Is there something to Lent
that goes beyond our own
spiritual house cleaning and
spiritual
refinement?
Yes,
there is! It has to do with
listening and learning so that
we can take up the task of the
Gospel with greater clarity and
fortitude. While the spiritual
refocusing
of
Lent
is
necessary, the fruit of this
Lenten conversion has much more to do with learning
how we can be a better Church than it does about our
eternal salvation. Salvation is a gift that flows out of
God’s unconditional Mercy and cannot be merited. The
spiritual maturity we can experience as a result of our
Lenten disciplines serves to reduce the anxiety and
apprehension we may experience as messengers of
good, but very challenging, and unsettling, news.
St. Oscar Romero said that, “a church that doesn’t
provoke any crises, a gospel that doesn’t unsettle, a
word of God that doesn’t get under anyone’s skin, a
word of God that doesn’t touch the real sin of the
society in which it is being proclaimed, what gospel is
that?” When we listen to those descriptive and
provocative words, do they resonate with anything in
our experience? As messengers of the Gospel, we are
called to bring an unsettling message to the world. If our
main concern is protecting our self-interests, then we
are missing something huge! Many really struggle with
being rejected, dismissed, or perceived as someone
who is speaking out of turn. There is a counter cultural
message that must be preached that clearly sides with
the poor, marginalized, victimized, oppressed,
neglected, disregarded, and lost souls throughout the
world. There is a widespread misery among the peoples
that is all too often allowed to fester with no one coming
forward to offer a change or resolution.
The Church can speak to the needed structural
changes that will allow people to earn just wages, feed
their families and share abundantly and equally in the
gifts of God’s good earth. Such a vision is not some
optimistic fairy tale, but the vision of the Creator himself.
Lent reminds us, as St. Oscar Romero also states, that,
“we are workers, not master builder, ministers, not
messiahs. We are prophets of a future not our own.”
We are not called to labor simply for the benefit of the
here and now but of the “what is to come.” Our myopic
vision can be replaced by a more far reaching Lenten
vision that is much greater and deeper in scope. As
long as we are carrying the right blueprints with us and
our thoughts extend beyond ourselves, then even the
little things we do and the simplest prayer we utter go a
long way. They give witness to our preference for the
light of Christ and not the darkness of error and sin.

Mass Intentions for the Week
MONDAY - March 15 ~ Weekday
8:30 AM Norman & Anna Klick, Kathy Klick
TUESDAY - March 16~ Lenten Weekday
8:30 AM Mother’s Day Remembrance
Live Stream of Rosary, 7:30pm
WEDNESDAY - March 17 ~ Lenten Weekday
8:30 AM Ray Vanagas, Don & Loretta Vanagas
THURSDAY - March 18 ~ Lenten Weekday
8:30 AM All Souls Remembrance
FRIDAY– March 19 ~ St. Joseph Spouse of BVM
8:30 AM JoAnne Topoly, Joseph (husband)
7:30PM Stations of the Cross
SATURDAY - March 20 ~ Lenten Weekday
5:00PM Joso Cindric, Chris & Sue Schock
Live Stream of Sunday Mass, 5:00pm
SUNDAY – March 21
FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT
8:00 AM Mass for Parishioners
10:30 AM Charles Schulz

