People knew over a year in
advance that the Pope was
coming for a visit to America
and the preparations began.
Security, space limitations
and
requirements,
protocols,
crowd
management,
itineraries,
invitations, regulations, and
so
much
more
was
necessary to pull this event
off effectively. It’s not every
day that we get a visit from
such a prominent dignitary.
Thought, effort, meticulous
attention to detail and vision
all are necessary to make
this thing work. After all, he
can’t just show up in the
ordinary and normal daily
routines of life and catch
people unprepared! Tickets
have to be purchased, buses rented, hotel rooms
reserved, and travel arrangements made early because
it will be impossible to see him if we wait too long!
We do this kind of preparing not only for prominent
religious figures but for political dignitaries, notable
sports figures, people of fame, and even actors. If an
individual intrigues us, we are going to want to do all we
have to do to get a “good seat” in the house. Does
Jesus Christ captivate this much of our attention? We
are asked to prepare the way of the Lord and to do so
not with frantic frenzy but patient enthusiasm. We do not
have to stand on a street corner making profound
announcements about God’s coming or become overly
zealous in our embrace of the Good News. Our task is
quieter, more interior, captivating, and consuming. We
are asked to change. We have to conduct our lives with
holy devotion.
Is the cost of that ticket too much for you? Don’t you
want the “best seat” in the house? You don’t want to
miss Our Lord’s arrival when he comes, do you? After
all, if he comes while you are going about your daily
routines without you even knowing, he may catch you
off guard. Or, he may come in disguise looking like a
beggar, a prisoner, migrant, refugee, or someone who is
lost. Would you be ready to recognize him then?
Preparing for the coming of Christ requires a change of
mind, heart, and behavior. It is not adequate to simply
do the things we always do. We want our lives to speak
of the exciting news of Christ’s coming and the joy that
the Gospel brings. It has to do with our demeanor,
values, priorities, choices, and how we structure daily
routines. Of course, it involves sacrifice. All anticipations
do! Are you excited, captivated, enthusiastic, and sitting
on the edge of your seat eager to celebrate his coming
among us at Christmas, and waiting for him to come
again? If not, why not?

Mass Intentions for the Week
MONDAY - December 7 ~ Vigil, Immaculate
NO 8:30 AM MASS
Conception
5:00 PM Deceased of McGarry Family, Family
TUESDAY - December 8 ~ Immaculate Conception
10:00 AM Vitas Family, Dietrich Family
7:00 PM Theresa Safigan, Peggy Liebhardt
Live Stream of Rosary, 7:30pm
WEDNESDAY - December 9 ~ Advent Weekday
8:30 AM Andey Wells, Angelo Buzecan
THURSDAY - December 10 ~ Advent Weekday
8:30 AM
All Souls Remembrance
FRIDAY - December 11 ~ Advent Weekday
8:30 AM
Terry Liebhardt (B), Family
Live Stream of Prayer, 7:30pm
SATURDAY - December 12 ~ Our Lady of
Guadalupe
2:00 Wedding Patrick Hobart & Kaylee Datz
5:00 PM Joseph Skakandy, Smearman Family
Live Stream of Sunday Mass, 5:00pm
SUNDAY – December 13 ~ Third Sunday of Advent
8:00 AM Rose Berdinis, Edwards Family
10:30 AM Frank Mercuri, Jr., Sejnowski Family
Wedding Banns
III

Patrick Hobart & Kaylee Datz

Readings for the Week of December 6, 2020

Sunday: Is 40:1-5, 9-11/Ps 85:9-10, 11-12, 13-14 [8]/2
Pt 3:8-14/Mk 1:1-8

Monday: Is 35:1-10/Ps 85:9ab and 10, 11-12, 13-14 [Is
35:4f]/Lk 5:17-26
Tuesday: Gn 3:9-15, 20/Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4 [1]/Eph
1:3-6, 11-12/Lk 1:26-38
Wednesday: Is 40:25-31/Ps 103:1-2, 3-4, 8 and 10 [1]/
Mt 11:28-30
Thursday: Is 41:13-20/Ps 145:1 and 9, 10-11, 12-13ab
[8]/Mt 11:11-15
Friday: Is 48:17-19/Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4 and 6 [cf. Jn 8:12]/Mt
11:16-19
Saturday: Zec 2:14-17 or Rv 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 10ab/Jdt
13:18bcde, 19 [15:9d]/Lk 1:26-38 or Lk 1:3947
Next Sunday: Is 61:1-2a, 10-11/Lk 1:46-48, 49-50, 51-54
[Is 61:10b]/1 Thes 5:16-24/Jn 1:6-8, 19-28

