5th Sunday in
Ordinary Time
If I only knew then
what I know now,
how different life
would be.
This sentiment, expressed in myriad ways, is found on
every human being’s lips at one point or another. Life
may have brought us to a vulnerable place where we
see some of the poor choices we made and the effects
they are having. Perhaps we fell into some destructive
and dysfunctional relationships or behaviors and are
finding how they held us captive. Our zeal and passion
for life may have drifted away and we are waking up to
the reasons apathy has taken hold. Life can be hard. In
fact, some would describe their lives as a drudgery.
They walk through each day with an anxious
unsettledness, wondering when their restlessness will
cease. There is a temptation to believe that what I see
is all I will get. Mortality and hopelessness await the
dawn. If I could only have known what would come in
the future, I could have made better choices and
avoided all of this misery!
Really? While we can certainly give into weakness, sin,
impulsiveness, and idiosyncrasies that cause us to
stumble over ourselves, life is really a journey. If we
don’t make the mistake of wallowing in the mire of selfpity and realize the new life God is calling us to, then
there are thrills, adventures, surprises, and soulsearching graces we can surely miss. We are not
tethered to our past nor are we bound to the ills life can
bring upon us. We are never hopeless or helpless. The
problem is that our myopic vision only allows us to see
the misery and misfortune that is before us, not the
potential that can come from choosing healthier and
more life-giving options. Jesus came that we might
have fullness of life. We need to learn how to reach for
Jesus’ hand and let him help us to our feet.
We need to allow God into our pain and heal our past.
We have to wrestle with our histories, agonize and
search and cry out for the Divine healing we need to
restore our faith, hope, and love. Job could not see how
his story would end or trust the guidance of the God
who called him. We live in that same blindness and
suffer from the same lack of confidence. Once we allow
ourselves to be touched by God’s healing power, we
begin to see that all of the pieces of our lives are
necessary parts of a greater whole. Along the way of
our lives, God uses our omissions and failures to create
new things and possibilities. When doors close, others
open and we can be amazed by the joyful and
unexpected surprises we receive. Once we know the
power of God’s creative, healing, life-giving, forgiving,
and dynamic presence, it is no wonder we want to put
ourselves at the service of others and show them what
life can be.

Mass Intentions for the Week
MONDAY - February 8 ~ Weekday
8:30 AM Rev. Ernest Hepner
TUESDAY - February 9 ~ Weekday
8:30 AM Clyde Holmes, Friends
Live Stream of Rosary, 7:30pm
WEDNESDAY - February 10 ~ St. Scholastica
8:30 AM Laverne King, Friends
THURSDAY - February 11 ~ Our Lady of Lourdes
8:30 AM Anniversary Mass for Father Lambur
FRIDAY– February 12 ~ Weekday
8:30 AM Rev. Joseph Mecir
SATURDAY - February 13 ~ Weekday
5:00PM Alice Guzay, Friends
Live Stream of Sunday Mass, 5:00pm
SUNDAY – February 14
~ 5th Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00 AM Special Intention, Tom & Kathy McCoy
10:30 AM Greg Stefaniak, Hobart Family

Readings for the week of February 8, 2021
Sunday: Jb 7:1-4, 6-7/Ps 147:1-2, 3-4, 5-6 [cf. 3a]/1
Cor 9:16-19, 22-23/Mk 1:29-39
Monday: Gn 1:1-19/Ps 104:1-2a, 5-6, 10 and 12,
24 and 35c [31b]/Mk 6:53-56
Tuesday: Gn 1:20—2:4a/Ps 8:4-5, 6-7, 8-9 [2ab]/
Mk 7:1-13
Wednesday: Gn 2:4b-9, 15-17/Ps 104:1-2a, 27-28,
29bc-30 [1a]/Mk 7:14-23
Thursday: Gn 2:18-25/Ps 128:1-2, 3, 4-5 [cf. 1a]/
Mk 7:24-30
Friday: Gn 3:1-8/Ps 32:1-2, 5, 6, 7 [1a]/Mk 7:31-37
Saturday: Gn 3:9-24/Ps 90:2, 3-4abc, 5-6, 12-13
[1]/Mk 8:1-10
Next Sunday: Lv 13:1-2, 44-46/Ps 32:1-2, 5, 11
[7]/1 Cor 10:31—11:1/Mk 1:40-45

January 31 ~ Weekly Offering
Collection: $ 6,474.00 Loose Money: $90.00
Envelopes: $6,384.00
Number of envelopes used: 120
Average per envelope: $53.20
Total contributing households: 281

Thank You and God Bless You!!

