Many prefer a “create as you
go” approach to life where
laws and protocols primarily
exist to secure and protect
liberties rather than dictate
and outline proper and right
behavior. There are no real
benchmarks for acceptable
ethical and moral behavior, with a “you can’t tell me
what to do” attitude prevailing. Parents are even limited
in what they can request of their children, and dealing
with threatening behaviors, especially from adults, are a
challenge as well. Acceptable and expected conduct
seems to amount to safeguarding each other’s space
rather than increasing awareness of necessary
relationships that require a more refined and higher
response.
We have lost our axis to the world of “anything goes”
and no longer see the Ten Commandments as practical
and wise guideposts to effective living. We live on
“relativism island” where only a possible suggestion to
“love and do not harm” may be the only standard able
to be preached. While Jesus most certainly emphasized
love above anything else, it was never about warm
fuzzy feelings or halfhearted humanitarian efforts. The
love of which Jesus spoke establishes an intimate
connection with God, neighbor, self, and creation.
Because this love, who is God Himself, is at the
foundational core of our lives, it demands actions and
attitudes that serve to build up, increase, and free up
those relationships. Love requires proper conduct.
Preserving and enhancing these love centered
relationships is at the heart of the Ten Commandments
(and the Beatitudes) and the reason for Jesus’ display
of anger in the temple.
The Ten Commandments can save the world from
turmoil and conflict by instilling basic moral and
relational principles within us. They also hold a healthy
sense of sin in balance and always remind us of our
relationship with God and the freedom God offers. Our
faith preserves these jewels of truth that we often look
beyond, dismiss altogether, or seek to remove from
public view. Human beings can be so arrogant at times.
Our Lenten journey, especially when embarked upon
with sincerity and resolve, can restore all of our
essential relationships. When we get absorbed in life’s
preoccupations and demands, things can quickly get
distorted and we can find ourselves way off track. In
short, we find ourselves in sin. Humanity is losing a
sense of both grace and sin. We need both to
understand what is real and true. Until we do, the
oppressive systems and ideologies that hurt so many
will never change. We will never change. We are
grateful for those courageous souls who willingly
embrace the conversion and hard work Lent demands
and stand against antiquated systems and ideologies.
They give us hope that all is not lost.

Mass Intentions for the Week
MONDAY - March 8 ~ Weekday
8:30 AM Mass for Parishioners
TUESDAY - March 9~ Lenten Weekday
8:30 AM Mary DeBord, Ralph & Roberta Smearman
Live Stream of Rosary, 7:30pm
WEDNESDAY - March 10 ~ Lenten Weekday
8:30 AM David A. Pecjak (B), Cathy & Robert
Coffman
THURSDAY - March 11 ~ Lenten Weekday
8:30 AM Charles Homan, Bill & Pat Homan
FRIDAY– March 12 ~ Lenten Weekday
8:30 AM Terry Liebhardt (A), Family
7:30PM Stations of the Cross
SATURDAY - March 13 ~ Lenten Weekday
10:00AM Kathleen Lombard Mass
5:00PM Joseph & Clara Donatelli, Valaitis Family
Live Stream of Sunday Mass, 5:00pm
SUNDAY – March 14
FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT
8:00 AM Mass for Parishioners
10:30 AM Johnny Hunt, Theresa Hunt