Readings for the week of March 14, 2021
Sunday: 2 Chr 36:14-16, 19-23/Ps 137:1-2, 3, 4-5,
6 [6ab]/Eph 2:4-10/Jn 3:14-21 or
1 Sm 16:1b, 6-7, 10-13a/Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4m 5, 6
[1]/Eph 5:8-14/Jn 9:1-41 or 9:1, 6-9, 13-17, 34-38
Monday: Is 65:17-21/Ps 30:2 and 4, 5-6, 11-12a and
13b [2a]/Jn 4:43-54
Tuesday: Ez 47:1-9, 12/Ps 46:2-3, 5-6, 8-9 [8]/Jn
5:1-16
Wednesday: Is 49:8-15/Ps 145:8-9, 13cd-14, 17-18
[8a]/Jn 5:17-30
Thursday: Ex 32:7-14/Ps 106:19-20, 21-22, 23
[4a]/Jn 5:31-47
Friday: 2 Sm 7:4-5a, 12-14a, 16/Ps 89:2-3, 4-5, 27,
29 [37]/Rom 4:13, 16-18, 22/Mt 1:16, 18-21, 24a or
Lk 2:41-51a
Saturday: Jer 11:18-20/Ps 7:2-3, 9bc-10, 11-12
[2a]/Jn 7:40-53
Next Sunday: Jer 31:31-34/Ps 51:3-4, 12-13, 14-15
[12a]/Heb 5:7-9/Jn 12:20-33 or Ez 37:12-14/Rom
8:8-11/Ps 130:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8 [7]/Jn 11:1-45
or 11:3-7, 17, 20-27, 33b-45

From Father Kevin…

Please Pray…

Dear Parishioners,
“God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the
world, but that the world might be saved through him.”
It is easy for us in our deeply divided world to forget
God’s view of us. What we see all too clearly are the
things that divide us. We tend to believe that these
divisions must be as they are. We often fail to see how
our sins and those of others make our differences into
these divisions. We miss the opportunity for repentance,
reconciliation and new life.
Some of the gospel’s favorite analogies for faith are
“seeing” and “living in the light”. The gospels do not
downplay the darkness and divisions of our world but
they do want us to experience and recognize the grace
of God at work overcoming them. The gospels tell us
that we must decide between the light and the darkness
and then we must act on that decision. Christ is the true
light of the world. By putting our faith in Him we “come
into the light, to make clear that our deeds are done in
God”.
Lent is the privileged time for reconciliation. How are we
doing at being reconciled and reconciling others?
I want to thank the over 200 parishioners who have
helped the parish by answering the Disciple Maker Index
Survey so far. There is still time to join in this effort. The
end date is March 22. The 10 to 15 minutes you spend
reflecting on your spiritual journey and our parish
community is a great Lenten exercise. It will strengthen
our response to God’s call to a more abundant life with
Jesus.
Peace, Father Kevin

Please pray for all of our parishioners who are
sick or hospitalized: Margaret Abel, June Barr,
Jeff & Sue Beam, Kathy Boey, Kate Bramley,
Frank Brown, John Brown, Sandy Cassidy,
Marc Christovich, Iris Clarke, Virginia Cognati,
Bob Cozza, John Cutler, Angela Draghija, Billy
Foley, Katherine Kirsch, Brian Lloyd, Bud
Martello, Isabelle Meyers, Charlie Moss, Jenny
Pannella, Cindy Pike, Kate Pilotti, Joyce
Russo, Dorothy Strand, Phil Wolfson, Tom
Zelazney, Audrey Zupan, the shut-ins, those
in nursing homes, those needing prayers,
those affected by the Coronavirus and all of
the intentions written in our Book of Prayers
located in the gallery. Many prayers help.
Please remember to pray for all our sick
and recovering parishioners, families, and
friends. Hospitals do not notify the parish
of admissions. To add a name for prayers,
please call the parish office, 946-1177 or
louise@stjustin.net
Prayer Line
Please call Theresa Davison, 942-5761, to
add your request to the Prayer Chain. You
can reach the Sisters of Notre Dame prayer
line at 440-279-1163.
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
is Monday through Friday from 9:00am2:00pm. All are welcome.
You can also come and pray in the chapel on
Sunday from 9:00am to noon.

PLEASE complete survey as soon as possible.
Go

ONLINE to www.stjustin.net. Click on the red tab
Disciple Maker Index. Click on “Take Our Survey”
OR

print a copy from our website, fill out and
sjmoffice@stjustin.net or return to the office.
Pick

E-MAIL to

up a HARD COPY in the Gallery. Return to the Parish Office.