From Father Kevin…
Dear Parishioners,
Jesus is with us all our days, so we look to the future with
hope. To help us listen to the Lord and look to the future,
St. Justin Martyr and all the parishes of the Cleveland
Diocese are participating in a planning initiative titled
CALLED FOR MORE. This initiative is funded by a
special grant from the Lilly Endowment.
You are critical for our parish. Beginning February 20 in
the first week of Lent we ask you to participate in a parish
survey about discipleship. The survey will ask you to
reflect on your own spiritual growth and enable you to
provide feedback on our parish’s efforts to help you grow.
It will be available on-line and in paper form. All responses
will be confidential and the parish will only receive
information about the community as whole. We will share
more access information with you closer to the launch of
the survey.
One thing you can do now is update your email and/or
telephone number for our parish census. Many people
have done this in the last few months. You can send an
email to the parish office or drop a note in the mail or
collection box.
We are trying to get the highest response rate possible.
This information will be invaluable to me and to our
various ministries as we plan for the future and strive to
be the best disciples we can be. We will receive the
results this spring/summer at which time we will share
what we have learned with the entire parish.
Peace, Fr Kevin

Please Pray…
Please pray for all of our parishioners who are
sick or hospitalized: June Barr, Jeff & Sue
Beam, Kathy Boey, Kate Bramley, Frank Brown,
John Brown, Marc Christovich, Iris Clarke,
Virginia Cognati, Bob Cozza, John Cutler, Billy
Foley, Katherine Kirsch, Brian Lloyd, Bud
Martello, Isabelle Meyers, Charlie Moss, Jenny
Pannella, Cindy Pike, Joyce Russo, Dorothy
Strand, Phil Wolfson, Tom Zelazney, Audrey
Zupan, the shut-ins, those in nursing homes,
those needing prayers, those affected by the
Coronavirus and all of the intentions written in
our Book of Prayers located in the gallery. Many
prayers help.
Please remember to pray for all our sick and
recovering parishioners, families, and
friends. Hospitals do not notify the parish of
admissions. To add a name for prayers,
please call the parish office, 946-1177 or
louise@stjustin.net
Names will be removed after 3 months
unless otherwise notified. Thank you for
your understanding.
Prayer Line
Please call Theresa Davison, 942-5761, to add
your request to the Prayer Chain. You can
reach the Sisters of Notre Dame prayer line at
440-279-1163.
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
is Monday through Friday from 9:00am-2:00pm.
All are welcome.

Blessings And The Pandemic
Ash Wednesday

Catholics around the world traditionally mark Ash Wednesday – the first day of Lent – by
attending Mass and receiving consecrated ashes as a symbol of their duty to pray, fast
and abstain from eating meat and do charitable works (almsgiving). Ash Wednesday,
which is not a holy day of obligation, falls on Feb. 17 this year.
However, a new procedure will be used. The priest will bless the ashes with holy water and then only once
say one of the formulas from the Roman Missal – either “Repent, and believe in the Gospel,” or
“Remember that you are dust, and unto dust you shall return.”
Here at St. Justin you have 2 choices:
1) We will bless small envelopes of ashes. After Mass, if you wish, you can take one home and mark your
forehead with the ashes. Any remaining ashes may be placed in a planting bed on the ground outside.
The envelope can be disposed of in the trash.
2) If you wish to receive ashes after Mass, the priest will distribute ashes to the faithful by sprinkling ashes
on the head of each person without saying anything, thus avoiding physical contact. This method is a
common practice in some other countries, but is not well known in the United States. There is no
requirement for anyone to receive ashes in this way.

