Did you ever stop and
realize that there is no
earthly gain that can ever
really satisfy us? Think of
winning the Lotto. On this
side of the winning ticket,
it’s all about the money, the
new car, house, vacations,
bank accounts, and infinite
pleasures. The possibility of
acquiring all of these
earthly securities brings us
back again and again to the purchase of a ticket.
Then, one day we win! Our dreams are fulfilled,
and happiness is on the horizon. Then one day, we
wake up and realize that nothing has really
changed, and I am not as satisfied as I thought I
was or would be. I find myself living in my
incompleteness and with my profound sorrow and
grief. I did not find joy.
Glimpses of joy are possible but not by material
means. They are brought to us through incredible
experiences of connection that bring us face to
face with real and authentic faith, hope, and love.
And, they are glimpses and do not last. The
moment we find ourselves looking back at them,
they are gone, and we find ourselves remembering
the moment in memory. To carry joy within us is to
realize that it is not something I create,
manufacture or even acquire. It is not able to be
purchased. It is a gift. My need for joy mirrors my
need for eternity, for a Creator who has a claim on
the very essence of who I am and desires a home
within me. As C. S. Lewis discovered, joy is a
surprise that speaks to my very soul and is given
as gift by the God who loves me.
The beauty of Advent is found in discovering the
beauty of the gift of joy. God has visited his people
for no other reason than to show them where and
how to find joy! All of our human and earthly joy
experiences are always only glimpses. They never
satisfy us, sustain us or fulfill us. It is only God who
is the joy of my soul. Real, Divine experiences of
joy catch us off guard, make us stop and become
aware, bring a feeling of awe and rightness and
have an eternal Otherness about them. Nothing
created by humans can ever come close to this.
We probably will not fully realize the truth of all of
this until we actually meet God face to face in
heaven one day. Then, in that sacred moment
when our hearts leap for joy we will understand
what we have been tirelessly searching for all
along. Intense gratitude will most surely follow.

Mass Intentions for the Week
MONDAY - December 14 ~ St. John of the Cross
8:30 AM Alice Hrehocik, Loretta Maestle
TUESDAY - December 15 ~ Advent Weekday
8:30AM Courtney Anne Wittman, Judy Berquist
6:00-8:00PM Advent Evening of Penance
Live Stream of Rosary, 7:30pm
WEDNESDAY - December 16 ~ Advent Weekday
8:30 AM Father’s Day Remembrance
THURSDAY - December 17 ~ Advent Weekday
8:30 AM Robert, Steve, Wanda Barzal,
Jackie & Richie Rangal
FRIDAY - December 18 ~ Advent Weekday
8:30 AM Mass for Parishioners
Live Stream of Prayer, 7:30pm
SATURDAY - December 19 ~ Advent Weekday
5:00 PM Mary Cefaratti, Theresa Safigan
Live Stream of Sunday Mass, 5:00pm
SUNDAY – December 20 ~ Fourth Sunday of Advent
8:00 AM Coan-Kokish Family, Kokish Family

Readings for the Week of December 13, 2020
Sunday: Is 61:1-2a, 10-11/Lk 1:46-48, 49-50, 51-54 [Is
61:10b]/1 Thes 5:16-24/Jn 1:6-8, 19-28
Monday: Nm 24:2-7, 15-17a/Ps 25:4-5ab, 6 and 7bc, 8-9 [4]/Mt
21:23-27
Tuesday: Zep 3:1-2, 9-13/Ps 34:2-3, 6-7, 17-18, 19 and 23
[7a]/Mt 21:28-32
Wednesday: Is 45:6b-8, 18, 21c-25/Ps 85:9ab and 10, 11-12,
13-14 [Is 45:8]/Lk 7:18b-23
Thursday: Gn 49:2, 8-10/Ps 72:1-2, 3-4ab, 7-8, 17 [cf. 7]/Mt
1:1-17
Friday: Jer 23:5-8/Ps 72:1-2, 12-13, 18-19 [cf. 7]/Mt 1:18-25
Saturday: Jgs 13:2-7, 24-25a/Ps 71:3-4a, 5-6ab, 16-17 [cf.
8]/Lk 1:5-25
Next Sunday: 2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16/Ps 89:2-3, 4-5, 27,
29 [2a]/Rom 16:25-27/Lk 1:26-3

December 6, 2020 ~ Weekly Offering
Total Collection: $17,241.00 Loose Money: $111.00
Envelopes: $17,130.00 Number envelopes used: 193
Average per envelope: $88.76
Total contributing households: 563

Thank You and God Bless You!!

