Mass Intentions for the Week
MONDAY - May 3 ~ Sts. Philip & James
8:30 AM Mass for Parishioners
TUESDAY - May 4 ~ Easter Weekday
8:30 AM Johnny Hunt, Theresa Hunt
Live Stream of Rosary, 7:30pm
“Spiraling out of control,” is a phrase that can easily
describe the current display of human existence. In
addition to the violence, unrest, uneasiness and turmoil
that are common elements of our daily news, other
essential pieces are misplaced or missing. Many lack an
objective center around which to order and structure
their lives or a clear set of definable goals or mores to
act as guideposts and life directives. It appears that
“feelings” have become a “new god” and traditional
structures and ideals set aside. It is almost as if history
only shows that we got this whole thing wrong and many
are determined to finally set things right. The real truth,
however, is that while wrongs and errors are certainly a
part of our often-checkered past, it is hardly the case
that all was wrong. It is not our task to rewrite the history
of our lives, but to learn from mistakes that were made,
and preserve the perennial wisdom at the root of our
successes. Learning is an essential part of being
human.
The question becomes, however, from whom do we
learn? Some have such a hard time placing God in that
position, but that is precisely where God needs to be.
God is the Master Teacher from whom all of humanity
learns and gets its cues. It is in and through this
relationship with the Gardener of Life that we are
fashioned and pruned into the people we are intended to
be and can be. It is only in God that we are able to find
our best selves. We are reminded, today especially, that
we are meant to remain in Christ as Christ remains in
us. We are also reminded that Jesus, the Incarnate
God, is the vine upon which we grow, the branches that
flow from the source of God’s life.
Giving up our will to God’s can be a painful endeavor. It
is not easy to set our own desires and wants aside and
allow God to step in and direct and guide our growth.
But this is the only way to prevent deadly weeds from
overtaking us and bringing us to a place of selfdestruction. God’s commandments are the very
guideposts and benchmarks we need, yet many seek to
remove them from all public view because they appear
to limit self-expression and suppress what is considered
by many to be “human freedom.” They are the only way
we can find freedom, however. And, until we learn this
fundamental lesson, we will continue to spiral out of
control, never really knowing who we are, what our
potential can be or how life really can be lived. We will
not know peace.

WEDNESDAY - May 5 ~ Easter Weekday
8:30 AM Zoe Haas, Friends
THURSDAY - May 6 ~ Easter Weekday
8:30 AM Raymond Stopar, Carol Horgan
5:00 PM Father Diago D’Souza
FRIDAY– May 7 ~ Easter Weekday
8:30 AM Connie Morenzi, Family
SATURDAY - May 8 ~ Easter Weekday
10:00 AM First Holy Communion
5:00 PM Mother’s Day Remembrance
Live Streamed, www.stjustin.net
SUNDAY – May 9 ~ 6th Sunday of Easter
8:00 AM Mass for Parishioners
10:30 AM Mother’s Day Remembrance

Readings for the week of May 2, 2021
Sunday: Acts 9:26-31/Ps 22:26-27, 28, 30, 31-32
[26a]/1 Jn 3:18-24/Jn 15:1-8
Monday: 1 Cor 15:1-8/Ps 19:2-3, 4-5 [5]/Jn 14:6-14
Tuesday: Acts 14:19-28/Ps 145:10-11, 12-13ab, 21
[cf. 12]/Jn 14:27-31a
Wednesday: Acts 15:1-6/Ps 122:1-2, 3-4ab, 4cd-5
[cf. 1]/Jn 15:1-8
Thursday: Acts 15:7-21/Ps 96:1-2a, 2b-3, 10 [3]/Jn
15:9-11
Friday: Acts 15:22-31/Ps 57:8-9, 10 and 12 [10a]/Jn
15:12-17
Saturday: Acts 16:1-10/Ps 100:1b-2, 3, 5/Jn 15:1821
Next Sunday: Acts 10:25-26, 34-35, 44-48/Ps 98:1,
2-3, 3-4 [cf. 2b]/1 Jn 4:7-10/Jn 15:9-17

April 25 ~ Weekly Offering

Collection: $8,175.04
Loose Money:$128.00 Envelopes used: 161
Envelopes: $8,074.04
Average per envelope: $49.98
Total contributing households: 464

Thank You and God Bless You!!