February 20 to March 22

We need surveys especially from families with school-age children.

IMPORTANT NOTICE:
This year, the solemnity of St. Joseph (March 19) falls on a Friday. As a solemnity, the requirement to
abstain from meat on the Fridays within the season of Lent is dispensed for that day (see canon
1251).
If they chose to make use of this special dispensation, the faithful are encouraged to choose another day
during the week March 15-20 to abstain from meat as part of their Lenten observances.

Palm Weaving
Tune into a webinar on how to weave palm on Palm
Sunday at 1:00PM. Get quite a few pieces of Palm at
Mass and learn how to weave. Register at
beth@stjustin.net by March 25.

Live Streaming of Funeral Masses
Please note that St. Justin will now live stream any
Funeral Mass at the request of the family.

Do you miss seeing your St. Justin Martyr
friends? Would you like to be part of a virtual get
together? We have started a Coffee and
Conversation on Thursday afternoons at 2:00PM,
our next chat will be on March 18 at 2:00PM If you
are interested EMAIL BETH AT beth@stjustin.net.
Get your friends to join in and see each other. Easy
log in instructions will be sent to you.

Family Perspective
Today’s gospel refers to an event that occurred as
the people of Israel sojourned in the desert after
their escape from slavery in Egypt and before
entering into the Promised land. The people, weary
from their travel, complain bitterly against God and
Moses. It was for sure a time of darkness for them.
In today’s gospel, Jesus tells Nicodemus, “The light
came into the world, but people preferred darkness
to light.” Where do you perceive light encountering
darkness in your family and community at this
moment?
Help Needed
The sacristans, who help prepare the altars in
the chapel and church, make sure proper candles are available and ready, clean the vessels
and cloths used during the liturgy, are in need of
additional help. No monthly meetings to attend.
We are in need of a person to help on a rotation
basis on Saturday mornings for a couple hours.
For more information, please contact the parish
office or call Loretta at 942-7396. Won’t you consider helping in this special way?

The NEW CLUB 200
The Holy Name Society is happy to
announce that all 200 numbers for
the CLUB 200 have been sold. We
send our heartfelt thanks for your
great support. The drawing for prizes will be held
this Sunday, March 14th after the 10:30 Mass crowd
has left the church. We remind you that those
staying for the drawing will need masks, and social
distancing will be enforced. We also remind you that
you do not need to be present to win. It's your
choice. Thanks again.

2020 Contribution Statements
If you want a statement of your 2020
contributions, simply cut out this form and return
it to the Parish Office or drop it in the collection
basket.
You may then pick up your statement in the
Parish Office, have it sent to your email or
mailed.
You may also call, 946-1177
or e-mail maryann @stjustin.net.
Name: _________________________________
Envelope No. ____________
I’ll pick up in the Church Office
Please e-mail my contribution
Email: _________________________________
Please mail my contribution
Address: _______________________________
City, State, Zip: _________________________

March 7 ~ Weekly Offering
Collection: $10,967.03
Loose Money:$85.00 Envelopes used: 179

Don’t forget to
set your clocks
forward one
hour on Sunday,
March 14 at 2:00
AM!

Envelopes: $10,882.03
Average per envelope: $60.79
Total contributing households: 357

Thank You and God Bless You!!

This weekend we take up The Catholic Relief Services
Collection to help Jesus in disguise. This collection
helps six Catholic agencies to provide relief and support
for struggling communities and to work for peace and reconciliation among our marginalized brothers and sisters
here and around the world. Please prayerfully consider
how you can support the collection. Learn more about the
collection at www.usccb.org/catholic-relief.