Rest in Peace

Dolores Scheid, wife of Don Scheid
Michelle Mascella, wife of Steve Mascella, Jr.
Readings for the week of March 7, 2021
Sunday:
Ex 20:1-17 or 20:1-3, 7-8, 12-17/Ps 19:8,
9, 10, 11 [Jn 6:68c]/1 Cor 1:22-25/Jn 2:1325 OR Ex 17:3-7/Ps 95:1-2, 6-7, 8-9 [8]/
Rom 5:1-2, 5-8/Jn 4:5-42 or 4:5-15, 19b26, 39a, 40-42
Monday:
2 Kgs 5:1-15ab/Ps 42:2, 3; 43:3, 4 [cf
42:3]/Lk 4:24-30
Tuesday:
Dn 3:25, 34-43/Ps 25:4-5ab, 6 and 7bc, 89 [6a]/Mt 18:21-35
Wednesday: Dt 4:1, 5-9/Ps 147:12-13, 15-16, 19-20]/Mt
5:17-19
Thursday:
Jer 7:23-28/Ps 95:1-2, 6-7, 8-9 [8]/Lk
11:14-23
Friday:
Hos 14:2-10/Ps 81:6c-8a, 8bc-9, 10-11ab,
14 and 17 [cf. 11 and 9a]/Mk 12:28-34
Saturday:
Hos 6:1-6/Ps 51:3-4, 18-19, 20-21ab [cf.
Hos 6:6]/Lk 18:9-14
Next Sunday: 2 Chr 36:14-16, 19-23/Ps 137:1-2, 3, 4-5,
6 [6ab]/Eph 2:4-10/Jn 3:14-21 OR 1 Sm
16:1b, 6-7, 10-13a/Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4m
5, 6 [1]/Eph 5:8-14Jn 9:1-41 or 9:1, 6
-9, 13-17, 34-38

From Father Kevin…
Dear Parishioners,
This week’s Gospel tells us of Jesus’ cleansing of the
temple, a sign of His love for His Father and His Father’s
house. In the last part of the Gospel, John tells us that
Jesus was not impressed by His sudden popularity among
some of the people. He writes: “But Jesus would not trust
Himself to them because He knew them all, and did not
need anyone to testify about human nature. He Himself
understood it well.”
Yet at each Mass, Jesus does indeed trust Himself to us.
He gives Himself to us in the Eucharist. He sends us out to
be His presence, bringing life to the world. He still
understands us. He also understands how much His death
and Resurrection can change us when we follow Him
unreservedly. Let us prove worthy of His trust in us.
With Joshua Bannoy, we celebrate today the first scrutiny,
a prayer of purification. These three solemn celebrations
are times of soul-searching and repentance for
catechumens and all the faithful. They uncover and heal all
that is weak. They strengthen all that is upright and good in
us to prepare for the Easter celebration.
How are things going so far this Lent? How is your fasting?
How is your prayer? How is your generosity? How is your
praise of God, the giver of all good gifts? What needs to be
reconciled and forgiven? We have a way to go to Easter
and good companions for the journey.
Peace, Father Kevin

Please Pray…
Please pray for all of our parishioners who are
sick or hospitalized: June Barr, Jeff & Sue
Beam, Kathy Boey, Kate Bramley, Frank
Brown, John Brown, Marc Christovich, Iris
Clarke, Virginia Cognati, Bob Cozza, John
Cutler, Billy Foley, Katherine Kirsch, Brian
Lloyd, Bud Martello, Isabelle Meyers, Charlie
Moss, Jenny Pannella, Cindy Pike, Kate Pilotti,
Joyce Russo, Dorothy Strand, Phil Wolfson,
Tom Zelazney, Audrey Zupan, the shut-ins,
those in nursing homes,
those needing
prayers, those affected by the Coronavirus
and all of the intentions written in our Book of
Prayers located in the gallery. Many prayers
help.
Please remember to pray for all our sick
and recovering parishioners, families, and
friends. Hospitals do not notify the parish
of admissions. To add a name for prayers,
please call the parish office, 946-1177 or
louise@stjustin.net
Prayer Line
Please call Theresa Davison, 942-5761, to
add your request to the Prayer Chain. You
can reach the Sisters of Notre Dame prayer
line at 440-279-1163.
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
is Monday through Friday from 9:00am2:00pm. All are welcome.
You can also come and pray in the chapel on
Sunday from 9:00am to noon.