FROM FATHER KEVIN

Dear Parishioners,
Prepare the way of the Lord.” “What we await are new
heavens and a new earth where according to his promise,
the justice of God will reside.”
These phrases from our liturgy can be the basis of our own
prayer for the coming week. This is a busy time. Along with
the customary preparations, many are generously
supporting those who are suffering because of the
pandemic in our community, in their families and in their
own minds and hearts. They are a light in the darkness.
Amidst all the busy activity we must take time to remember
why we are doing what we are doing. When we start with
prayer, all we do can prepare for God’s coming in our lives
and the lives of those we meet.
This time of year is also when many look to lighten the tax
burden through charitable contributions. I would like to
remind you of some special needs we have. A gift to our
Church or School Endowment will help support our parish
well into the future. Our Guardian Angel fund supports
parish grants to families in need of tuition aid for Catholic
education. Gifts of stock as well as cash are most welcome.
Progressive Insurance and some other companies will
match gifts, so that your gift may be easily doubled. We will
be happy to acknowledge your gift and their matching gift.
Next Sunday, the third Sunday of Advent or Gaudete
Sunday, is marked by lighting the rose candle of the Advent
wreath and by a special blessing for the Bambinell, the Baby
Jesus figure from the Nativity set. We invite all the young
and the young of heart to bring your Baby Jesus figure to be
blessed during the Masses.
Peace, Fr. Kevin

Retirement Fund for Religious
(Collection Weekend of Dec 12-13)
Help our elders. In good times and bad, senior Catholic sisters, brothers, and religious order priests have dedicated themselves to service and acts of mercy. Today,
they pray for an aching world. Yet years of serving for little
or no pay have left their religious communities without
enough retirement savings. Your gift to the Retirement
Fund for Religious helps provide medications, nursing
care, and other necessities. Please be generous. For
more information go to http://retiredreligious.org.

Please Pray…
Please pray for all of our parishioners who
are sick or hospitalized: Joseph Barno, June
Barr, Jeff & Sue Beam, John Belloli, Kathy
Boey, Agnes Brown, Frank Brown, John
Brown, Marc Christovich,
Iris Clarke,
Virginia Cognati, Bob Cozza, John Cutler,
Jackie D’Astolfo, David Doranovic, Paul
Doranovic,
Dustin
Dowen,
Elizabeth
Dravecky, Grace Fiegel, John Finegan, Billy
Foley, Rob Gorgon, Judith Greger, Charlotte
Gulden, Zoe Haas, Barbara Hangman, Mike
Hanlon, Alexandria Marie Hobart, Bill
Homan, Tim Horgan, Maria Horwath, Ed
Hurayt, Ava Jusko, Keith Karel, Katherine
Kirsch, Dick & Irene Kornblum, Jan Kulas,
Lori Lewis, Brian Lloyd, Bud Martello,
Charles McHugh, Isabelle Meyers, Charlie
Moss, Barbara Olson, Jenny Pannella,
Anson Papa, Billy Paolucci, Cindy Pike,
Kate Pilotti, Nancy Preble, Aaron & Missy
Reinke, Kris Ruhe, Marty Sintic, Bill
Sprenger,
Joseph
Strand,
Marsha
Szymanski, Susan Templin, Lisa Tomaro,
Joanne Touhalisky, Greg Usko, Sheryl
Yonosik, Cheryl Wilson, Rose Wolf, Phil
Wolfson, Tom Zelazney, Audrey Zupan, the
shut-ins, those in nursing homes, those
needing prayers, those affected by the
Coronavirus and all of the intentions written
in our Book of Prayers located in the gallery.
Many prayers help.
Please remember to pray for all our sick
and recovering parishioners, families,
and friends. Hospitals do not notify the
parish of admissions.
To add a name for prayers, or to remove
a name, please call the parish office, 9461177 or louise@stjustin.net.
Prayer Line
Please call Theresa Davison, 942-5761, to
add your request to the Prayer Chain. You
can reach the Sisters of Notre Dame prayer
line at 440-279-1163.
Adoration of the Blessed
Sacrament
There will be no Adoration
Wednesday, Thursday and
Friday of this week

is Monday through Friday
from 9:00am-2:00pm. All are
welcome.
You can also come and pray
in the chapel on Sunday