FROM FATHER KEVIN

Dear Parishioners,
“Rejoice always. Pray without ceasing. In all
circumstances give thanks, for this is the will of God for
you in Christ Jesus.”
Paul wrote these words to people who were growing in their
faith and who were enduring difficult times in the world. He
wrote these words for us today. They take into full account
both the challenges of living as a Christian and the help that
comes to us in Christ to meet those challenges. They are
words of realistic and faith-filled hope for all times. This
Sunday we light the rose candle of the Advent wreath as a
sign of that joy and hope.
The Tuesday Advent Evening of Penance is a good way for
us to demonstrate our hope. What could be more hopeful
than to celebrate Christmas with mind and heart renewed by
God’s forgiving grace? Fr. Steve Breck, Fr. Marty Polito, Fr.
Mark Latcovich and I will minister the sacrament from 6 to
8pm.
The evening will be like the Lenten Evening we have done
for the last couple of years. It will be a time for individual
confessions without an opening prayer service. The main
worship area of the church will be open for prayer. The
priests will be in clearly marked rooms outside of the
worship area. There will be greeters to direct you when you
come.
I want to thank
the Holy Name
Society for our
beautiful manger
scenes here and
at city hall. They
are a wonderful
way to proclaim
the Gospel of
Jesus’s coming.
They are bright lights in the dark of these December nights.
They are a sign of hope in these difficult days.
Peace, Fr Kevin
Christmas Giving
This time of year is when many look to lighten the tax
burden through charitable contributions. I would like to
remind you of some special needs we have. A gift to our
Church or School Endowment will help support our parish
well into the future. Our Guardian Angel fund supports
parish grants to families in need of tuition aid for Catholic
education. Gifts of stock as well as cash are most
welcome. Progressive Insurance and some other
companies will match gifts, so that your gift may be easily
doubled. We will be happy to acknowledge your gift and
their matching gift.

Please Pray…
Please pray for all of our parishioners who
are sick or hospitalized: Joseph Barno, June
Barr, Jeff & Sue Beam, John Belloli, Kathy
Boey, Kate Bramley, Frank Brown, John
Brown, Marc Christovich,
Iris Clarke,
Virginia Cognati, Bob Cozza, John Cutler,
Jackie D’Astolfo, David Doranovic, Paul
Doranovic,
Dustin
Dowen,
Elizabeth
Dravecky, Grace Fiegel, John Finegan, Billy
Foley, Rob Gorgon, Judith Greger, Charlotte
Gulden, Zoe Haas, Barbara Hangman, Mike
Hanlon, Alexandria Marie Hobart, Bill
Homan, Tim Horgan, Maria Horwath, Ed
Hurayt, Ava Jusko, Keith Karel, Katherine
Kirsch, Dick & Irene Kornblum, Jan Kulas,
Lori Lewis, Brian Lloyd, Bud Martello,
Charles McHugh, Isabelle Meyers, Charlie
Moss, Rocco Mastrocola, Barbara Olson,
Jenny Pannella, Anson Papa, Billy Paolucci,
Cindy Pike, Kate Pilotti, Nancy Preble,
Aaron & Missy Reinke, Kris Ruhe, Marty
Sintic, Bill Sprenger, Marsha Szymanski,
Susan Templin, Lisa Tomaro, Joanne
Touhalisky, Greg Usko, Sheryl Yonosik,
Cheryl Wilson, Rose Wolf, Phil Wolfson,
Tom Zelazney, Audrey Zupan, the shut-ins,
those in nursing homes, those needing
prayers, those affected by the Coronavirus
and all of the intentions written in our Book
of Prayers located in the gallery. Many
prayers help.
Please remember to pray for all our sick
and recovering parishioners, families,
and friends. Hospitals do not notify the
parish of admissions.
To add a name for prayers, or to remove
a name, please call the parish office, 9461177 or louise@stjustin.net.
Prayer Line
Please call Theresa Davison, 942-5761, to
add your request to the Prayer Chain. You
can reach the Sisters of Notre Dame prayer
line at 440-279-1163.
Adoration of the Blessed
Sacrament
is Monday through Friday
from 9:00am-2:00pm. All are
welcome.
You can also come and pray
in the chapel on Sunday
from 9:00am to noon.

Evening of Penance

December 15
6:00-8:00PM
Please join us on Tuesday Evening to
receive the graces of the Sacrament of
Reconciliation in preparation for
Christmas. It is through the Sacrament
of Reconciliation that the Church
provides us with the means to make
our relationship right again with God.
The sacrament is one of healing
because through it we find absolution and mercy and
forgiveness. There will be four priests, Father Steve Breck,
Father Marty Polito, Father Mark Latcovich and Father
Liebhardt to safely minister the sacrament. Masks are
required. Social distancing will be practiced.