February 28 ~ Weekly Offering
Collection: $12,653.80
Loose Money:$123.00 Envelopes used: 167
Envelopes: $12,530.80
Average per envelope: $75.03
Total contributing households: 349







PLEASE complete survey as soon as possible.
Go ONLINE to www.stjustin.net. Click on the
red tab Disciple Maker Index. Click on “Take
Our Survey”
OR print a copy from our website, fill out and
E-MAIL to sjmoffice@stjustin.net or r etur n to
the office.
Pick up a HARD COPY in the Gallery. Return to
the Parish Office.
February 20 to March 22
We need surveys especially from families with
school-age children.

Thank You and God Bless You!!
Do we have your email?
We really need to have your
email to send you updated
correspondence!
Each Wednesday we will be
sending out the Lent E-blast with
important information about things that are
happening at St. Justin Martyr. If you haven’t
received them, we don’t have your email in our
database.
Please e-mail louise@stjustin.net with your
email. THANK YOU!!!

Palm Weaving
Tune into a webinar on how to weave palm on Palm
Sunday at 1:00PM. Get quite a few pieces of Palm at
Mass and learn how to weave. Register at
beth@stjustin.net by March 25.

Live Streaming of Funeral Masses
Please note that St. Justin will now live stream any
Funeral Mass at the request of the family.

Do you miss seeing your St. Justin Martyr
friends? Would you like to be part of a virtual get
together? We have started a Coffee and
Conversation on Thursday afternoons at 2:00PM,
our next chat will be on March 11 at 2:00PM If you
are interested EMAIL BETH AT beth@stjustin.net.
Get your friends to join in and see each other. Easy
log in instructions will be sent to you.

Thank you!
At our February 28 blood drive
we registered 32 donors and collected
28 pints on our 26-pint goal!

The NEW CLUB 200
The Holy Name Society is happy to
announce that all 200 numbers for
the CLUB 200 have been sold. We
send our heartfelt thanks for your great support.
The drawing for prizes will be held on March 14th
after the 10:30 Mass crowd has left the church. We
remind you that those staying for the drawing will
need masks, and social distancing will be enforced.
We also remind you that you do not need to be
present to win. It's your choice. Thanks again.

Vocations at the Crossroads
A reminder that the Vocations at the Crossroads
pack is available in the parish office to take
home. In the meantime, to continue praying for
vocations why not say the following prayer for
our brothers:
Lord, bless those people who privately make
vows to You and live on their own, not in a
community. As they bring Your Gospel to their
neighborhoods and workplaces, may their lives
be a blessing for us all. Call more people to live
this active Christian way of life. Master of the
Harvest, hear our prayer. Amen.

2020 Contribution Statements
Help Needed
The sacristans, who help prepare the altars in
the chapel and church, make sure proper candles are available and ready, clean the vessels
and cloths used during the liturgy, are in need of
additional help. No monthly meetings to attend.
We are in need of a person to help on a rotation
basis on Saturday mornings for a couple hours.
For more information, please contact the parish
office or call Loretta at 942-7396. Won’t you consider helping in this special way?

Family Perspective
In watching Jesus drive the money changers and the
merchants from the temple, his disciples remember
the verse from the book of Psalms: “Zeal for your
house has consumed me.”
In John’s gospel,
Jesus’s cleansing of the temple is at the beginning
of the gospel instead of the end. In the gospel,
Jesus purifies the temple. How does your family
and faith community maintain a sacred worship
space for the people of God to worship?