Wedding Banns
I Mary Prosuch & Anthony Swartz

From Father Kevin…
Dear Parishioners,
“I am the vine, you are the branches. Whoever
remains in me and I in him will bear much fruit.”
In my first parish, St. Mary in Avon, several families
were vine growers. They made some wine from
their grapes but mostly they sold the fruit to others.
They talked about the hard work of pruning the
vines, caring for the plants, praying for good
weather, dealing with bad weather – all the effort
that led up to the harvest. Some harvests were
great, some good and some, occasionally,
disastrous. Whatever the result they continued to
care for their vines and prepare for the next
harvest.
Jesus remains in us so that we may bear fruit, in
good times and bad. Let us pray to the Father, the
true Vine Grower:
Father,
You have made us.
Red, yellow, brown, white and black
tall and short, fat and thin
rich and poor, young and old—
all are your children.
Teach us to cooperate rather than to compete
to respect rather than to revile
to forgive rather than condemn.
Your Son turned from no one.
May we learn, like him, to be open
to the share of the divine
that you have implanted
In each of your sons and daughters.
And my we forge a bond of love
that will make a living reality
the brotherhood in which we profess to believe.
Amen.
Christopher Prayer Book

If you are not able to attend a reception
this weekend, you can go online at
catholiccommunity.org campaign Heart
of the Shepherd for more information
about this important initiative.
You can also go to our website, www.stjustin.net
and click on the Heart of the Shepherd logo and
the link is there.

Please Pray…
Please pray for all of our parishioners who are
sick or hospitalized: Margaret Abel, June Barr,
Jeff & Sue Beam, Kathy Boey, Frank Brown,
John Brown, Marc Christovich, Iris Clarke,
Virginia Cognati, Bob Cozza, John Cutler,
Angela Draghija, Billy Foley, George Kistner,
Mary Gliha, Rob Gorgon, George Kistner,
Katherine Kirsch, Brian Lloyd, Bud Martello,
Isabelle Meyers, Charlie Moss, Jenny Pannella,
Cindy Pike, Kate Pilotti, Joyce Russo, Dorothy
Strand, Phil Wolfson, Michael Wrayno, Tom
Zelazney, Audrey Zupan, the shut-ins, those in
nursing homes, those needing prayers, those
affected by the Coronavirus and all of the
intentions written in our Book of Prayers located
in the gallery. Many prayers help.
Prayer Line
Please call Theresa Davison, 942-5761, to add
your request to the Prayer Chain. You can
reach the Sisters of Notre Dame prayer line at
440-279-1163.
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
is Monday through Friday from 9:00am-2:00pm.
All are welcome. You can also come and pray
in the chapel on Sunday from 9:00am to noon.
Weekday Masses
There are weekday masses open in the 2021
Mass book during the summer. If you would like
to schedule a Mass, please stop in the office.
Mass Count
These are the number of people at Mass for the
last 3 weeks:
5:00PM 8:00AM 10:30AM

Total

April 11

72

71

124

267

April 18

92

74

142

308

April 25

111

82

137

330

Rest in Peace
Joseph Palmison,
father of Diane Pasquino,
Denise Palmison and Daniel Palmison
Father Diago D’Souza from India
Father William Karg