Ash Wednesday ~
February 16
Mass Schedule
6:30AM, 10:00AM,
5:00PM, 7:00PM
Ash Wednesday is a day of
abstinence from meat and
also a day of fasting, which
limits us to a single full meal and two small meals
with no eating in between. Fasting binds all
Catholics from their 18th birthday until their 59th
birthday. Abstinence binds all Catholics 14 years
and older.
See information in front of bulletin for distribution of
ashes.

Many parishioners received letters in January
inviting their support of the 2021 Annual Appeal.
Your support will help serve those individuals who
are most in need and most vulnerable. From
Matthew’s gospel: Whatever you did for the least of
these, you did it for me. When we feed the hungry,
take care of the sick, and welcome the stranger, we
are also serving Jesus himself. We invite you to
view stories of inspiration and more information at
CatholicCommunity.org/2021Appeal
We pray, Through the faces of those with
disabilities, those with addiction, and those who
strive for a brighter future, may we see the face of
Christ and respond to the Catholic Charities Annual
Appeal in a way that speaks to their dignity. We
pray...
Family Perspective
Jesus’s day in Capernaum is punctuated by
healings. Last week we read in the gospel of how,
while at synagogue, he frees a man from an
unclean spirit by rebuking the spirit. In the first
reading Job laments, “My days...come to an end
without hope.” Have you ever found yourself in a
similar position of despair?
What sustains your family life through challenging
times? Where do you turn for healing and
strength? In the gospel, Jesus rises early and
goes off “to a deserted place” to pray.
Where and when do you find silence and solitude
to be with God?

The NEW CLUB 200
The numbers for the Holy
Name Society New CLUB
200 are on sale starting this
weekend, before and after
the Masses. Tickets are $20 each.
Stop by, with masks on and proper social
distancing, to pick your favorite
numbers before they are gone. If
you really need to, call Joe Cattani,
Monday thru Fridays, at 440-9461589, and we’ll get you a number.

Vocations at the Crossroads
A reminder that the Vocations at the Crossroads
pack is available in the parish office to take
home. In the meantime, to continue praying for
vocations why not say the following prayer for
our priests:
Jesus, thank You for forgiving our sins and giving
us Yourself in the Eucharist through Your priests.
Please send many good priests to provide us
with the sacraments and to teach the Good
News. Fill all priests with a great love for You,
especially those who minister to us. Master of
the Harvest, hear our prayer. Amen.

2020 Contribution Statements
If you want a statement of your 2020
contributions, simply cut out this form and return
it to the Parish Office or drop it in the collection
basket.
You may then pick up your statement in the
Parish Office, have it sent to your email or
mailed.
You may also call, 946-1177
or e-mail maryann @stjustin.net.
Name: _________________________________
Envelope No. ____________
I’ll pick up in the Church Office
Please e-mail my contribution
Email: _________________________________
Please mail my contribution
Address: _______________________________
City, State, Zip: _________________________

This
Sunday
we
celebrate World Day
for Consecrated Life.

Thank You!
For all those who donated items on Christmas Eve to Birthright. We
collected some items for the babies and donated $331 to help those
in need.
Birthright Lake, Inc. offers free, non-judgmental, confidential help
and guidance to pregnant women and families, with babies and small
children, who are struggling due to personal and/or financial
difficulties. They are dedicated to helping through tangible, positive
and loving support.

I Resolve…

We recognize and
give thanks for those
who have consecrated
their lives to God and the Church
through the vows of poverty, chastity,
and obedience.
The consecrated life is one way that
women and men live out their
baptismal commitment as followers of
Jesus. Please pray for all those who
have made commitments in the
consecrated life, and be sure to thank
them on their special day.

Homeward Bound

to be a better person
to volunteer in Church activities
to invite an inactive Catholic back to church
to be a better Christian...we only get one chance
to go around in this life, I want to make it count with few regrets
If you want to talk with a non judgmental Catholic...give me a
call, Ron Mona, 440-942-2887 or email, rrmona at yahoo.com.

Thank you!