Sunday, December 13
8:00am-2:00pm
Lambur Hall
Schedule an appointment online at
RedCrossBlood.org
and enter sponsor code: Stjustinmartyr

Weekly Offering

Charles Hunt, MA
Director of Religious Education
946-3287 charles@stjustin.net
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults —
Becoming Catholic
If you are interested in joining the Catholic
Church, or know someone who is, please
contact Fr. Kevin, Charlie Hunt or an RCIA
Team member. This year, meetings are
held every Wednesday at 7:00 p.m. in the
school’s ATR room. You can reach Charlie
at 946-3287 or Charles@stjustin.net.

November 29, 2020 ~ Total Collection: $7,177.10
November 22, 2020 ~ Total Collection: $6,433.00

Thank You and God Bless You!!
On-Line Giving
You can use this link to give online:
www.CatholicCommunity.org/Offertory

We are asking for
Cash, checks or
gift cards for:
Target, Walmart,
& Drug Mart

St. Justin Martyr
Holy Name Society
Paul Misch Scholarship
The St. Justin Martyr Holy
Name Society is again
offering one partial scholarship to those who
will be attending a Catholic high school in
September of next year. This scholarship is
for their Freshman and Sophomore years in
the amount of $2,000.00 for each year. One
student will be chosen on the basis of
financial need, academics and a required
essay. This scholarship is open to all eighth
graders of St. Justin Martyr Parish to assist in
their Catholic high school education.
Applications are available in the Parish Office
or online, www.stjustin.net.

Beth Rossetti, Pastoral Associate
946-1177
beth@stjustin.net

@SJM_Teen

Confirmation 2021 candidates our next video session will be Sunday, December 13 at
7:00PM. All work is due by 7:00PM on Saturday, December 12.
Prayer Partners for our Confirmation Candidates are needed. Please go to our website
under current events to see this year’s class. Please select a prayer partner to pray for all year.
It’s simple! Contact Beth and I’ll give you more information about your candidate.
Christmas Card Writing Campaign are DUE today, DEC. 6
We would like to invite you to an online prayer service and blessing of the
cards on Wednesday December 16th from 6:30-7:30pm giving you an
opportunity to pray, reflect, learn and celebrate the joy of the Advent season. A
Zoom link will come in a future email to you and will be published in next week’s
bulletin.
As we continue through the Advent season,
can we complete our goals of getting ready
for the birth of Jesus?

December 9 – The Gospel on Sunday talked about
Baptism and repentance. Pray an Act of Contrition.
Did you know the sign of the cross reminds of our
Baptism?

Second Sunday of Advent December 6 – Feast of
St. Nicholas. Legend says Nicholas took care of the
young maidens of the village by having them put
their stockings outside their windows. He would then
fill them with monies so that they could have a dowry
to be married. Who can you help as Nicholas did this
week?

December 10 – Feast of our Lady of Loreto (not celebrated because of Advent) Pray theAudrey
Litany of Our
Lady of Loreto. This feast was added on Oct. 31,
2019 by Pope Francis.

December 11 – In today’s gospel Jesus tells Peter
that he will receive the keys to the kingdom of heaven. MT 11:16-19. What can you do to receive the
December 7 – Feast of St. Ambrose. Ambrose was keys to heaven?
one of the doctors of the Church, he reminds us to
receive Christ and unlock our soul and mind to December 12 – Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe Research this feast day and pray for all immigrants toChrist. Can you do that today?
day.
December 8 – Feast of the Immaculate Conception
– today we celebrate Mary being conceived without Third Sunday of Advent December 13 – Today’s resin. Pray the Joyful Mysteries of the Rosary or a sponsorial psalm is the Magnificat (Canticle of Mary)
decade of the Annunciation. Read Luke 1:26-38 in – pray the Magnificat this evening. This is prayed
with evening prayer in the Liturgy of the Hours.
the bible.
Would you like to be part of a

Virtual Get Together?