Monday, May 10– 7:00pm VIA Zoom
Rev. Daniel Schlegel,
Secretary and Vicar
for the Clergy and Religious
Topic: Mary, Matriarch of the Catholic Family
and Our Faith
In March of this year, Pope Francis inaugurated
the Year "Amoris Laetitia", celebrating and
bearing witness to the joy and beauty of familial
love. As we take this special time to focus on
our own families, we look to the Holy Family and
their example leading us at home and in our
church. The month of May is dedicated to
mothers and to our Holy Mother, Mary. We
asked Reverend Dan Schlegel, Secretary and
Vicar for Clergy and Religious, to speak to Mary,
the Matriarch of the Catholic Family and Our
Faith. Join us for this enlightening evening. We
can’t wait to see you there!
Limited to 90 Computer Audience
Register in advance
www.theologyontherocks.wixsite.com/west
From the American Red Cross:
Thank you for sponsoring the blood drive on
Sunday. We had 33 donors register and
collected 20 pints of blood, which means we
can help up to 60 patients in need!
There are already 11 appointments on the
schedule for the May 16 Blood Drive.
Our goal is to collect 29 pints.
Thank you to
St. Justin Martyr
Parishioners and all
those who continue to
donate blood!!
Thank you for your generous support of last
week’s Catholic Home Missions Appeal to help
strengthen the Church at home and ensure that
the Gospel is spread across the United States. If
you missed the appeal, it’s not too late to give!
Just visit www.usccb.org/home-missions.
More information can be found at
www.usccb.org/home-missions.

It is with a heavy heart that
we had to say good-bye to
our dear friend, Father
Diago D’Souza, SJ.
His visit here from India
was memorable for both
staff and parishioners. We
all have many memories to
share about the impact he
had on our lives.
Diago born in September 20, 1948, in Manickpur, Vasai
Rd. a place about 35 miles north of Bombay. He joined
the Society of Jesus on June 20,1968 and ordained a
Priest on April 25, 1982. He worked for the marginalized,
the poorest rural people in the districts, away from city of
Mumbai. His last posting was in Nandurbar, a village
town about 400 miles from Bombay. His work included
improving agriculture, promoting indigenous medicine,
and improving physical and mental health for the people.
He also worked to empower poor men and women in
today’s society.
He has two religious sisters, one died a couple of years
ago and the other one is working in the Mission District of
Dhule.
Recently, a month ago Diago lost his younger brother
and shortly after, his sister-in law due to a massive heart
attack as she was holidaying in Kashmir. And so it's quite
tough for the family to bear such continuous assaults.
They definitely need your prayers.
He died from COVID in India.

We will be celebrating his life
with a memorial mass on
Thursday, May 6 at 5:00pm
at St. Justin Martyr Church
All are invited and welcome to attend.

To speed Construction
the Entrance and Exit
driveways will be closed
for at least the next 10
days.

Vocations at the Crossroads
A reminder that the Vocations at the Crossroads pack is

available in the parish office to take home.

In the meantime, to continue praying for vocations why
not say the following prayer for deacons:
Loving God, You give us deacons to be a sign of love we
all should have for You and one another. Thank You. As
they serve the Church at Mass, in prisons, hospitals and
homes, give them joy in knowing that they are doing Your
work. Master of the Harvest, hear our prayer. Amen.

Family Perspective
Last week we pondered the
image of Jesus as the
Good
Shepherd
who
tenderly cares for his
sheep. This week we are
given a new image in order
to explore our relationship
with the Lord, that of a vine
and branches. In today’s
gospel, the command to
“remain” in Jesus is issued
more than the exhortation
to “bear fruit.”
What
spiritual practices help you to “remain” rooted on the
true vine in your family life?

You must enter
following way:

Go North on Route 91. Turn Right on Glenn.
Turn right on Jean. Turn left on Hobbie, follow
bend which turns into Eastlake Drive. Drive up
the street around the Road closed sign, look for
the Church driveway on right.
Go South on Route 91. Turn Left on Glenn.
Turn right on Jean. Turn left on Hobbie, follow
bend which turns into Eastlake Drive. Drive up
the street around the Road closed sign, look for
the Church driveway on right.