Our parish still has a subscription to
FORMED, an on-line Joseph of Nazareth:
The Story of the Man Closest to Christ
The first feature film ever on the story of St.
Joseph, who was a carpenter, the husband
of Mary, and the foster father of Jesus
Christ. Scripture tells us that St. Joseph was
a "just man" and that God gave him the most
daunting task ever asked of a man–to be the
husband of the woman who would give birth
to the Messiah and the father and protector
of this Holy Family. He would be the man
closest to Christ.

https://watch.formed.org/joseph-ofnazareth-the-story-of-the-man-closest-tochrist

Welcome Child of God
Alexandria Marie Hobart

STATIONS OF THE CROSS LIVE-STREAMED
You can participate in the Stations of the Cross, livestreamed from the Cathedral of St. John the Evangelist at
5:10 PM on Fridays during Lent.
This 14-step devotional commemorates Jesus’ last day on
earth, following his Passion and Crucifixion in a format
similar to a minipilgrimage:
https://www.dioceseofcleveland.org/
news/2021/02/24/livestreamed-stations-of-thecross-offeredon-fridays-in-lent

Vocations at the
Crossroads
A reminder that the
Vocations
at
the
Crossroads pack is
available in the parish
office to take home. In
the
meantime,
to
continue praying for
vocations why not say
the following prayer for our brothers:
Lord, bless those people who privately
make vows to You and live on their
own, not in a community. As they bring
Your Gospel to their neighborhoods
and workplaces, may their lives be a
blessing for us all. Call more people to
live this active Christian way of life.
Master of the Harvest, hear our prayer.
Amen.

Charles Hunt, MA
Director of Religious Education
946-3287 charles@stjustin.net
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults—RCIA
Becoming Catholic

The RCIA phase of Purification & Enlightenment takes place
during Lent, and is marked by three rites known as
Scrutinies. During these rites, the unbaptized elect, as
well as the parish community, focus on conversion and
‘scrutinize’ their lives in light of the Gospel. The Scrutinies
coincide with the 3rd, 4th and 5th Sunday's of Lent,
providing an opportunity to ask God for healing and
forgiveness of the elect. The 2nd Scrutiny will be celebrated
at the 5:00 PM Vigil Mass. Please continue to pray for our
elect, Joshua Vannoy.

Year of St. Joseph

Beth Rossetti, Pastoral Associate
946-1177
beth@stjustin.net

@SJM_Teen
Our next “Called to Mercy Session will
be this Sunday, March 14 at 7:00PM.
Module 7 is due. Your work was due on
March 13 at noon.
Funeral Ministry – We are in need of
volunteers for our funeral ministry. This
ministry provides support for our funeral
Masses. Needed are greeters to pass
out worship aids and usher, ExtraOrdinary Ministers of the Eucharist to distribute
Communion and servers to serve the Mass. You will
be trained for all positions. If you are interested
contact Beth Rossetti in the parish office or at the
above email.
If you on a leave of absence from this ministry due to
COVID and are now comfortable with attending Mass
and would like to become active again please let me
know. Thank you to those who have received the call
to rejoin this ministry.
Fourth week of Lent
Fourth Sunday of Lent March 14 - Think of a person
who you have hurt or judged, or any action that
comes to mind that you know was wrong? How can
you mend this?

March 15 – Go on a meditative walk today it
doesn’t have to be far or just sit and meditate.
Catholic Humor

March 16 – STOP— take time for yourself. It’s
been a year of living a different way. Remember
God is near.
March 17 –Memorial of St. Patrick, the “Apostle
to Ireland”! He wrote, “Our way to repay God is
to exalt him and confess his wonders before
every nation under heaven.” How do you do
this?
March 18 – St. Cyril of Jerusalem, honored
today. He is known for his “Catechetical
Instructions.” Say a prayer of thanksgiving for
the catechists of St. Justin Martyr and all
catechists.
March 19 – Solemnity of St. Joseph
To
celebrate the Year of St. Joseph, let us pray for
all fathers, that through the example of St.
Joseph who cared for Jesus’, they may fully
embrace their vocation and accept the privilege
and responsibility of caring for their children.
March 20 – Pray for newness in your heart and
look around you for newness on the earth.
Happy Spring!

