published to help you
prepare your heart for this wonderful day!
First Sunday of Advent ~ November 29
In today’s gospel Jesus said to “watch” and “be
ready.” Create a special place for yourself to prepare
for Jesus’ coming. Begin the season of Advent with a
special thought or prayer.
November 30 - Feast of St. Andrew. Andrew means
“strong”. How can you show others that you are a
strong Catholic today? Andrew is the patron of
fishermen and singers.

@SJM_Teen

December 1 - Be ready for Christmas. Make
plans to receive the Sacrament of
Reconciliation. Get ready early.
December 2 – Can you assist with Helping
Hands and buy food or drop a gift certificate for
The Tree of Sharing? It’s due Dec. 6. If not say
a prayer for those in need.
December 3 - Feast of St. Francis Xavier,
Co-Founder of the Jesuits. Explore the
Examen a form of meditative prayer.
1. Become aware of God’s presence.
2. Review the day with gratitude.
3. Pay attention to your emotions.
4. Choose one feature of the day and pray
from it.
5. Look toward tomorrow.
December 4 – In today’s gospel Jesus helps
Audrey
the blind men. How can you help
people in
your community this advent?
December 5 – Tomorrow is the Second
Sunday of Advent. Do something in your
prayer life to ready yourself for Jesus’ coming.
Second Sunday of Advent ~ December 6
Feast of St. Nicholas. Legend says Nicholas
took care of the young maidens of the village
by having them put their stockings outside their
windows. He would then fill them with monies
so that they could have a dowry to be married.
Who can you help this week as St. Nicholas
did?
Confirmation 2021 Candidates
Our next video session will be
Sunday, December 13 at 7:00PM.
All work is due by 7:00PM on
Saturday, December 12.
Prayer Partners for our Confirmation
Candidates are needed. Please select a prayer
partner to pray for all year. It’s simple! See the
candidates and instructions on our website
under current events.

An Everyday Stewardship Prayer for Advent
Lord Jesus Christ, Light of the world, come. Come and help me see to you more clearly.
Come and be with me as I prepare the way. Come and make my heart well up with thanks.
Come and shower me with your grace. Come and make my faith strong.
Come and be my bridge to others in the world. Lord Jesus Christ, Light of the World, come,
That I may use all you have granted me for your glory. Amen.

We are asking for
Cash, Checks or
Gift Cards for:
Target, Walmart,
& Drug Mart