PRAYER TO ST. JOSEPH
Over 1900 years old

Oh St. Joseph whose protection is so
great, so strong, so prompt before the
Throne of God. I place in you all
my interests and desires.
Oh St. Joseph do assist me by your
powerful intercession and obtain from me
from your Divine Son all spiritual
blessings through Jesus Christ. Our Lord:
so that having engaged here below your
heavenly power I may offer my
Thanksgiving and Homage to the most
Loving of Fathers.
Oh St. Joseph, I never weary
contemplating you and Jesus asleep in
your arms.

Do you want to do ministry work but would rather
work behind the scenes? We have the perfect
opportunity for you!

I dare not approach while He reposes

We need help bringing the on-line broadcast to the
homebound and shut-ins. It is incredibly easy to
learn.

Press him in my name and kiss His fine

If you are interested,
contact Deacon Tim Shell, tim@stjustin.net.

the

near your heart.

Head for me, and ask Him to return the
Kiss when I draw my dying breath.
St. Joseph, Patron of departing souls,
pray for us. Amen.

Charles Hunt, MA
Director of Religious Education 946-3287
charles@stjustin.net
Sacramental Preparation ~ First Holy Communion

First Holy Communion Day, May 8, is quickly
approaching. The Jesus Day Retreat took place
this Saturday, offering the children a chance to
prepare a special banner, make bread and learn
the importance of bread. This special retreat was
filled with prayer, faith and fun, bringing the
children closer to Christ, the Bread of Life. It helps
prepare the youngsters to receive Jesus in the
Holy Eucharist. Please pray for our First
Communicants and their families.
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults—RCIA
Becoming Catholic
At the Easter Vigil, Joshua Vannoy joined his life to
the Life of the Risen Christ and His Church by way
of the Sacramental Mysteries of Baptism,
Confirmation and Holy Eucharist. The journey
leading to this wondrous Easter Vigil was not
traveled alone. The St. Justin RCIA Team who
accompanied him is Kathy McCoy, Sue Meinke,
Bill Moster, Bob Bobnar, and Charlie
Hunt. Both Team and sponsor, Annie Newland,
offer an indispensable glimpse of the God’s love
and faithfulness as well as a beautiful witness of
the life of St. Justin parish. Finally, the RCIA
process takes place within our parish community.
The prayers and witness from our parish family are
essential for the journey. We each provide spiritual
support for the journey and connection to the
Church community. Joshua is fully initiated into the
Church Universal and into our parish family now!
Please continue to welcome and pray for him.
Catholic
Humor

Beth Rossetti, Pastoral Associate
beth@stjustin.net
@SJM_Teen
Our next “Called to Mercy” Session will
be an in person Candidate/Sponsor
Afternoon on May 22, 2021 at 2:30PM in
the parish hall. Information was emailed
to you last week.
The Feast of
St. Philip and
St. James,
Apostles
is on May 3

The Apostle Philip
was one of Christ's
first
disciples,
called soon after
Jesus’ baptism in
the Jordan. We find in the Gospel of John 1:43: "The
next day Jesus was about to leave for Galilee, and
He found Philip. And Jesus said to him: Follow Me.
Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the town of Andrew
and Peter.
He is the Patron of hatmakers,
Luxembourg, pastry chefs, and Uruguay.
St. James, a brother of the Apostle Jude, was from
Cana of Galilee. He is the author of one of the
Epistles in the New Testament. He was favored by
an appearance of the Risen Christ (I Cor. 15:7). After
the dispersion of the Apostles he was made Bishop
of Jerusalem. He is the Patron of druggists, dying
people, hatmakers, milliners, pharmacists and
Uruguay.
The relics of St. Philip and St. James are in the
church of the Holy Apostles in Rome.

Do you miss seeing your St. Justin Martyr
friends? Would you like to be part of a virtual
get together? We have started a Coffee and
Conversation Group. This group meets virtually
on Thursday MORNINGS at 11:00AM.
If you are interested EMAIL beth@stjustin.net.
Get your friends to join in and see each other.
Easy log in instructions will be sent to you.
We are hoping to make this an in-person meeting
once a month when the weather gets warmer.