Mark your calendar to join with
supporters of 40 Days for Life and
Lake County Right to Life at the
Kickoff Rally/Winter Event beginning
at 2 PM in the gym at Our Lady of
Mount Carmel Church on February
14. We will head outside to busy
Euclid Ave. for a sidewalk witness to
LIFE! Signs will be provided, but don't
forget your winter coat!
We will head back inside the gym of
Our Lady of Mount Carmel Church for
pizza and beverages. Sarah Quale
will be the Keynote Speaker and the
topic is "Human Sex Trafficking and
its Link to Abortion."

Our Lady of Lourdes Novena
at St. Mary Magdalene
Join us for this powerful Novena as we pray to Our
Lady of Lourdes.
Due to COVID restrictions, we will not be having
speakers. After Novena prayers, a short reflection
will be shared. Bring your rosary, intentions and
pray for our country and our world.
February 11 ~ 7:00pm Mass and Novena
(Participants for Marian Consecration will attend this Mass)
February 12 ~ 7:00pm
February 13 ~ 6:00pm immediately after 4:30 Mass
February 14, 15, 16 ~ 7:00pm
February 17 ~ 6:15pm Novena after Ash Wed. Mass at 7:00pm
February 18 ~ 7:00pm
February 19 ~ 6:30pm closing Mass, Anointing, Adoration

Happy February! Thank you!
At our January 24 blood drive
we registered 47 donors collected
41 pints on our 26-pint goal!
So far we have 7 donors scheduled
for our February 28 drive BLOOD
DRIVE..please sign up soon!
Lambur Hall
Sunday, February 28, 2021
8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
Schedule an appointment online at
RedCrossBlood.org and enter
sponsor code: Stjustinmartyr or
call 1-800-RED-CROSS

Charles Hunt, MA
Director of Religious Education
946-3287 charles@stjustin.net
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults—RCIA
Becoming Catholic
St. Justin Parish is blessed to have a young man,
Joshua Vannoy, preparing to receive the
Sacraments of Initiation at this year’s Easter Vigil.
Please pray for Joshua and all those preparing to
be fully united with Christ and His Church.
If you are interested in joining the Catholic Church,
or know someone who is, please contact Fr. Kevin,
Charlie Hunt or an RCIA Team member. This year,
meetings are held every Wednesday at 7:00 p.m. in
the school’s ATR room. You can reach Charlie at
946-3287 or Charles@stjustin.net.

Beth Rossetti, Pastoral Associate
946-1177
beth@stjustin.net

@SJM_Teen
Our next “Called to Mercy Session
will be next Sunday, February 14 at
7:00PM. Module 5 will be due on
Saturday, February 6 at noon. There
will be NO worksheets due this month. NOTE:
the date change.
Funeral Ministry
We are in need of volunteers for
our funeral ministry. This ministry
provides support for our funeral
Masses. Needed are greeters to
pass out worship aids and usher, Extra-Ordinary
Ministers of the Eucharist to distribute
Communion and servers to serve the Mass. You
will be trained for all positions. If you are
interested contact Beth Rossetti at the above
email.
If you are on a leave of absence from this
ministry due to COVID and are now comfortable
with attending Mass and would like to become
active again please let me know.
Lent is just around the corner. Are you ready for
Lent? Have you thought about what you will do
different this Lent? Stay tuned for weekly ways
to improve your Lent.

Would you like to be part
of a virtual get together?

Protecting God’s Children
The Diocese of Cleveland’s “Protecting God’s Children”
program is vigilant in its efforts to raise awareness and
protect children from sexual abuse. To report any past
or present suspected inappropriate behavior toward
children by priests, deacons, religious, lay ecclesial
ministers, or personnel associated in any way with the
Church, please contact the Diocesan Response
Services office at 216-334-2999 or via email at
response_services@dioceseofcleveland.org

We have started a Coffee and Conversation on
Thursday afternoons at 2:00PM, our next
chat will be on February 11 at 2:00PM (note
time change). This is a virtual meeting that
allows parishioners to gather. This is a casual
gathering and you can join any week you would
like. Send Beth your email address, you will
receive the invitation link and email every week.
Log on when you wish. You will need to have
some type of device that can be logged into a
Wi-Fi/internet.
If you think you are interested EMAIL BETH AT
beth@stjustin.net. Easy log in instructions will
be sent to you. These have been working out
great! Hope you can join us!