Charles Hunt, MA
Director of Religious Education
946-3287 charles@stjustin.net
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults —
Becoming Catholic
If you are interested in joining the Catholic
Church, or know someone who is, please
contact Fr. Kevin, Charlie Hunt or an RCIA
Team member. This year, meetings are
held every Wednesday at 7:00 p.m. in the
school’s ATR room. You can reach Charlie
at 946-3287 or Charles@stjustin.net.

Retirement Fund for Religious
(Collection this weekend)
Make a difference. “Every dollar makes a difference in
covering our expenses,” says a Trappist abbot. Hundreds
of US religious communities struggle to provide for aging
members because most senior Catholic sisters, brothers,
and religious order priests served for little pay. Your gift to
the Retirement Fund for Religious helps these
communities bridge the gap, offering support for
medications, nursing care, and other necessities. Please
be generous.

Would you like to be part of
a virtual get together?
We have started a Coffee and
Conversation on Thursday
afternoons at 1:30PM. This
is a virtual meeting that allows
parishioners to gather. It’s
been a while since most of us
have seen each other. You
will need to have some type of device that can be
logged into a Wi-Fi/internet. This will be a new
experience as well as a new experiment. If you think
you are interested EMAIL BETH AT beth@stjustin.net.
Easy log in instructions will be sent to you. We are
planning simple scripture study and games, also.

St. Justin Martyr
Holy Name Society
Paul Misch Scholarship
The St. Justin Martyr Holy
Name Society is again offering
one partial scholarship to those who will be
attending a Catholic high school in
September of next year. This scholarship is
for their Freshman and Sophomore years in
the amount of $2,000.00 for each year. One
student will be chosen on the basis of
financial need, academics and a required
essay. This scholarship is open to all eighth
graders of St. Justin Martyr Parish to assist in
their Catholic high school education.
Applications are available in the Parish Office
or online, www.stjustin.net.

Beth Rossetti, Pastoral Associate beth@stjustin.net
946-1177
@SJM_Teen
Confirmation 2021canidates, our next video session will
this Sunday, December 13 at 7:00PM. All work was due
by 7:00PM on Saturday, December 12.
Prayer Partners for our Confirmation Candidates
2021 are needed. Please go to our website under
current events to see this year’s class and instructions.
Select a prayer partner to pray for all year, contact Beth
with their name. It’s simple!
Prepare the way of the Lord…
December 13 – Third Sunday of Advent
Today’s responsorial psalm is the Magnificat (Canticle of Mary) –
pray the Magnificat this evening. This is prayed with evening prayer
in the Liturgy of the Hours.
December 14 – Feast of St. John of the Cross. Today is the
anniversary of death for Bishop Pevec, say a prayer for him today.
December 15 – Catholic Social Teaching calls us to Care for God’s
Creation. How can you do that today?
December 16 - In today’s Gospel Jesus cures many. How has he
cured you? Have you thanked him?
December 17 – Happy Birthday Pope Francis. Today say a birthday
prayer for the shepherd of our flock. Today also begins the “O
Antiphons” each antiphon is a name of Christ, research them and
pray them.
December 18 - In today’s Gospel we are reminded of St. Joseph’s
courage. Reflect on how God is calling you to demonstrate courage
in serving him.
December 19 – Do you have a favorite Christmas movie or TV
show? Relax and watch it today. Gather your family if possible.
December 20 - The Fourth Sunday of Advent
“Mary said, ‘Behold, I am the handmaid of the Lord. May it be done
to me according to your word.’” (Lk 1:38) Mary had complete trust in
God, saying “yes” to his will. How would you describe your trust in
God?
Christmas Card Writing Campaign
As of the writing of this article we have
collected 2,154 joyous, wonderful
Christmas cards. Last year with 4
parishes gathering at St. Justin we
wrote 1,912. You have surpassed that
with more to come! We have fantastic parishioners! If you would like
to participate in the virtual prayer service this Wednesday, December
16 email beth@stjustin.net.

Rev. Joseph Piskura
Henry Prijatel, brother of Louise Formica
Daniel Walsh, husband of Carole Walsh
Robert Zak, father of Donna Smith
John Belloli, husband of Eleanor Belloli

We are still giving out
food baskets daily and
for Christmas.
We are in need of:
 Hams
 Turkeys
 Boxed potatoes
 Jar gravy
 Jello
While out shopping, why not pick up a
few items and drop them off in the
Gallery or Parish Office.
Our Town and All
Around books are
available
in
the
Parish Office.
They make great
Christmas gifts or
stocking stuffers for
only $28.00
Make checks payable to:
Lake Country Right to Life

Catholic War Veterans
John Paul II Post 1959
Lake County Ohio

The Catholic War Veterans are dedicated
to serving all service members and their
families regardless of their religion.
Membership is open to participating
Catholics, male or female, who have served
on Active Duty for a period of at least 90
days, in the reserve component, or National
Guard, or are currently on active duty in
any branch of the military; specific war time
service is not required.
Our Local John Paul II Post 1959 meets the
first Wednesday of the month at 7:00pm at
St. Mary Magdalene Parish. Questions,
please contact Commander Ken Kirchner,
440-257-2156 or Mike Strainic, 216-4692375.
Available
in the
Parish
Office.