It’s been a while since most of us have seen
each other. I’m hoping to put together a virtual
meeting to allow us to be together again. You will
need to have some type of device that can be
logged into Wi-Fi/internet. I’m willing to meeting
with various groups with various subject matters,
coffee and conversation, games, scripture study
or anything that you would like to explore. This
will be a new experience as well as a new
experiment. If you think you are interested EMAIL
BETH AT beth@stjustin.net with what you are
interested in, along with convenient days and
times, then I’ll let you know the next steps. Once
this is established dates and times will be
published in the bulletin, remember you must
have a device to be involved.

Prayer During an Epidemic
Lord Jesus, Hear our pleas, our good shepherd and
divine physician. We implore your mercy in the wake
of an outbreak of serious illness and disease. Guide
our efforts to prevent contagion and make preparations to care for those most vulnerable. Assist all
professionals and volunteers who work to eradicate
the epidemic now spreading. May our actions be
marked by your steadfast love and selfless service
and never by panic or fear. Bestow your comfort and
healing to the sick, sustain and strengthen them by
your grace. May they know your closeness as they
carry the cross of illness. And may all you have
called from this life come to worship you eternally
with all the saints as you grant consolation and
peace to their mourners. Amen. Holy Mary, Health
of the Sick, pray for us. St. Joseph, Hope of the
Sick, pray for us. St. Rocco, protector against epidemics, pray for us- Our Sunday Visitor

Thank you!

Your support of the Annual Appeal has
made a difference, especially as the needs of our
communities continue to grow during COVID-19. Because of
your generosity, people who are hungry and homeless,
addicted and struggling, lonely, sick and hurting will have
the services available to assist them during the pandemic
and have hope for the future. You can find stories of hope
and
faith
when
you
visit
www.CatholicCommunity.org/COVIDVideo. As of September 30, a total of 39,425 faithful donors from across the
Diocese have pledged more than $12.6 million towards the
Annual Appeal goal of $13.5 million.
Here at St. Justin Martyr, 289 parishioners have pledged
$46,609 toward our parish goal of $55,950. That is 83.31%
of our overall goal! Your financial support makes a difference and transforms lives. Thank you on behalf of those
served by Catholic Charities.
If you have not made your gift yet, contact Karen Joyce at
216-696-6525 ext 1910 to give by phone or make a
secure online gift at www.CatholicCommunity.org/donate.

Christmas Celebrations
We want to celebrate the Nativity of the Lord with
faith and joy. Our Mass schedule will be:
Christmas Eve: 4:00 PM in Church & Lambur Hall
8:00 PM
Christmas Day: 7:30 AM, 9:30AM and 11:30 AM
We are planning this high number of Masses so
that we can pray together as safely as possible.
Because of the necessity to follow all safety protocols, our seating capacity is greatly reduced.
Although many prefer to pray the 4pm Mass on
Christmas Eve, please consider another celebration Mass this year.
Remember: the dispensation for the obligation to
attend the public celebration of Mass on Sundays
to all the faithful has been extended until further
notice.

The weekly television
Mass produced by the
Catholic
Diocese
of
Cleveland has moved to a
new station! The Sunday
TV Mass can now be
seen at 10:00am on WUAB Channel 43, the
CW.
This change provides viewers with an
opportunity to take part in the weekly celebration at
a much more convenient time! The TV Mass can
also be accessed on demand starting Saturday
evening on the Diocese of Cleveland website,
dioceseofcleveland.org.

Available in the
Parish Office.

Available in the
Parish Office
$28

Dioceseofcleveland.org Advent/Christmas website
The season of Advent and Christmas is a wonderful time for the Church. However, this year certainly will be
different as together we cope with the effects of the coronavirus pandemic. All of us have been experiencing
changes at Mass and other liturgical and spiritual activities due to our need to be physically distant and safe in
parish gatherings. With the current pandemic guidelines in place, the question remains as to how do we best
prepare with our parish, our families and ourselves to celebrate Advent and Christmas with complete
intention?
With this in mind, the Diocese of Cleveland has prepared a special resource page on its website,
dioceseofcleveland.org, to offer everyone a variety of user-friendly material aimed at helping to make this
Advent and Christmas meaningful.
This new webpage provides educational, formational and liturgical materials to be used by parishes, parish
staffs, families and individuals to deepen their preparation and appreciation of the birth of Christ.
In addition, information about how to connect with livestreamed and on-demand Masses is available as well
as inspirational resources to help us be a part of this holy season and better prepare ourselves to celebrate
the birth of Jesus Christ with a welcoming heart.