If you want a statement of your 2020
contributions, simply cut out this form and return
it to the Parish Office or drop it in the collection
basket.
You may then pick up your statement in the
Parish Office, have it sent to your email or
mailed.
You may also call, 946-1177
or e-mail maryann @stjustin.net.
Name: _________________________________
Envelope No. ____________
I’ll pick up in the Church Office
Please e-mail my contribution
Email: _________________________________
Please mail my contribution
Address: _______________________________
City, State, Zip: _________________________

Homeward Bound
I Resolve…
I resolve to be a better person
I resolve to volunteer in Church
activities
I resolve to invite an inactive
Catholic back to Church
I resolve to be a better
Christian. We get only one
chance to go around in this life.
I want to make it count with few
regrets.
If you want to talk with a nonjudgmental Catholic give me a
call.
Ron Mona
440-942-2887
rrmona@yahoo.com

Guatemala Update
This weekend, we will be speaking at all the masses about our friends in Guatemala.
Over the past 6 years, our community has generously given prayerful and financial help
to the people we visit over there. We have not been able to travel to Guatemala the
past 2 years due to Covid restrictions.
The Mayan Indians are suffering greatly right now. Not only are they dealing with the
threat of Covid, but they have also been dealing with the devastation to their villages
caused by the 2 hurricanes that struck their country last year. They lost their homes,
their jobs and their crops.
Entire villages were wiped out by the mud slides. The roads are no longer passable
and food and supplies are being carried in to them on people’s backs. They are not
getting any help from their government and they rely totally on the generosity of others
to keep them alive. As in past years, we are asking for financial help that we can send over to our contacts in
Guatemala to buy the much needed food, medications and supplies. 100% of all donations go directly to those in
need. We would greatly appreciate any help you can give to the Mayans during this time. Please remember
them, and all those suffering in severe poverty, in your prayers.
God bless you, Tom and Margie Drew

Charles Hunt, MA
Director of Religious Education
946-3287 charles@stjustin.net
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults—RCIA
Becoming Catholic
The RCIA phase of Purification & Enlightenment takes
place during Lent, and is marked by three rites known
as Scrutinies. During these rites, the unbaptized Elect,
as well as the parish community, focus on conversion
and ‘scrutinize’ their lives in light of the Gospel. The
Scrutinies coincide with the 3rd, 4th and 5th Sunday's
of Lent, providing an opportunity to ask God for healing
and forgiveness of the Elect. The 1st Scrutiny will be
celebrated at this Sunday’s 8:00 Mass. Please
continue to pray for our Elect, Joshua Vannoy, as he
journey’s toward the Easter Vigil.
Year of St Joseph

Beth Rossetti, Pastoral Associate
946-1177
beth@stjustin.net

@SJM_Teen
Our next “Called to Mercy Session
will be next Sunday, March 14 at
7:00PM. Module 7 is due. Your work
is due on March 13 by noon.
Funeral Ministry – We are in need of
volunteers for our funeral ministry.
This ministry provides support for
our funeral Masses. Needed are
greeters to pass out worship aids
and usher, Extra-Ordinary Ministers of the
Eucharist to distribute Communion and servers
to serve the Mass. You will be trained for all
positions. If you are interested contact Beth
Rossetti in the parish office or at the above
email.
If you on a leave of absence from this ministry
due to COVID and are now comfortable with
attending Mass and would like to become active
again please let me know. Thank you to those
who have received the call to rejoin this ministry.

Third week of Lent
Third Sunday of Lent March 7 – Reflect on today
readings and how these can give you a new
freedom.
Catholic Humor

March 8 – When you are out today and stopped
at a red light use this time to say a prayer.
March 9 – Find a new social media app for
prayer or log into St. Justin Martyr Facebook
and pray the rosary tonight at 7:30PM.
March 10 – Lent is forty days long. In the Bible
forty is typically indicative of a time of testing,
trial, penance, purification, and renewal.
March 11 - Clean out a drawer or closet and
give the clutter to a charity. Then give your heart
clutter to God as you clean out yourself.
March 12 – Take time to write a note, card or
email to someone you haven’t been in touch
with for a while.
March 13 – This is the anniversary of the
election of Pope Francis, pray for him.
Fourth Sunday of Lent March 14 - Think of a
person who you have hurt or judged, or any
action that comes to mind that you know was
wrong? How can you mend this?