Moral Guidance regarding Vaccines and COVID-19 (23 Nov 2020)
(Prepared by Rev. Joseph Koopman, Moral Theologian- St. Mary Seminary)
With the prospect of the FDA approving one (or more) COVID-19 vaccines within the next few weeks, many
questions have been raised regarding the ethical status of these vaccines (particularly questioning whether
embryonic stem cells or tissue from aborted fetuses were used in their creation, and whether Catholics can morally
receive such vaccines). The following is a brief moral analysis to help provide you some guidance when these
questions arise. Be mindful that this analysis is dependent on current information, and therefore could change once
more information is released. It has only been within the last few days that the findings of some of the vaccines
have been submitted to the FDA for approval, so more information will be forthcoming in the upcoming weeks as
the government and independent researchers have access to data.
•At this point, it appears as if the vaccine created by Pfizer/Biontech, along with the vaccine created by Moderna
have not been created using material of illicit origin (i.e., embryonic stem cells and/or the tissue of aborted
children.) For Catholics, this is great news. Theologically speaking, there are no moral or religious grounds that
would restrict the consciences of Catholics from receiving these vaccines.

•There have been articles and press releases that affirm that, while these above vaccines were not created with
material of illicit origin, there is good reason to believe that these vaccines may have been tested (post production)
utilizing the tissue of aborted fetuses. These articles and statements, therefore, conclude that it is immoral to use
them. This sweeping conclusion is inconsistent with Catholic moral teaching.
A critical question is: “Are Catholics always forbidden to perform an action if it touches upon evil, or cooperates,
somehow, with the evil action of another?” The answer is ‘no’. There certainly are instances when Catholics must
refrain from immoral cooperation. However, Catholic teaching on moral cooperation makes critical distinctions
(mediate/immediate, proximate/remote, etc) to determine the degree or level to which one cooperates in evil. In
some cases, some forms of cooperation, while unfortunate, can be allowed in certain circumstances.
Unfortunately, we live in a fallen world. Dig deep enough, and one finds that many of our actions somehow touch
upon evil and the evil actions of others. While the Church draws a firm line in delineating certain acts of
cooperation as immoral, it does not condemn all actions of cooperation as such. It challenges us to be aware of evil
around us, to always choose the option that involves less evil (or no evil), and to speak and challenge others to
desist from evil. It is for this reason that the Church, in the early months of vaccine development for COVID 19,
boldly challenged (and continues to challenge) researchers and the medical industry to seek moral means of
vaccine production (and to reject the use of material of illicit origin that involved the destruction of unborn life).
Regarding the previous statement regarding the immorality of taking the vaccine because of immoral postproduction testing, or even statements from some bishops that have forbidden vaccines derived from material of
illicit origin, the following paragraph from Dignitas Personae, issued from the CDF under Pope Benedict XVI,
offers critical (and perhaps surprising) conclusions. In speaking of the use of embryonic stem cell lines or the
tissue of aborted children, the document states in no. 35: “Grave reasons may be morally proportionate to justify
the use of such ‘biological material’. Thus, for example, danger to the health of children could permit parents to
use a vaccine which was developed using cell lines of illicit origin, while keeping in mind that everyone has the
duty to make known their disagreement and to ask that their healthcare system make other types of vaccines
available.” While the statement uses the example of the danger to the health of children, the dangers of COVID-19
particularly to our vulnerable elderly or those with compromised health could reasonably be presumed as grave
reason for vaccination. While the Church unequivocally condemns researchers and the medical industry for the
creation, production, and distribution of vaccines produced from embryonic stem cells and from the tissue of
aborted children, the receiving of these vaccines is in another moral category.
•In conclusion, at this point there appears to be no moral issues to prohibit a Catholic from receiving vaccines
produced by Pfizer or Moderna. If other vaccines are released which do have recourse to material of illicit origin,
Catholic moral teaching would direct Catholics to utilize the option that is least morally problematic (i.e., the
vaccines that were not created via such immoral means). Providentially, these two listed vaccines satisfy that
criteria.
As more vaccines are produced, we recommend that you visit the following website, which provides a fairly
complete list of all vaccines, and how they were produced and tested.
Update: COVID-19 Vaccine Candidates and Abortion-Derived Cell Lines | Charlotte Lozier Institute

